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As the carnage in Gaza continues, | have found scant agreement in online 
forums that Israel and Hamas both are responsible 
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Caitlin Johnstone News Letter 
Biden administration officials are telling the press that they have no 


plans to place any conditions on military aid to Israel. 
Biden Intends To Keep Participating In The Incineration Of Gaza 
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Sloan Bashinsky Writes Sloan’s Newsletter 


| think Biden’s deep Christian roots programmed him like a robot to 
support and defend Israel no matter what Israel does. | think the Bible 
is why many American Christians on the right and on the left still 
support Israel. | think it doesn’t matter who is president next, they will 
support Israel. | think they all have their heads up where the sun never 
shines, and | wonder if that will ever change? | also wonder if the 
people running Hamas now wish they had not ordered the October 7 
attack, and | wonder why they have not offered to return all the 


hostages that were taken, if Israel will stop attacking Gaza and will pull 
its troops out of Gaza? 


gypsy333 

Have to disagree. ByeDone’s Catholic. | was raised Catholic, and 
we were NOT Zionazis; in fact, the nuns at my school expressed 
no love lost between Catholics and Jews. 

ByeDone’s a Ziobitch because it benefits him monetarily. It’s all 
about the Benjamin’s, ya know. 


Mike Fish 

You're too smart to be wasting your time and energy on this 
bullshitsky stuff. 

Only knows one song. 

Hamas Hamas Hamas. 


Sloan Bashinsky 
Actually, its Hamas, Israel, Israel, Hamas, Hamas, Israel, Israel 
Hamas. It takes two to fight, tango, rumba, etc. :-) 


Mike Fish 

Hamas founded - 1987. 

Israel founded - 1948. 

The tangle/tango has some features that don’t sound like a 
mutual waltz. 

More like a death march. 


Sloan Bashinsky 
Hamas was founded to destroy Israel. They’ve been death 
waltzing ever since. 


russian_bot 
Founded by whom, and to destroy why. Just a couple questions 
for the forum's enlightener based on his own statement. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

Based on your and my many tangos at Caitlin’s place, | figure you 
know very well the answer to your question, and you continue to 
courageously weave and dodge behind a fake name. For the 
benefit on anyone else watching on, | have posted this numerous 
times at Caitlin’s place: 


PBS article 

Hamas, an acronym for Harakat al-Muqawama al-lslamiya 
(“Islamic Resistance Movement”), was founded by Sheikh 
Ahmed Yassin, a Palestinian cleric who became an activist in 
local branches of the Muslim Brotherhood after dedicating 
his early life to Islamic scholarship in Cairo. Beginning in the 
late 1960s, Yassin preached and performed charitable work 
in the West Bank and Gaza, both of which Israel occupied 
following the 1967 Six-Day War. 

Yassin established Hamas as the Brotherhood’s political arm 
in Gaza in Dec. 1987, following the outbreak of the first 
intifada, a Palestinian uprising against Israeli occupation of 
the West Bank, Gaza, and East Jerusalem. 

At the time, Hamas’s purpose was to counter Palestinian 
Islamic Jihad (PIJ), another organization whose commitment 
to violently resisting Israel threatened to draw Palestinians’ 
support away from the Brotherhood. 

In 1988, Hamas published its charter, calling for the 
destruction of Israel and the establishment of an Islamic 
society in historic Palestine. In what observers called an 
attempt to moderate its image, Hamas presented a new 
document [PDF] in 2017 that accepted an interim Palestinian 
state along the “Green Line” border established before the 
Six-Day War but that still refused to recognize Israel. 


russian_bot 
"courageously weave and dodge behind a fake name" - thanks 
for bringing up my pet peeve. 


There's a Russian saying - I'm sure something like that exists in 
English too - that could be translated as "One is greeted by 
clothes (or appearance), and seen off by wits". 

| have no way of ascertaining who you are, "Sloan". Moreover, | 
don't care. If you come in flashing your name and/or status you 
deliberately restrict interaction by imposing your supposed 
weight. Which results in losing authenticity as many people suffer 
from a groupie syndrome and are easily starstruck. 

Therefore, I'm actually for the anonymity on the internet for these 
types of engagements. It's what you say that matters, not who 
you say you are. Do you get it? 

Maybe now you'll understand why it cracks me up every single 
time you mention you were invited by Caitlin to join this forum. 
Implying, no doubt, how you feel obligated to suffer from 
engaging with the plebes here. Funny as hell you are, "Sloan". 


Sloan Bashinsky 

Heh, | freely engage with you and others at Caitlin’s place, and | 
wonder if anyone here will ever grow up enough give Hamas 
some credit for what’s going on in Gaza now? | sometimes 
mention how | arrived here so people like you can blame Caitlin 
for it, since I’d never heard of her before she subscribed to my 
Substack newsletter and invited me to subscribe to hers. I’m easy 
to find on Facebook, Substack, the free internet library 
(archive.org), and The Redneck Mystic Lawyer Podcast (YouTube 
and Torrent). The U.S. government and all its Big Brothers know 
where | live. If you live in America and want to drop by for a chat 
in a public place, | will give you an easy to find location. | once 
was harassed on a very large public blog forum in the Florida 
Keys by a lot of people, nearly all using fake names, and | offered 
to meet them anywhere they chose, and they could bring any 
weapons and any people they wished, and | would come by all by 
my lonesome, and there were no takers. 


russian_bot 


You didn't get it, "Sloan". 
| don't care who you are, | only am (or not) interested in what you 
say. 


Sloan Bashinsky 
But you sure have a lot to say about what | say:-) 


russian_bot 
Not a lot, but quite a bit, yes. While not caring who you are. | 
guess | have to point it out every time now. 


Sloan Bashinsky 


| Know you don't care for who | am, or for me, that’s very clear, 
but it does seem you care a great deal about what | say, because 
it keeps riling you up :-), and you keep trying to belittle me, which 
actually means you care a great deal :-). 


russian_bot 

Wrong again, "Sloan". You crack me up, and | appreciate you for 
that. That's why | check you out most of the time. 

It's the same idea why | care about what David Brent would say 
or do. Get it? 


Sloan Bashinsky 


Never heard of David Brent, so | couldn't relate to the analogy. | 
went online and saw he’s a fictional character in a British 
mocumentary. I’m not a fictional character, but | live among many 
people who prefer fiction to reality :-). At this forum, the biggest 
fiction by far is, what’s going on today in Gaza is 100 percent 
Israel and America’s fault, and Hamas has nothing to do with it. 


Sloan Bashinsky 


Well, Gypsy, something has programmed Biden like a robot to 
back Israel to the hilt, so far. | know, by living among them, that a 
lot of Christians on the left and on the right are fully beind Israel, 
and that is rooted in their religious beliefs - the Bible. | recall 
Donald Trump telling America and Israel that he was Israels best 
friend. So, if Trump gets elected in 2024, | expect him to live up to 
that. The irony is, Biden is losing votes by continuing to send 
Israel money, weapons and munitions, which increases the odds 
of Trump being elected in 2024. My hope is something will 
happen, perhaps in the courts, to take Trump out of that race, but 
even if that happens, most Republicans and | suppose all MAGAs 
are fully behind Israel, and the Republican candidate, if it not 
Trump, will be fully behind Israel. Where | live, Alabama, Israel 
supporters could care less what the UN, the rest of the world, or 
Americans against Israel think. 


Meanwhile, | still wonder if the people leading Hamas wish they 
had not ordered the October 7 attack, and why they have not 
offered to release all their hostages in exchange for Israel 
stopping its devastation of Gaza? | am left thinking Hamas 
wanted Israel to do what it is doing in Gaza, as part of some 
draconian scheme to turn the entire world against Israel. But | 
don’t think it will ever turn the Bible thumpers in America against 
Israel. They will never side with Islam against Israel. 


gypsy332 
As | said, its ALL ABOUT donations from the likes of AIPAC, etc. 


And | assure you, that growing up Catholic, we barely cracked 
open the Bible © 


Sloan Bashinsky 


As far as | know, very few Catholics crack open the Bible, which | 
think dates back to when the Catholic mass was in Latin and only 
Catholic priests, bishops, cardinals and the pope read the Bible 


:-). | think there is more than AIPAC driving Biden, but that 
probably doesn’t matter. Clearly, he is talking out of both sides of 
his mouth, and clearly he does not want to cut off money, 
weapons and munitions to Israel, and he’s losing votes over that, 
and maybe he won't be the Democratic candidate for president in 
2024, and maybe he will. | can’t imagine any Democratic 
candidate campaigning on stopping aid to Israel, as long as the 
Republicans and the MAGAS exist :-). | hope something happens 
that gets Israel’s attention and it stands down. because | see no 
way it can defeat Hamas in Gaza, and | think IDF has already 
figured that out, but it is dealing with religious fanatics running 
Israel, and both IDF and those fanatics are looking really bad for 
ignoring lots of warnings that Hamas was about to attack Israel, 
and male egos are involved big time, and religious beliefs are 
involved big time, and it's a perfect mix that only someone like 
Steven King might dream up in a sequel to The Stand? 


PXX 


Both parties 100% on board with permanent blank check to 

Israel. In that respect, it makes no difference who is elected. Don't 
think Catholic it has anything to do with it. (few in Congress give a 
rat's ass about religious doctrine. Biden flipped on abortion, for 
instance, to get the votes) 


Sloan Bashinsky 
Really, few in Congress give a rat’s ass about religious doctrine? | 
bet just about every Republican in Congress would beg to 


disagree, and quite a few Democrats in Congress, too :-) 


John Mann 

I am a Christian, but for over 50 years | have been a supporter of 
Palestinian rights who has been boycotting Israeli products. 

Yes, | think the Bible probably does make a lot of Christians 
instinctively feel that the Israelis are the good guys. But in the past few 


weeks, a surprising number of people at church have said things to me 
that indicate that they don't think that is the case this time. 


Sloan Bashinsky 


I’m seeing that, too, with some Christians where | live and on 
social media. Yet, | live in a very red state, and | have 
conversations with enough people to think any US president, or 
candidate for president, who sides with Hamas against Israel, or 
is perceived do that, willl lose to a candidate who to stands firm 
behind Israel. 


John Mann 


Well, | live in rural Scotland, and political views over here are 
probably somewhat different from those where you are! An 
opinion poll a month ago showed that people in Scotland were 
more likely to be more sympathetic to the Palestinian side than 
the Israeli side, whereas in England and Wales, sympathies were 
pretty evenly split. 


Sloan Bashinsky 


America is very different from where you live, which | visited a 
long time ago and loved it. Starting at Glasgow, | rented a car and 
drove up past Loch Ness to Inverness and over to Aberdeen 
(spelling?), and to St. Andrews and then to Edinburg, as | recall 
the itinerary. Beautiful countryside. A very different world back 
then, than now, which America’s made up war in Vietnam helped 
birth. Now we have judges and prosecutors and their families 
receiving death threats over abortion rulings and anything having 
to do with Donald Trump, who plainly told Israel he was their best 
friend, so imagine where the MAGAs and Republicans stand on 
Israel. And many Democrats stand the same on Israel. 


Bill Wolfe 


| thought current US law prohibit US weapons sales and military aid to 
be used for offensive purposes or to kill civilians or violate international 
law or conduct ethnic cleansing and genocide. 

Congress is letting Biden get away with bypassing Congressional 
approvals and vioalting US and international law. 


Question for the Legal Eagles out there: Can some peace group or 
citizen sue to enforce the law? Do such groups have legal standing to 
sue? If so, why isn't homelike like Code Pink suing Biden? Biden is 
already being sued for complicity in genocide. A lawsuit to block US 
funding would be far more effective than the international criminal 
court enforcement of relying on a novel genocide prosecution in US 
federal court. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

Are you willing to be the plaintiff? I’m a retired lawyer, who 
clerked for a U.S. District judge before practicing law, and there 
might be legal redress theoretically, but imagine the legal 
quagmire a federal judge would face, and imagine the appeals, 
and reflect on how it’s going in the federal and state court cases 
involving Donald Trump, and imagine lots of death threats the 
plaintiff and his/her lawyers and their families would receive, and 
would there be a favorable ruling against President Biden, and 
who would enforce it? Could anyone enforce it? | can imagine if 
President Biden cut off money, weapons and munitions to Israel, 
he and his family would receive death threats. They might be 
killed. | think Biden knows that. | also think he should rise above 
it, because when he became president, his first duty was to that 
office, and that duty superseded all that came before. 


Joy in HK 

| firmly believe that trying to undo the sins of the nation state within the 
confines of the nation-state construct will lead to more death and 
destruction. Along with saving lives, part of what | want to do is to 
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encourage more of us to think about new ways to think and act on this 
issue. 

There must be a permanent ceasefire in Gaza, not with Palestinians 
suffering under oppressive conditions, but as a place where all live 
with peace and equality. It is time for Pope Francis to do more than 
talk. He must go to Gaza and make a stand for peace and freedom. 
Please sign the petition and share widely. 


https://chng.it/CRQ7qw4Gzn 
This is one small thing we can do. If we can do more, let us do more. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

| have not seen anyone who commented under any of Caitlin’s 
Gaza articles say they were going to Israel or Gaza to protest. 
Lots of people who comment use pseudonyms, which is 
understandable, given how crazy it’s gotten in America, for 
example. But when they don't put their real name on their words, 
are they to be respected? Having said that, | agree with you 
about Pope Francis going to Gaza and trying to end the carnage. 
He took that name after St. Francis of Assisi, the first person in 
Christendom recognized by the Vatican to have received the 
stigmata wounds of Christ on the cross while still living in the 
flesh. | have read historical accounts of Francis of Assisi, before 
he was made a saint by the Catholic Church, going to Palestine 
and trying to win over the Muslims, who thought he was touched 
by God, or in the head, and they respected him for that and did 
not harm him, but they were not won over by him. Maybe Hamas 
would view Pope Francis similarly? 
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Maybe getting old brings wisdom, maybe just getting old, but the internet 
offers a chance at a very long if not everlasting life 


My dreams last night suggested a change of pace, new Muses 
represented by women. This below, published by Eric Rttenberry at 
Substack, was in my email feed this morning, and | read it and something 
got into octogenarian me. 


Henry Miller: The Wisdom of Age 
Constitutes the Ability to Accept Reality 


POETIC 
OUTLAWS 
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The wisdom of age constitutes the ability to accept reality, which is the 
knowledge of certain death -- substantial, personal, individual extinction. It 
no longer seeks to disguise the fundamental cruelty and terror of life 
because it is too weary for further struggle. It is not the acceptance of 
destiny so much, as the succumbing to it... It's not pessimism but a joyous 


acceptance of life! 


-- Henry Miller 
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If at eighty you’re not a cripple or an invalid, if you have your health, if you 
still enjoy a good walk, a good meal (with all the trimmings), if you can 
sleep without first taking a pill, if birds and flowers, mountains and sea still 
inspire you, you are a most fortunate individual and you should get down 
on your knees morning and night and thank the good Lord for his savin’ 


and keepin’ power. 


If you are young in years but already weary in spirit, already on the way to 
becoming an automaton, it may do you good to say to your boss — under 


your breath, of course — “Fuck you, Jack! You don’t own me!” ... 


If you can fall in love again and again, if you can forgive your parents for 
the crime of bringing you into the world, if you are content to get nowhere, 
just take each day as it comes, if you can forgive as well as forget, if you 
can keep from growing sour, surly, bitter and cynical, man you've got it half 


licked... 
At eighty | believe | am a far more cheerful person than | was at twenty or 
thirty. | most definitely would not want to be a teenager again. Youth may 


be glorious, but it is also painful to endure. 


Moreover, what is called youth is not youth in my opinion, it is rather 


something like premature old age. 
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| was cursed or blessed with a prolonged adolescence; | arrived at some 
seeming maturity when | was past thirty. It was only in my forties that | 
really began to feel young. By then | was ready for it. (Picasso once said: 


“One starts to get young at the age of sixty, and then it’s too late.”) 


By this time | had lost many illusions, but fortunately not my enthusiasm, 


nor the joy of living, nor my unquenchable curiosity. 


Perhaps it was this curiosity—about anything and everything—that made 
me the writer | am. It has never left me. Even the worst bore can elicit my 


interest, if | am in the mood to listen. 


With this attribute goes another which | prize above everything else, and 
that is the sense of wonder. No matter how restricted my world may 


become | cannot imagine it leaving me void of wonder. 
In a sense, | suppose it might be called my religion. | do not ask how it 
came about, this creation in which we swim, but only to enjoy and 


appreciate it... 


Perhaps the most comforting thing about growing old gracefully is the 


increasing ability not to take things too seriously. 
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One of the big differences between a genuine sage and a preacher is 
gaiety. When the sage laughs it is a belly laugh; when the preacher laughs, 


which is all too seldom, it is on the wrong side of the face. 


The truly wise man — even the saint! — is not concerned with morals. He 


is above and beyond such considerations. He is a free spirit. 


With advancing age my ideals, which | usually deny possessing, have 
definitely altered. My ideal is to be free of ideals, free of principles, free of 
isms and ideologies. | want to take to the ocean of life like a fish takes to 


the sea. 


As a young man | was greatly concerned about the state of the world; 
today, though | still rant and rave, | am content simply to deplore the state 
of affairs. It may sound smug to speak thus but in reality it means that | 
have become more humble, more aware of my limitations and those of my 


fellow man. 


| no longer try to convert people to my view of things, nor to heal them. 


Neither do | feel superior because they appear to be lacking in intelligence. 
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One can fight evil but against stupidity one is helpless. | believe that the 
ideal condition for humanity would be to live in a state of peace, in brotherly 


love, but | must confess | know no way to bring such a condition about. 


| have accepted the fact, hard as it may be, that human beings are inclined 


to behave in a way that would make animals blush. 


The ironic, the tragic thing is that we often behave in ignoble fashion from 
what we consider the highest motives The animal makes no excuse for 
killing his prey; the human animal, on the other hand, can invoke God's 


blessing when massacring his fellow men. 


He forgets that God is not on his side but at his side... 


| don’t believe in health foods and diets either. | have probably been eating 
all the wrong things all my life — and have thrived on it. | eat to enjoy my 


food. Whatever | do | do first for enjoyment. 


| don't believe in regular checkups. If there is something wrong with me I'd 
rather not know about it, because then | would only worry about it and 


aggravate the condition. 
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Nature often remedies our ills better than the doctor can. | don’t believe 
there is any prescription for long life. Besides, who wants to live to be a 


hundred? What's the point of it? 


A short life and a merry one is far better than a long life sustained by fear, 


caution, and perpetual medical surveillance. 

With all the progress medicine has made over the years we still have a 
pantheon of incurable diseases. The germs and microbes seem to have the 
last word always. When all else fails the surgeon steps in, cuts us to 


pieces, and cleans us out of our last penny. 


And that’s progress for you. 


Y Subscribed 


You can find these superb excerpts in Henry Miller's 1972 chapbook, On 
Turning Eighty. Unfortunately, it’s a difficult book to locate and/or insanely 


expensive due to only 200 printed copies in circulation. 


Sloan BashinskyWrites Sloan’s Newsletter 
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Eric, if this comment goes against your guidelines, please delete it. | 
enjoy reading your posts. 


There is technology today that can scan and digitize the text of a 
printed book and convert the result into a digital book that can be read 
with Kindle, Nook, on a laptop, tablet, smart phone, etc. The free 
internet library, archive.org. holds such books for the public to read. 


When my older daughter birthed her first child, her husband asked me 
what | wanted my grandchildren to call me? | said, "Grandfossil". That, 
and Sloan, is what my 4 grandchildren call me today. 


I’m 81, and lots of my body parts don't work as originally designed, or 
hoped. | tried many times to be a successful lawyer, capitalist, stock 
market investor, and writer, but it wasn't in the cards or stars, and | 
became a successful trust fund baby and homeless person, depending 
on when | had inherited money. 


When I was young, | didn’t fret about the state of the world. | was too 
busy trying to do what I liked and dodge what I disliked. | hated school, 
viewed it as being sent to prison 5 days a week. | felt the same about 
Sunday church sermons. | didn’t reach puberty when the other kids 
did, and that really fucked me up. | was good at football, baseball and 
basketball, but no way would | go in a locker room and get undressed. 
| focused on golf, fishing and hunting. | watched a lot of TV. | was 
deranged, basically. 


Reaching puberty changed everything. | no longer hated or was 
terrified of girls. But | had lost my locker room sports skills. | was left 
with golf, fishing and hunting. | went to college and then to law school. 


My first child, a boy, died at 7 weeks of sudden infant death syndrome. 
| was deranged, again. My work and love life went into the shitter. | 

tried working for my father, which was a mistake. | tried practicing law, 
which suited me a lot better, but was not a longterm solution. | plunged 
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into 4-wall handball, racketball, tennis, white water paddling, karate, tai 
chi, and rugby. 


| spent years trying to find myself and trying to fit into molds other 
people and | had built for me to wear. Nothing worked. My son had 
seen to that. | was years from being ready to thank him for that, when 
in my 45th year, | asked God to help me and | offered my life to human 
service, which turned out to be one of those be careful what you ask 
for moments. What followed was awful, but the alternative probably 
would have been far more awful. 


Today, the state of the world and America distresses me. Not being 
able to do any of the physical sports, diversions, and love affairs with 
women that once made me feel alive and wanting to keep getting up in 
the morning, I’m left with playing chess and duplicate bridge in social 
groups and online, watching TV news reports and sports, Netflx and 
Prime movies and serials, and surfing the Internet and shooting off my 
mouth in forums and on my blogs, which get converted into books and 
go into the free internet library. 


A gifted angel-harassed tech friend about half my age and | produce 
The Redneck Mystic Lawyer Podcast, which is uploaded to YouTube 
and into the Torrent system, whose audiences are far more interested 
in something different than are YouTube audiences. The podcast is 
free and has no advertising or soliciting. The free internet library has a 
Torrent platform, and all of the podcasts are viewable there, as well as 
at numerous private torrent platforms. 


We were kicked off Spotify, when the podcast was only audio. We 
were rejected by Rumble. We were frequently flagged at YouTube by 
people whose feelings we had hurt. We were banned from Russia, 
Belarus, Red China and about half of India. However, national Big 
Brothers cannot prevent people who know how to use Torrent from 
using it. So far, the last three podcast episodes combined have 
910,000 complete watches at YouTube and Torrent. 
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My various non-fiction, fiction, verse and stranger than fiction books at 
the free internet library are getting a lot more reads than my three 
mainstream consumer protection books published by Simon & 
S¢huster/Prentice-Hall in the mid-1980s got. My body eventually will 
give up the ghost, but YouTube, Torrent, and the free internet library 
will allow me to shoot off my mouth for a bit longer. 


A 


Law School Exam Question: Discuss the relevance, if any, of 
Amendment 14, Section 3 todayAmendment 14 Section 3 Law School 
Exam Question Not for Faint of Heart 


Law School Exam Question: Discuss 


the relevance, if any, of Amendment 
14... 
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Amendment 14 Section 3 Law School Exam Question Not for Faint of 
Heart 
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Anyone willing to bet a large sum that the Winter Solstice brings light into 
Palestine and America? 


| have read here and there that Jesus was born in March, evidence by his 
sign, the fish, Pisces, and in early Christian times, the Winter Solstice, the 
bringing of the light, was a very important Pagan holiday, and hoping to win 
Pagans over to Christianity, Christian leaders changed Jesus’ birthday to 
December 25. 


| also have read here and there that Christmas, as it came to be 
practiced in America, with the buying and giving of many presents, was 
invented by Jewish merchants in the late 1880s. 


None of which, | imagine, interests Hamas and Israel today, other than 
they have seen to it that it might be a cold day in hell before Christians in 
America and other parts of the world flock to their so-called holy land to 
spend their money. 


In early November, an American pro-Gaza/Hamas commentator 
subscribed to my Substack Newsletter and invited me to subscribe to hers, 
which | did and | found she has a large following who blame everything bad 
that happens in Palestine on Israel. So, | started shooting off my mouth in 
reader comments, and | created a cabal of Sloan bashers featured in 
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previous posts at this blogspot and at my Substack newsletter. Here’s the 
latest from that religious sect. 


December 19, 2023 


The Atrocities In Gaza Are The Perfect Embodiment Of 'Western 
Values' 
Caitlin Johnstone 


The Atrocities In Gaza Are The Perfect Embodiment Of 'Western 
Values’. 


The Atrocities In 
Gaza Are The 
Perfect Embodiment 
Of 'Western Values’ 
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Listen to a reading of this article (reading by Tim Foley): When Israeli 
president Isaac Herzog described the assault on Gaza as a war “to 
save Western civilization, to save the values of Western civilization,” 
he wasn't really lying. He was telling the truth — just maybe not quite 
in the way that he meant it. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

Writes Sloan’s Newsletter 

Dec 20 

Hamas was founded to destroy Israel. Unable to do it, Hamas 
baited Israel to do what it is doing. 


russian_bot 

The broken record - aka funny "Sloan" - has not failed to show 
up. It will soon remind the forum Caitlin invited it to join. 

Can you scan your library to find a track to answer this one - who 
founded Hamas and why its aim has been for Israel to be 
destroyed? 


Sloan Bashinsky 

| read in several places online that Hamas’s Charter, created in 
1987, called for the destruction of Israel. Maybe two weeks ago at 
his substack, war correspondent Chris Hedges described his 
close friendship with Hamas’ founder, Palestinian imam and 
activist Anmed Yassin. Hamas is an acronym of its official name, 
the Islamic Resistance Movement (WY! 44 sliall 4S ja Harakat 
al-Muqawamah al-’'Islamiyyah). 
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gypsy33Dec 20 

Well, shit-for-brains, you FINALLY got something 
right—-“resistance movement”. 

Resisting the Zionazis who have been displacing them for 
decades. 

I’m so sorry that your life is so empty and pathetic that you have 
to spend it on hasbara sites. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

Hamas is a religious - Islamic - outfit, no different from Israel, in 
that respect. What Hamas does defines what it is, just as what 
Israel does defines what it is. They both are terrorist outfits. 


Ernesto Che 

You're reading old stuff. Try reading the 2017 charter: Hamas in 
2017: The document in full 
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/hamas-2017-document-full 
Hamas explains general principles and objectives in 42-article 
document 

Pay particular attention to articles 16 and 20. When you've done 
that, report back. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

Thanks for the link. | read the entire new charter, which does not 
expressly revoke the original charter. In new words, the new 
charter calls for the destruction, or the termination, or the 
elimination of the State of Israel. It assigns its authority to Allah. It 
is a religious document, first, as for that matter is the United 
States Declaration of Independence, which begins: 


In Congress, July 4, 1776 

The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of 
America, When in the Course of human events, it becomes 
necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands 
which have connected them with another, and to assume 
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among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal 
station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God 
entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind 
requires that they should declare the causes which impel 
them to the separation. 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are 
created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with 
certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty 
and the pursuit of Happiness. 


From the 2017 Hamas charter: 


8. By virtue of its justly balanced middle way and moderate 
spirit, Islam — for Hamas - provides a comprehensive way of 
life and an order that is fit for purpose at all times and in all 
places. Islam is a religion of peace and tolerance. It provides 
an umbrella for the followers of other creeds and religions 
who can practice their beliefs in security and safety. Hamas 
also believes that Palestine has always been and will always 
be a model of coexistence, tolerance and civilizational 
innovation. 


| don't see middle way and moderate spirit in Israel or Hamas. | 
see terrorists running both. 


Ernesto Che 

Obviously you have NOT read the 2017, and have only taken 
parts out of context. 

You have either NOT read the 2 articles | mentioned explicitly or 
you consciously choose to IGNORE THEM as the completely 
destroy your bullshit. 

And on that note | declare this discussion terminated. By all 
means, have the last word. 


Sloan Bashinsky 
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| read those 2 and all the other parts. 


Mike Fish 

Careful Che. 

Don't fall for Slow Bullshitsky’s false narrative. 

This isn’t about Hamas vs Israel. 

It’s about ethnic cleansing and genocide. 

Hamas is the newest scapegoat for the Jewish state of Israel’s 
newest depravity. 

Slow(n) is not interested in being educated/enlightened. 

Just a turd in the punchbowl. 

It’s like trying to teach a rotten kid who’s just here to disrupt the 
class. 

Classless one might say. 

Happy solstice. 

Well, not very happy, but you get the sentiment behind the 
greeting. 


Ernesto Che 

Hey Mike, thanks for the heads up. My comment was not so 
much for him, | tried once to have a discussion with the cat but it 
is like banging your head against a brick wall. 

| come across comments regularly now that mention only the old 
Hamas charter because people are either unaware of the new 
version or they willfully ignore the new one that destroys the 
“Hamas wants to exterminate the Jews” narrative. 

So, others who read my comment and were unaware of the new 
version can go to it. | am certainly not interested in Slow 
Bullshitsky — love the moniker @ «s 

| wish you a good solstice too, and wish us both many fruitful 
discussions. 


Mike Fish 
Brothers from another. 
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Sloan Bashinsky 

Great movie, Brother From Another Planet. Great fellow, that 
brother, until someone messed with him ... 

It is said that the winter solstice heralds the bringing of the light. | 
wonder how much light Israel and Hamas can tolerate? Not 
much, if any, based on Oct 7 and thereafter. 


kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk 


Thor Swayze 

Dec 20 

“The reason The 2023 Palestinian Holocaust is worse than the 
WW 2 Jewish Holocaust is The Palestinian Holocaust can be 
ended with one phone call by one man *Genocide Joe Biden!* 
That's right Alzheimer’s Joe could call The IDF and tell them if the 
genocide doesn’t stop immediately The U.S will completely shut 
off all financial aid, all military aid & electronically shut down all 
U.S. weapons systems! Leading To The End of The Gaza 
Genocide! No one during WW2 could do that!” - Thor Swayze 
(Truth Teller)! 


Sloan Bashinsky 

| bet if Sleepy Joe makes that phone call, Israel tells Sleepy Joe, 
if he abandons Israel, he and his family will never be safe in 
America, because Israel’s best friend Donald Trump, according to 
Donald, and his legions will see to it that Biden and his family are 
not safe in America; and Biden, or whatever Democrat runs for 
president in 2024, will lose to Donald or whomever the 
Republicans run; and if backed into a corner where it feels it has 
no choice, Israel will detonate its nukes where it thinks is best for 
Israel. Now should that deter Sleepy Joe? No. He should make 
the phone call and back it up if Israel doesn’t stand down and pull 
IDF out of Gaza. And to help Sleepy Joe do it, Hamas should 
offer loudly on social and news media, to return all the Oct 7 
hostages, if Irasel stops attacking Gaza and brings the IDF back 
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to Israel. That Hamas has not already made that offer tells me 
that Hamas wants Israel to keep pulverizing Gaza and killing its 
Civilians. 


Thor Swayze 

*Israel is an occupying force it has no right to self defense!* 

*All they (the US) can do is to keep talking about Israel's alleged 
right for self-defence, which, as an occupying state, it does not 
have, as was confirmed by the [UN] International Court 
consultative ruling in 2004.”* 


Sloan Bashinsky 

The Oct 7 attack was not self defense, but was bait to provoke 
Israel to respond as it has responded. Israel took the bait. Hamas 
was delighted. Israel is proving it is a lot more like Nazi Germany 
than it pretended not to be. Except for America, the world has 
turned against Israel. Hamas has won the war in the court of 
public opinion. If America flips and stops sending Israel money, 
weapons and ammo, then Israel stands along against Hamas, 
which is the ultimate strategy of the Oct 7 attack. Hamas was ok 
sacrificing a many civilians in Gaza as it took to provoke Israel to 
turn the tenure world against it. That is not something anyone can 
imagine is possible, who does not understand radical Islam, 
which views the murdered Gazans as martyrs, who went straight 
to Paradise. 


David Lewis 
Hamas has now said no hostages will be returned until Israel 
ceases its current activities. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

That's a l-o-n-g way from Hamas offering to return all Oct 7 
hostages if Israel will stand down and being all its troops back to 
Israel. 
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Since Oct 7, Hamas has used releasing the Oct 7 hostages in 
piecemeal to get Israel to return in piecemeal Palestinian 
prisoners in Israel, which, res ipsa loquitur (the thing speaks for 
itself), was far more important to Hamas than Israel murdering far 
more civilians in Gaza than it already had murdered. Picking 
either side, Hamas or Israel, is siding with Evil. 


Thor Swayze 

*On Wednesday, the United Nations Office of the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) published a report 
alleging that Israeli forces carried out a mass execution of 
civilians in northern Gaza Tuesday, separating 11 men from their 
families and summarily shooting them. 

This report and a similar allegation by the Euro-Med Human 
Rights Monitor imply that Israel has moved from murdering 
civilians through bombing to mass executions. 

In its report, the OHCHR in the Occupied Palestinian Territories 
reports that it “has received disturbing information alleging that 
Israel Defense Forces (IDF) summarily killed at least 11 unarmed 
Palestinian men in front of their family members in Al Remal 
neighbourhood, Gaza City, which raises alarm about the possible 
commission of a war crime.”* 

United Nations reports Israeli forces are carrying out mass 
summary executions in Gaza 
https://www.wsws.org/en/articles/2023/12/21/akcl-d21.htm 


Sloan Bashinsky 

And still Hamas does not offer to release the remaining Oct 7 
hostages, if Israel stops attacking Gaza and brings IDF back to 
Israel. Ergo, Hamas likes what Israel is doing in Gaza, because it 
is turning the entire world against Israel - except for America, 
where it is political suicide to abandon Israel. 


Thor Swayze 
Israel can’t be trusted 
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Sloan Bashinsky 
Agreed. Nor can Hamas. 


kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk 


neill_here 

Dec 20 

Daily struggle sessions with caitlin and crew. Yawn. 

Your team went in and killed 1,000 or so people and kidnapped a 
bunch more and you're crying that you are getting the shit beaten 
out of you? You claim that 100s of millions of westerners are 
barbarians for defending their people? You do have a point, when 
you punch we punch back, 10x harder - but only when you punch. 
Your team will issue a fatwa because someone drew a cartoon. 
Your team will behead a teacher because it didn't like an image 
presented to class. Your team will heave humans from buildings 
because of whom they choose to love. Your team oppresses its 
women. Fuck your team. 

Where are your teams leaders? Are they out in the field fighting 
with their people? Nope they are in cushy hotels in Qatar with 
their harems. 

These struggle sessions are the entire reason you assholes did 
10/7. Your team knew israel would retaliate and your team figured 
they would start a propaganda intifada in the hopes of shaming 
israel for defending its people, while your team lets its people get 
destroyed...for a PR stunt. 

Whatever, caitlin. That chicom or fringe US marxist techie money 
must be sweet, but I'm not buying this crap. I'm not buying the 
‘indigenous’ trope either, we're all from somewhere else and you 
have no historical claim on my house any more than | have claim 
to my ancestors’ lands. Grow up. 

Your team is sacrificing all its pawns in gaza in an attempt to 
convince other pawns to empathize with them. Guess what your 
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team will do with its new useful idiot pawns next time, while the 
rest of the team sits in Qatari hotels... 


pretzelattack 

you admit the Israelis lied about the 1000. which side killed more 
Israelis on Oct 7, the IDF or Hamas. your daily lie sessions are 
not convincing anybody because the lies are so blatant, as 
blatant as that cartoon bomb Bibi used to try to convince the UN 
that the Israelis were just "defending themselves". 


neill_here 

| admit nothing in this bullshit propaganda war. It doesn't matter 
anyway. The entire point of the exercise is to claim martyrdom - 
could be 10, could be 10,000 - hamas sacrificed suckers in gaza 
and will do the same to anyone else they deem useful idiots, like 
you perhaps. 


hierochloe 

"your team" some people always have to frame things like it's 
some kind of fucking simpleton's football game - your cable news 
is showing 


neill_here 

Caitlin sent the B team for this post. 

As long as you can only see this conflict through the lens of israel 
vs. hamas, you are a team player. Only when you can see it 
through the lens of pawns and pimps will you start to see what is 
really happening. 


hierochloe 

Dec 21 

"As long as you can only see this conflict through the lens of 
israel vs. hamas, you are a team player." Congrats on working 
that out. Peak irony. 
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Sloan Bashinsky 
Each team here, actually almost one team, look like religions to 
me, and so very difficult to change. 
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A Hurt Feelings Report for Christmas stockings, Hamas lovers, Israel 
lovers, and Gaza, Israel and West Bank tourism industries 


THE TRUTH 


SHALL SET YOU 


FREE 


BUT FIRST IT WILL 
PISS YOU OFF 


Many years ago, | read somewhere that Christmas, as it is known today 
in America, the giving of many presents, was invented by northern Jewish 
merchants in the latter 1880s. Certainly, Christmas in America today has no 
resemblance to the man Jesus in the Gospels. Nor does America 
continuing to give Israel money, weapons and munitions, so it can continue 
leveling Gaza and murdering who knows now many more Gaza civilians. 
The Jesus in the Gospels surely would weep over that. Even as the 
merchants in Israel, Gaza and the West Bank are weeping over the death 
of their tourist industry, perhaps for a very long time. 


That Christmas Eve cheer out of the way, I’m reminded of the title of one 
of Gloria Steinem’s books, “The Truth Will Set You Free, But First It Will 
Piss You Off,” and I’m also reminded of this hilarious Hurt Feelings Report, 
which | wish could be posted in online forums, where feelings get hurt 
plenty, but the forums do not have tech for uploading images. 
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HURT FEELINGS REPORT ¢ we 


Date Of Hurt Feelings 
Time Of Hurtfulness AM. PM 


Which Ear Was Hurtfulness Spoken Into: 
Left) Right O goth O 

is There Permanent Feeling Damage? 
Yes ÙO No 

Did You Need A Tissue For The Tears 
Yes Ù No 


Reason For Filing Report (Check An That Appiy) 
1.1 Am Thin Skinned O 
2. | Am A Little Bitch O 
3.1AmACry Baby O 
4.1 Want My Mommy O 


if You Feel You Need A Hug, Go Home To 
Mommy And She Will Change Your Diaper, 
if You Feel As Though You Need To Speak 
To Someone To Soothe You, Call This 
Number; 1-800-Cry-Baby 


Signature 


Those Christmas stocking stuffers out of the way, let’s move to the deep 
end of the swimming pool with this from a battle-hardened war 
correspondent, who just doesn’t seem able to crawl into the light of day. | 
leave for you to open the link below and see that for yourself. 


Chris Hedges is a Pulitzer Prize—winning author and journalist who 
was a foreign correspondent for fifteen years for The New York Times. 


The Cost of Bearing Witness 

CHRIS HEDGES 

There are scores of Palestinian writers and photographers, many of 
whom have been killed, who are determined to make us see the horror 
of this genocide. They will vanquish the lies of the killers. 


The Cost of Bearing Witness 


The Cost of Bearing 
Witness 


But sometimes a grinch or two show up: 
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Sloan Bashinsky 

Writes Sloan’s Newsletter 

Heart, gut and soul-wrenching. 

Hey Hamas and Israel, God has nothing to do with any of it. You have 
made a mockery out of your religions. 


Jon Carver 

Writes What's the Anti-Matter? 

Judeo-Christian Supremacist Settler Capitalist Wealth Accumulators 
have been genociding non-stop for the past 600 years. Today they 
genocide under the Star of David while continuing their generational 
genocide of the Original Americans through federal law loopholes in 
the US and Central and South America and fossil fuel " sacrifice zones 
". Having accumulated more wealth than any group in history, they still 
can't feed or house all the people since theirs is a Supremacist 
Ideology. This ideology is the living engine at the heart of US -Euro 
Imperialism and must be exposed, Abrahamic roots and all, and be 
shamed out of plausibility, especially in relation to Palestine today. 


PITA Contrarian 

May | propose that a mandatory inset photo of Netanyahu appear in 
the lower-right hand corner of all all video footage of the carnage in 
Gaza ... even better, inset video footage of Bibi smiling, shaking hands 
and kissing babies ... | also propose that his name appear in the 
credits as the producer. 


Rick 

"Evil has not changed down the millennia. Neither has goodness." 
Humans have not changed over the millennia. What has changed are 
institutions and the means of mitigating the violence and oppression. 
"Western Civilization has been writing its own obituary for decades." 
That has been said for centuries and still has not come to pass. If 
anything, Western Civilization is stronger now than it has ever been. 
That is not strength through oppression or war. It is strength through 
the creation of the EU, a common market, and a tolerant and liberal 
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civilization. 

Evil still exists. That evil is the "Zero-sum-game". That evil exists in 
every Civilization and in the corridors of power. 

As human and moving as this essay is, it changes nothing. It gives 
recognition of the human tragedy but that will not stop the killing. This 
is largely because it does not change the rules of the 
"zero-sum-game". Some view a "zero-sum-game" as short-term only. It 
is not, it can be very long term in its application. Hedges has described 
this through his interviews with HAMAS leadership. The goal of 
HAMAS is clear, the destruction of the Jewish state with all of its 
attendant violence and genocide. 

Chris Hedges does no service to this tragedy in Gaza by ignoring or 
being dismissive of the cynical behavior of HAMAS. The 10/7/2023 
assault on Israel was methodical and very long in the planning. It was 
aided and probably abetted by Iran (for its own cynical objectives). It is 
highly unlikely that Iranian Intelligence was unaware of HAMAS' 
intentions. The result of this campaign: 1) more civilian martyrs; 2) 
more oppression; 3) a continuation of the "Zero-sum-game". 

The "obituary of Western Civilization" is a common theme and desire 
for some these days. Some take comfort in this thought. So what 
replaces Western Civilization? A more just world? | don't think so. 
Under the excuse of Nazis and a threat to Russia, a war continues to 
wage in the Ukraine with 10s of thousands of dead Ukrainians and 
Russian conscripts. Hedges' position: What would you expect with the 
expansion of NATO. This thinking always places the blame on the 
West and ignores Russia's imperialist past. Former Warsaw Pact 
countries are not interested in Russian suzerainty. 

One can proclaim ad infinitum, the Nakba and its injustice. Perhaps 
repeating this will build support for the Palestinian cause. There are 
seven million Jews in Israel. Many are descendants of Holocaust 
survivors. There are many Jews from Arab lands as well. How 
probable is it that these people will engage willingly in a second 
diaspora? 

War is evil, but where in all of Chris Hedges’ writings is there a 
solution? 
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Sloan Bashinsky 

Well said. This is a religious war, it’s been going on a long time, it is 
rooted the scriptures of the Jews, Christianity and Islam, gong back to 
Abraham, Ishmael and Isaac. As long as the State of Israel exists, 
there will be trouble in Palestine. If Israel were to cease to exist, the 
different Islamic factions would war with themselves, as they have 
done and do elsewhere. | say the Oct 7 attack was clever bait to get 
Israel to do what it is doing in Gaza, and Israel swallowed the bait 
hook, line and sinker. Unable to defeat Israel head-on, Hamas figured 
out what it would take to provoke Israel to turn the entire world against 
it, except for America, whose Bible thumpers will not stand for a 
president or Congress abandoning Israel, which they want to remain 
and defend their so-called holy land, where Jewish leaders once had 
Jesus crucified. Taking sides with Hamas or with Israel is taking sides 
with Evil. 


Sloan Bashinsky 
(I wrote this below last night and decided to sleep on it and 
dreams prompted me to make the leap.) 


As you pointed out, Rick, Islamic Hamas views the murdered Gaza 
civilians as martyrs, meaning, they went straight to Paradise, and were 
necessary sacrifices in Hamas’s scheme to provoke Israel to turn the 
entire world against it. 

The German theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote The Cost of 
Discipleship, in which he compared cheap grace to the real thing. He 
said, silence in the face of Evil itself is Evil, God will not hold us 
guiltless. He and others tried to assassinate Hitler and were caught 
and executed. 

A demon has taken up residence in the people running Hamas and 
Israel, and in their respective military. The demon has won. The only 
way forward is both sides recognize what has happened to them and 
they own it and they stop fighting and they leave each other alone 
indefinitely. The odds of that happening might be less than zero. 
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People who line up in support of either side open themselves to being 
infiltrated unawares by the demon. 

Do | post that as a comment? If | do, will that convince the people here 
that | am insane? If | don’t post it, | betray the truth, | betray God by 
any name. 

What a mess has been made by religious people, who have no clue 
where they stand with God. 


Rick 

What you are advocating is a non-zero-sum-game as opposed to the 
one being played out in universities, alternative media, many of the 
postings on this site and certainly within the core strategy of the Likud 
Party and HAMAS. 

"He said, silence in the face of Evil itself is Evil" 

There are reasons for the fear within the heart of the Israelis. This fear 
has led to the Likud Party dominance and the ever encroaching 
settlers on the West Bank. This fear has been stoked by the behavior 
of HAMAS. One cannot blithely dismiss the true genocide in Europe 
which occurred less that 100 years ago and its impact on a people. 
The Palestinians have suffered. Their land was taken through fiat and 
they have gradually lost more and more sovereignty. They also have a 
failed leadership that has over promised and only delivered failure and 
death. They are not prosperous, they are not safe, and they have very 
little opportunity. Not all of this immiseration is Israel's fault. 

This choosing sides in the game of "who is most evil" is also evil since 
it ignores or excuses evil. It tolerates and accepts this evil as a justified 
strategy for liberation. Dead people cannot be liberated. 

Both extremes are consumed by an ancient evil and both are at fault 
for this tragedy. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

We seem to be in agreement. | have suggested America offer Israel’s 
people sanctuary in America, which should have happened after World 
War Il, if Israel will pack up and leave Palestine. | can’t imagine, 
though, either side going for it. It’s a horrible mess there, and | see no 
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happy ending for so long as Israel, Islam, Judaism and Christianity 
exist in their present mindsets. 


Rick 

| would certainly support America offering sanctuary in the US. 
However, were | Jewish and an Israeli would | want it? Following the 
Jewish diaspora this ethnic group lived in many different nation states. 
No less a personage than Otto von Bismark saw merit in marriage 
between prominent Jewish families and German gentiles. However, 
they were subject to pogroms and near eradication in Europe. Would | 
trust the United States? More, perhaps than other countries, however, 
who is to say that Christian fascism in the US will always be supportive 
of the Jewish people? 

Additionally, who is to say what a Palestinian state would do in the 
Middle East. HAMAS owes Iran for the aid. Hezbollah is a proxy of 
Iran as is Palestinian Jihad. Religion is simply being employed as it 
often has been as a rationalization for supporting objectives and all too 
frequently inhumanity. | doubt seriously that a Palestinian state would 
bring peace to the Middle East. 


Sloan Bashinsk 
Every point you raised is valid. 


| recall when Roos Perot begged the first President Bush on Larry 
King Live not to get involved in Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait. Perot said his 
company had tried to do business with Arabs and each time he 
thought they got a good deal, it turned out they had gotten out-witted, 
and he decided Arabs think differently form Americans he his company 
stopped doing business with them. He said Arabs are always getting 
into squabbles and going into tents and coming out arm in arm, until 
the next squabble. Arabs will sell Kuwait’s oil to America, regardless of 
which Arabs control Kuwait, and going to war over Kuwait was not one 
American casualty. 
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| thought Perot was spot on. A week or two later, | watched that 
President Bush say on national TV that he could not let the American 
way Of life be threatened. Turned out, Bush’s ambassador had given 
Saddam Hussein the green light to take part of Kuwait, it wouldn't 
matter to America. Turned out, Saudi Arabia letting the free Kuwait 
American-led coalition statoin in Saudi Arabia really pissed off an 
American ally, Osama bin Laden, whose offer to bring his army from 
Afghanistan to liberate Kuwait, the Saudis had rejected. 


Islam has been at war among its own selves for quite a while, so if 
Israel ceased to exist, | doubt that would bring peace to Palestine. But 
Israel would not be there with its nuclear weapons, which | don’t for a 
heartbeat doubt it will use, if it feels it has no other option. Religious 
fanatics, who got really embarrassed by the Oct 7 attack, which 
punched every last one of their buttons, as Hamas had hoped, are 
liable to do anything, as we are seeing quite clearly in the Christian 
American right, which you call racists, but | think Nazis better suits 
them, given who is their leader, Donald Trump. 


In Christianity’s scriptures, Jesus was born to Jews in Palestine, and 
Jews had him crucified in Palestine, and many American Christians 
want their so-called holy land protected against Islam at all costs, and 
since they aren't interested in moving over there and doing it, they 
want Israel to do it. It’s a perfect storm in the darkest sense of humor, 
and given religious fanatics are running Hamas and Israel, and a 
demon is egging them on, whether they believe that or not, who knows 
what lies ahead? | sure as hell don’t know, and | get told things by 
angels known in the Bible, as does a really good friend of mine, and 
neither of us belong to a religion anymore. 
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Even old shaman grinches try to have some fun on Christmas 


Been getting lots of Merry Christmas wishes, even though I don’t see 
much going on inside of me or in America and the world that feels Merry. 


I’m 81. Each day is a physical struggle for me, which has been the case 
since | was 26 and | woke up one morning and my G.I. tract was all fouled 
up. Diet, exercise, medicine, Christianity, the New Age, yoga, tai chi, chi 
kung, prayer, meditation, spiritual, herbal, shaman, light, Reiki, 
naturopathic, chiropractic, homeopathic, radionics, crystal, flower remedy, 
Hakomi, cranio-sacral healers, Rolfers, massage and physical therapists 
and other kinds of bodyworkers had no answer. So, my gut and | reached a 
tenuous live and let live agreement. 


Sometimes | came across something that seemed to be helping my gut 
feel better and me be hopeful and even joyful, until something decided 
enough was enough, and quickly | started feeling a whole lot worse, to the 
point that | was terrified, and | discontinued what | was doing to try to feel 
better, and whatever in me had reacted backed off, and back to the 
tenuous arrangement we went. That’s how | discovered whatever was 
behind it was intelligent, which was, yeah, disturbing. 
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| also came to see that whenever | took on a new spiritual assignment, 
my gut got grumpier, and it stayed that way until | had worked a bit on the 
new spiritual assignment, and then my gut relaxed and we went back to our 
tenuous arrangement. That was further proof that whatever was behind it 
was intelligent, which added to the rather disturbing, as did my realization 
that | processed other people’s psychic shit, and my own psychic shit, 
through my gut. 


| spent a lot of time pondering and guessing what might be the root 
cause of if my disagreeable gut. Was it something | did that | ought not to 
have done? Something | didn’t do that | ought to have done? In this life, in 
a prior life? Many times | asked the angels, who had taken me on as an 
experiment, to show me what was behind my disagreeable gut, and | got 
no answer, which left me pondering and guessing. 


Prostate cancer radiation therapy in early 2020 didn’t agree with my 
disagreeable gut, and we worked a different even more tenuous 
arrangement. 


That, and feeling like | ran out of new things to write, and dreading 
getting older and more feeble and hurting, and worrying about ending up in 
a facility for people medicine has to keep alive at all costs, caused me to 
hope my Christmas present this year would be the Lord would take me. But 
since I’m still here this Christmas morning, | figure that means the Lord has 
other plans for me today. 


A dream around dawn, and a dream during a nap after breakfast, left me 
feeing | had shat and sat in something | should have left alone, or maybe | 
had shat and sat in two somethings | should have left alone. | sit in lots of 
shitty stuff, as part of working for God, | hope, as opposed to working for 
my ego, or worse, the Devil. | came to accept that. But sitting in shitty stuff | 
should leave alone makes me feel like an idiot. It also creates a sense of 
dread, bordering on terror. 


| noticed in the latter 1990s, that special days, including Christmas, 
tended to be really rough for me in just about all ways, and | came to dread 
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special days coming. So, yeah, | dreaded this day coming, and now that | 
didn’t get taken by the Lord yet, and | don’t feel up to driving two hours 
today, to visit one of my daughters and her husband and their children 
home for Christmas, also helps explain why | don’t exactly cheer up when | 
hear “Merry Christmas.” 


There are impersonal reasons, too, and | will provide some examples. 


INS, |é air 1't, k ut 


The first eee after | posted a link to the N 


sometimes wish | was post at this blog onto my Beek timeline, and this 
happened. 

Doug 

MERRY CHRISTMAS 


Sloan Bashinsky 
Thanks, Doug, but not much Merry going on in America, Palestine, 
Ukraine, to name a few places that cause Jesus to weep ongoing. 


Charles 
Sloan Bashinsky wish as happy of a Merry Christmas as you can deal 
with in this fractured world 


Sloan Bashinsky 

Hard to be happy looking at many millions of American Christians 
backing Israel murdering Gaza civilians, and as many Americans 
giving Hamas a free pass. Just as hard to be happy seeing many 
millions of American Christians believing everything their pagan leader 
in Mar-a-Lago tells them. They all really should study Jesus a bit more, 
especially the parts where he spoke of demonic possession. 


And this: 


December 19, 2023 
The Atrocities In Gaza Are The Perfect Embodiment Of 'Western 
Values' 
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Caitlin Johnstone 


https://www.caitlinjohnst.one/p/the-atrocities-in-gaza-are-the-perfect/co 
mments#comment-46012884 


Listen to a reading of this article (reading by Tim Foley): When Israeli 
president Isaac Herzog described the assault on Gaza as a war “to 
save Western civilization, to save the values of Western civilization,” 
he wasn't really lying. He was telling the truth — just maybe not quite 
in the way that he meant it. 


Sloan Bashinsky 
Writes Sloan’s Newsletter 


Hamas was founded to destroy Israel. Unable to do it, Hamas baited 
Israel to do what it is doing. 


Chang ChokaskiWrites Chang’s Substack 

| would recommend that you read the following book "Hamas 
Contained: The Rise and Pacification of Palestinian Resistance" by 
Tareq Baconi. 

It explains Hamas (and its ideologies, goals, and evolution) better than 
what can be gotten from media sources or second hand information. 
To clarify - Israel purports to represent Judaism (or Jews). But it 
doesn't do either. Israel (and Israeli Zionists) are a subset of Jews - 
they are trying to tie the religion of Judaism to their Zionistic beliefs. 
One reason for this strategy is so that if one insults Israel, they are 
insulting Judaism or Jews. They then use this to attack and silence 
anyone that criticizes Israel. 

Similarly, Hamas uses Islam for its own purposes of resistance and 
increasing the ranks of its members. | doubt its values are religious, 
even though they claim to be based on religious values. 

Ordinarily, | would agree with you that both are terrorist outfits. But that 
is painting with a very wide brush. Yes, both have committed terrorist 
acts. But distinctions need to be made here. Hamas grew out of a 
need for resisting the occupation. If there were no occupation, there 
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would be no need for a Hamas. It would be more accurate to say that 
Hamas is a resistance outfit that has often used strategies of terror to 
resist. 

Similarly, Israel and its Zionist ideology is not a terrorist organization. 
Their goal is to completely occupy Palestine. Ideally, they would like to 
achieve this with "ethnic cleansing". If that fails, they would move on to 
"genocide". What is deplorable and unforgivable is that they use 
strategies of terror to achieve their objectives - in my opinion to a 
greater extent than Hamas. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

Whatever the history of Israel and Hamas, beginning October 7 of this 
year, both behaved like terrorists, so that’s what they are. The broken 
record | keep playing in this forum is, unable to defeat Israel militarily, 
Hamas figured out how to punch every button of the people running 
Israel and its military, to provoke them to do what they are doing in 
Gaza and thereby turn the entire world against Israel. In that context, 
Hamas and Israel are joined at the hip in destroying Gaza and its 
people, culture, buildings, infrastructure and economy. The only 
solution is for Israel and Hamas to stop fighting, exchange their 
hostages, and leave each other alone henceforth, and Israel stops 
taking more land. Is that wishful thinking? Yes. But it is the solution. 


Report for Christmas stock QS, Hamas lover S, Israel lovers, and 


tara eae Peer ee ee 
ISM INGQUSTrES 


Linda 


Re your not very timid post 


| hope you're well ensconced with loving friends and family this 
Christmas Eve-- it's very quiet over here, which is how | like it, and in 
a bit I'll leave for the Church and hope | can get in for the 4:00 
Lessons and Carols without having to stand in a long line. Although 
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not anything like what happens to you when you think or know too 
much about IPC, I'm having such negative thoughts about what's 
happened over the last year or so that the Spirit should probably bar 
the door when | presume to cross the threshold. I'll report on it, but 
only to the extent that it doesn't hurt you. 


I've read your long message and am now going back in search of your 
blogpost. 


So much to talk about-- we'll make a firm dinner date after tomorrow. 
Sloan 


Home alone all day, but it’s been pretty peaceful, for a change. | don’t 
want to get re-involved in your church. It’s not part of my life, it’s not 
important to me. But if God insists ... Meanwhile, Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
summed it up: "Silence in the face of Evil itself is Evil, God will not hold 
us guiltless." Only people in your church have standing to deal with it. 
Or consent by silence. Or leave. That you have not left, nor been 
barred by the Spirit from entering, could mean you are being called to 
make a rumpus, which is where we disagreed the other time :-). 


Linda 


Merry peaceful Christmas! Thanks for the note-- we can take up our 
weighty matters later, but at the moment, after a really depressing 
ministerial intrusion on Lessons and Carols yesterday, | and a number 
of my friends are truly bummed out, and some of us have decided to 
talk about what to do about it. You and Herr Bonhoeffer are right, it's 
up to us. It's not that our minister is evil, but his personal difficulties 
seem to be flooding the church. 


| totally agree with you about Palestine. 


More this coming week. 
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Sloan 


Heh, I'll send you a link to my Christmas Day blog post. 


Am looking forward to dinner with you, but not to hearing about what’s 
happening in your church, other than | might like to hear of any 
rumpus you made there. 


Now something that did cheer me up yesterday was a meme posted on 
Facebook by a south Alabama amiga, under which | commented, 
“Amensky”. 


Be kind 
and full of love... but 


have boundaries 
like a motherfucker. 


| ain't neva gonna fergit her “Pigs in mud” pome: 


All want the security of the well fed pig. 
Horror at the baseness unrecognized. 
A lifetime spent in shirt stuffing. 

And pen comparison. 

Is truth more palatable when honeyed? 
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Is a stark soulscape less so with the eyes of Monet? 
May my affectations always be understood. 


52 


As Palestine and Ukraine burn, the South rises again in America and 
Donald Trump is the white suprematicsts's Fuhrer 


This very true title below showed up in my email account this morning, 
but the accompanying text did some weaving and winding that reminded 
me of how Donald Trump and MAGAs, and even Joe Biden, weave and 
wind ... 


It's Insane That Anyone Is Still Supporting Israel 
Caitlin Johnstone 


JAN 5, 2024 


It honestly blows my mind that there are still people adamantly 
supporting Israel after all this. After all the people they’ve killed. After 
all the lies they've been caught in. After all their comments endorsing 
genocide and ethnic cleansing, and all their actions showing they 
mean it. 

If you're still supporting Israel at this point, you're just telling everyone 
you don’t care about truth or morality. You’re announcing to the world 
that you care only about your weird ideological agendas and 
geopolitical control. 

You are publicly proclaiming that you are a dogshit human being. That 
you have lived on this earth all these years without arriving at any level 
of emotional or psychological maturity. That you have wasted your life 
on this planet. 


“~~ 


You guys it’s really really really important that Trump doesn’t get 
re-elected, because if he does then the US will have a president who 
supports mass murder and genocide and ethnic cleansing and he'll 
probably let a ton of people get killed by racist tyrants. 

In all seriousness it’s extremely ridiculous that Biden sabotaged peace 
in Ukraine and is sponsoring a genocide in Gaza and we're all sitting 
here praying that he doesn’t start a new war in the middle east, yet 
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we're still meant to be super duper worried if Trump gets back into the 
White House. Biden is everything people were worried Trump would 
be. 


Click this link to read the rest of Caitlin’s rant: 


https://www.caitlinjohnst.one/p/its-insane-that-anyone-is-still-supportin 
g 


My comment to Cailin, who has yet to reply to any of my many comments 
under her bash Israel, defend Hamas newsletters. 


Sloan Bashinsky 
Donald Trump has said he is Israel’s best friend. 


| agree that anyone who supports Israel now is insane. | also think 
anyone who supports Hamas now is insane. Yet, | think it’s worse than 
insane. It’s demonic. 


| am 81 years old, and have been around the globe twice, including 
spending time in Australia. 


Caitlin lives in Melbourne. 


| don’t see how Caitlin, or anyone, who does not live in Ukraine, can 
be an expert on what's going on in Ukraine. 


Nor do | see how anyone, who does not live in America, can 
appreciate the threat Trump poses to America, first, and to the entire 
world, second. 


When Trump was married to Ivana, he kept a book of Hitler’s 
speeches in a cabinet on his side of their bed and sometimes he read 
it at night. When later asked about that, Trump said, if he ever had 
such a book, he didn’t read it. 


Photos and videos of the Charlottesville Confederate monument 
removal protest showed oceans of white people and some 
Confederate and Swastika flags. Photos and videos of MAGA rallies 
showed oceans of white people. Photos and videos of the January 6 
insurrection showed oceans of white people and some Confederate 
flags. 


A picture is worth a thousand words. Res ipsa loquitur, the thing 
speaks for itself. 


After Trump was elected in 2016, he made it very plain that he 
admired Vladimir Purtin being elected President for life. Now he talks 
about being a dictator, if he wins the 2024 electron. 


About a month ago, a tech buddy and | did a podcast about 
Amendment 14, Section 3 of the U.S. Constitution. 14/3 bars anyone, 
who engaged in insurrection or rebellion against the US Constitution, 
after making an oath to defend the Constitution, from holding public 
office. 


Several private citizens had filed 14/3 legal actions to have Trump 
disqualified, and the actions were dismissed for lack of standing. 
Finally, a 14/3 action was filed in a Colorado state court, and the judge 
ruled Trump had engaged in insurrection, but there was no evidence 
14/3 applied to the presidency. The plaintiff appealed to the Colorado 
Supreme Court. 


My tech friend and | did a podcast about 14/3 and the Colorado case: 


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ool2d7q6hag 


Amendment 14 Section 3 Law School Exam Question Not for Faint of 
Heart. 
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| wrote article, couched as a law school exam question and answer 
about bringing a 14/3 action in federal court, which was a free read at 
the internet library: 


https://archive.org/details/amendment-14-section-3-law-school-exam 


The podcast and the article were picked up by a satellite radio station 
in Denver, Colorado, and the radio show host had a federal judge, who 
was a Republican, on the show to discuss our 14/3 podcast and 
article. 


The host and the judge were not on the same page at all. He was 
dismissive of me and the host kept after him, and finally he conceded 
that President Biden should have brought the 14/3 action after it was 
known T/rump would run again. 


And that was the point | made the podcast and the 14/3 article. 


Biden and Trump both swore oaths to preserve, protect and defend 
the Constitution, so it was Biden’s duty to bring the 14/3 action, and if 
he failed in that duty, a private U.S. citizen could bring the action for 
him. 


The judge kept insisting Trump was not leading a white supremacist 
movement, he had blacks in his administration. The radio show host 
kept pointing the judge to photos and videos and res ipsa loquitur, 

which every lawyer and judge knows is evidentiary in a legal action. 


After that interview, watches of the podcast and reads of the article 
blew up. The radio station was inundated with death threats. The 
station’s insurance carrier canceled the station’s insurance. The 
station went off the air. 


Then, the Colorado Supreme Court, in a 4/3 decision, reversed the 
state court judge, amd ruled Trump could not be on the Colorado 
ballot, but the Court stayed implementation of the order, to give Trump 


a chance to appeal to the US Supreme Court. The Colorado Supreme 
Court was inundated with death threats. 


Already, the New York state judge presiding over the civil action 
against Trump’s businesses, and the judge’s law clerk, and their 
families, were inundated with death threats. 

As were election officials and courts in other states inundated with 
death threats over 14/3. 


The Georgia state prosecutor and her legal team producing Trump 
under Georgia’s RICO statute were inundated with death threats. 


Yesterday, bomb threats were made against many state governments, 
which were perceived to oppose Trump. 


| think anyone who backs Trump is insane. | think anyone who backs 
Biden is insane. 


And there’s the rub. Insane people are not legally responsible for their 
actions. 


The further rub is, because they are insane, insane people cannot be 
reasoned with. 


The further rub is, it’s worse than insane. It’s demonic.. 
So, what’s the solution? 


If | were the U.S. President, | would declassify everything the U.S. 
Government has about ETs, UFOs, etc.. | would give all of it to the 
news media and social media. 


That would fuck up everything and perhaps would made a difference. 


Or perhaps not. 
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This morning, January 6, | added to my comment above. 


Sloan Bashinsky 
Today is January 6. 


Yesterday, the US Supreme Court, containing 3 justices appointed by 
Donald Trump, agreed to hear the Colorado Supreme Court 
Amendment 14, Section 3 appeal. There are 9 justices, 6 are 
conservatives, 3 are liberals. it will be interesting to his former law 
clerk to a United States District Court Judge to see how the 9 justices 
deal with 14/3, see below, knowing if they rule against Trump, their 


and their families’ lives will be at grave risk. 


14/3 was passed to prevent leaders of the Confederacy from holding 
public office. 


"No person shall be a Senator or Representative in Congress, or 
elector of President and Vice-President, or hold any office, civil or 
military, under the United States, or under any State, who, having 
previously taken an oath, as a member of Congress, or as an officer of 
the United States, or as a member of any State legislature, or as an 
executive or judicial officer of any State, to support the Constitution of 
the United States, shall have engaged in insurrection or rebellion 
against the same, or given aid or comfort to the enemies thereof. But 
Congress may by a vote of two-thirds of each House, remove such 
disability." 


While all of that was going on: 


Feral Finster 

If you insist on making that silly argument, | lived much of my 
adult life in Ukraine. | speak Russian and a passable version of 
Ukrainian, although | am in no part Russian or Ukrainian, nor am | 
related by blood or marriage to a Russian or Ukrainian. 


Sloan Bashinsky 


58 


If you lived in Ukraine during the current Russian invasion, 
I’m interested in your assessment of Ukraine and Russia 
today. 

A fellow living in Ukraine watched a podcast we did about 
the most recent Russian invasion of Ukraine and Vladimir 
Putin (we were banned from Russia and Belarus), and 
emailed my tech buddy, who makes the podcasts possible. 
Without telling me, my tech buddy used his money and his 
contacts from prior work he had done to get the man in 
Ukraine and his girlfriend and his grandmother and 13 more 
Jews and 6 Christians into a UN refugee camp on the Polish 
border, and the Jews were accepted by Israel and flown 
there for free by either the UN or Israel, and the Christians 
were accepted by the Czech Republic and were flown there 
for free. | learned of that via email from the Ukrainian man, 
who said a Russian rocket had killed his mother in Ukraine, 
and all of them, the 21, were friends and stayed in Kiev 
sewers at night, which were safer from Russian rockets than 
the Kiev bomb shelters. 

When I see Caitlin sometimes blame President Biden and 
the Ukraine President for what Russia is dong in Ukraine, | 
wonder if she needs a brain transplant. 

Back in October, Australian voters decisively rejected a 
proposal to recognize Indigenous people in the constitution, 
in a major setback to the country's efforts for reconciliation 
with its First Peoples. That’s Caitlin’s country. | did not follow 
her back then, and | wonder if she tore into that? 


Feral Finster 
How many red herrings and irrelevant assertions and 


arguments by association can you pack in one paragraph? 


Sloan Bashinsky 
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How many angels can dance on the head of a needle? :-) 
For weeks now | have watched Caitlin and her fans and 
Chris Hedges and his fans give Hamas and Islam unlimited 
free passes while blaming everything going on in Gaza on 
Israel, when it’s crystal clear to anyone with half a brain that 
what’s going on in Gaza is what Hamas hoped would go on 
in Gaza after the October 7 attack. Hamas would have been 
really disappointed if Israel had not taken the October 7 bait. 
So, if you and others here and Caitlin wish to continue 
thinking like half-brain people, that’s what Hamas is doing, 
and Israel is doing, and President Biden is doing, and a lot of 
people in America are doing with respect to Palestine, and 
with respect to Ukraine, and with respect to something far 
bigger and potentially terrible looming in America, centered 
around Donald Trump, whose base wants Israel to turn Gaza 
and Islam into a giant wasteland. 


Feral Finster 

Pretty rich that you insist that only those who live in Ukraine 
are entitled to judge it, but you blame Australia in general the 
way you think they should, and blame Caity in particular, 
without knowing how she came down. 

Basically,.your beef boils down to the fact that we're not 
knee-jerk Team D tribalists. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

| said only people living in Ukraine can be experts on 
Ukraine. So, if you wish to learn about Ukraine, talk with 
someone living there, like | did. :-). | have been to Australia, 
and | saw up close and personal the effect white Australians 
and their brand of Christianity had on aborigines. Much the 
same happened to the real Americans after the sailing ships 
arrived. | have followed Caitlin’s occasional peeps about 
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Ukraine. | think she should go live there a while and 
experience a year of Russian rocket attacks and see for 
herself what’s going on in Ukraine. 


Feral Finster 


So you visited Australia and that makes you qualified to pass 
judgment on Australia in general and Caity in particular. (I 
won't judge you based in Alabama, don't worry.) And | 
suppose you also are an expert on Donbass because you 
talked to a Ukrainian and got sucked into their ethnic beef 
because Team D. 

| lived there and | don't have an ethnic dog in the fight. But 
you wouldn't like what | have to say. Because | don't argue 
for Team D. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

| never talked with anyone about Donbass, but | think | recall 
you, or someone at Caitlin’s forum, said a little about it a 
while back. | suppose that’s good enough reason for Russia 
to be sending Iranian rockets into Kiev and other Ukraine 
cities. The way you and Caitlin think reminds me of the way 
Donald Trump and MAGAs think. 

Last fall, Australia passed judgment on itself when it rejected 
an amendment to its constitution to recognize its indigenous 
people. ld love to hear Caitlin’s thoughts about that, 
because she is an expert on Australia, which | admit | am 
not, but | did spend some time there, and did see plenty to 
remind me of the way the early colonists and their 
descendants treated the aborigines in America, and the 
African slaves they brought to America. 

| see plenty of that in Alabama, which is a Trump and MAGA 
stronghold. The South is rising again in America, and Donald 
Trump is the white supremacists’s Fuhrer. 
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Feral Finster 

No, you passed judgment on Caity because Australia voted 
the way it did. 

And Ukraine has been shelling Donbass since 2014. 

You squirm like a cornered rodent, but you corner yourself 
because you are a partisan hack, and not even a very clever 
one. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

Australia passed judgment on itself, and since Caitlin is 
Australian, | would like to know what she said about that. 
Meanwhile, this from Aljazeer looks like ethnic cleansing to 
me, after perhaps a wee bit of genocide like what happened 
to the real Americans. 
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Grandfossil’s tales to his grandchildren, a different sort of last will and 
testament 


Okay, baby fossils, once upon a time, the first of you was born and your 
father called me in Colorado, where | then lived, and asked me what | 
wanted my grandchildren to call me, and out of my mouth popped, 
“Grandfossil”, and that’s how your having a dinosaur for a grandfather 
began. 


A while before, | had escaped from the Smithsonian Institute in 
Washington, D.C., which really liked having an actual live dinosaur in 
residence, because it attracted a lot of people and helped the Smithsonian 
raise lots of money to fund their search for others of my kind. | didn’t mind 
being stared, gawked and pointed at day after day, but | did mind being 
cooped up all the time in such a small place, after having roamed with 
others of my kind all over America for a very long time. 


So, | started getting grouchy, and | started growling and roaring at the 
spectators, and finally the zookeepers at the Smithsonian asked me what it 
would take for me to be nice to the parents and children who came to gawk 
at me, and | said | needed to be allowed to go outside and roam around a 
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little each day, and not to worry, | would be nice and would not eat any 
humans, and | would evolve and become a vegetarian and nibble grass 
and leaves off bushes and trees. 


The zookeepers said okay to that, if | would wear a tracker on my right 
hind ankle, in case something happened to me and | couldn't get back to 
the Smithsonian, and they would know where to bring a crane and a flatbed 
truck to haul me home to safety. | agreed to that, and they put a tracker on 
my hind right ankle, and | was allowed to leave out the back door after the 
sun went down and there was much less chance of my being seen. | 
moseyed down a dark ally and came to a large what | later learned humans 
called a dumpster, and | gnawed off my right hind foot and the tracker, and 
started growing a new right hind foot, and I’ve been on the lam every since. 


While | have not yet eaten even one human, there were plenty of times 
when | wanted to eat quite a few of them, especially some lawyers | got to 
know pretty well. But | had made a promise, and keeping my word was 
really important to me, and | didn’t eat even one human, but I did nibble on 
them sometimes, and | liked doing that, and | nibbled on more of them, and 
| liked doing that, and so | became accustomed to nibbling on humans, and 
even though some of them didn’t like being nibbled, | couldn't help myself, 
because | still had those ancient meat-eating genes stored deep inside of 
me, and nibbling humans was how | kept those genes happy enough that 
they did not eat me alive for trying to be something | was not. 


So, that’s how it began, before you were born, and that’s how it went 
after you were born, and that’s how it will go for a while longer, until | leave 
for the Great Beyond, but | won’t be gone entirely, because of all the tales | 
will leave behind of how | nibbled on humans, and even became very close 
to some of them, including your mothers and their husbands and you baby 
fossils, but also quite a few other humans who became very dear to me. 
And, yes, there was your mothers’ older brother, who died in infancy of 
what then was called crib death, which later became known as sudden 
infant death syndrome, aka SIDS. 
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| was leveled by his death, but | knew he had not died but had only left 
his body and gone in the Great Beyond and was doing very well. Even so, 
it took me a very long time to understand that he had done what he came 
to do, which was to so disturb me, that | would never, regardless of how 
much | tried, be able to fit myself into the plans my parents and 
grandparents and even | had for me. Thus began my evolution into a 
grandfossil, which took a very long time, and it was not easy, and often it 
was awful, but my star's course was set and there was nothing | could do 
but go with it, even as many people | knew became convinced | had lost my 
mind, and sometimes when it got really rough, | felt that maybe | had, but 
something seemed there that kept poking and prodding me, and 
sometimes encouraging me, and | kept lumbering along and nibbling. 


As time passed, | got where I no longer could physically romp around 
and play various sports like | once did, and | returned to playing the card 
game known as bridge, which my parents had taught me, and | found 
bridge clubs where | lived and played there, and | made lots of friends 
doing that, and some not good friends. | later took up playing chess, which 
had terrified me all of my life, because of how stupid it made me feel. But 
after a voice | knew well told me in my sleep in early 2005, that | needed to 
learn how to play chess, | knew where people played chess, as | had been 
watching them, and | started playing chess with them, and | must have lost 
a thousand games before | won one. Today, | play chess with several old 
farts, whom | really like. 


Bridge and chess were something | could take with me wherever | lived, 
and exercised my brain and maybe helped it stave off feeble mindless. 
Bridge and chess became the major aspect of my social life, after | got too 
old and feeble to dance with and date women, if any were around who 
wanted to have dealings with a dinosaur. | had met a few women along the 
way, who did want to do that, and they woke up something new in me, 
which I did not know existed, as the women | loved before them, dating 
back to my first wife, your grandmother. They enriched my life. The last of 
them passed away in 2022, and then | did a podcast about her called, 
“Homeless cowgirl shaman with the blues saved Key West from Hurricane 
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Irma obliteration.” A whole lot of people around the world watched that 
podcast. Here’s a link for it: 


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZZ0DcO3eksU&t=54s 


Hurricane Irma is what led to my deciding to move from Key West back 
to Alabama, and how that came about, you two older baby fossils’ mother 
can tell you all about. 


Meanwhile, a few days ago, | ordered online two Poetic Outlaws T-shirts, 
one to wear, the other to hang on a hammered nail somewhere in my 
apartment, which has a variety of artistic impressions hanging on walls and 
anywhere else they can find purchase. The t-shirts arrived yesterday and | 
hung one of them beside the front door to my apartment. 
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The Sloan’s Place sign was made by an interesting fellow living on Big 
Pine Key, who did some work for me in and around my trailer on Little Torch 
Key from 2010-2103. He also made a wooden sign on which was purloined 
from the “Gladiator” movie: “What we do here today echoes in Eternity”. 
That sign was much larger and | don’t recall what became it, but if anyone 
down Florida Keys way has seen it lately, | would love to pay for its 
transportation to Birmingham. 
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The walking stick was given to me by a retired animal doctor, who 
graduated from Auburn University's veterinarian school, and | think he 
might have taught there a while. A crusty one, wry wit, really smart, calls 
them as he sees them, | never was tempted to nibble on him, but | did have 
some conversations with him about the puzzling habit of humans having 
vets put down their ailing pets, but humans requiring humans to live as long 
and painfully as possible, regardless of how much money that cost, and he 
said that puzzled him, too, but he was retired and, so sorry, he was not 
going to get involved with that puzzle. 


The wall tapestry hanging on my front door is one of several made by a 
lady neighbor in my apartment building, who once was the legal secretary 
for an eccentric Birmingham lawyer for whom | held great affection, 
perhaps because he also was a writer of sorts. His old legal secretary is a 
bit touched in the head, and | knew she means well, but finally | had to tell 
her | was not interested, and if she kept nosing around, | would have to call 
a lawyer | would have preferred to eat, to help her stay in her own lane. 


The colorful rug is from Home Depot, and the clock is from Target. The 
fake flowers in the urn are from Walmart, and the urn | found in a local thrift 
store. | found the dining room table and chairs and couch and the sitting 
chairs, and a lot of lovely impressionist art pieces, and some funky crafts 
and sculptures, and fake plants in that and another thrift store In 
Birmingham. 


Obviously, | don’t take meals at the dining room table, which means | 
don’t have people over for dinner, either. Sometimes | take a couple of 
women | have known for a while out to dinner, one at a time. But nothing 
romantic, as they don’t speak dinosaur very well, and maybe it wouldn't 
matter if they did, after the prostate cancer radiation during the covid 
shutdown maybe killed my rutting urges, finally. 
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| also have real plants, and nestled with them, more fake flowers form 
Walmart, and a fake bamboo plant to the right from a thrift store. No, | don’t 
nibble on the real plants:-). 
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The original parque wood floor dates the building back to the early 1950s. 


The couch, aka the crime scene, is where | eat meals that | prepare in 
the kitchen or bring home from take out restaurants, and where | watch a 
lot of TV sports and Netflix and Prime movies, and play chess online 
against people | don’t know, and duplicate bridge online with a shut-in 
fellow, and that couch is where | sit and write on my laptop and record 
redneck mystic podcasts and say and write a lot of weird shit that some 
people seem to like, and other people don’t like. The red hat has Alabama 
on it. Part of the redneck costume. 
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This apartment building is located in a lovely area of Birmingham’s 
“Southside”. I’ve lived here three times. It’s where | come back to after | quit 
running away from home. The first time, 1995, only white people lived here. 
The second time, 1998, | was coming out of the black night of the soul and 
nearly all of the tenants were white. Now, people of all colors and 
nationalities live here. This large one-bedroom apartment, with stove and 
refrigerator, heat, hot water and garbage pick up provided by the landlord, 
rents for $965 a month, and in Key West would rent for $3,000 a month. 


Since moving into this apartment in June 2019, | wrote six books, which 
began as blogs and now are free reads at the internet library, archive.org. 
Five of the books are non-fiction, but perhaps could be classified as 
stranger than fiction :-): 
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A Southern Lawyer Who Became a Mystic, a trilogy, which contains A 
Few Remarkable Alabama People | Have Known (2004); Diary of a 
Redneck Mystic God Grabbed Once Upon a Time; Spontaneous 
Ramblings of a Bat Shaman; The Golden Flake Clown’s Tale; 
Alabama’s Tiny Kingdom Black Sheep. 


The 6th book, Return of the Strange (2023), is the beyond stranger than 
fiction sequel to the beyond stranger than fiction novel, HEAVY WAIT; A 
Strange Tale (2001). 


Also beyond stranger than fiction at archive.org is my 1st novel, 
Kundalina, Alabama (1992), which kinda fell out of me when | lived in 
Colorado. It was written under a pen name, Jake Carruthers, initials, J.C. 
:-), and in the Invocation, Jake tells the reader: 


This tale - for it really is that and not a novel - is about Alabama, the 
“Heart of Dixie, as it is called by people from those parts. None of this 
book is true except the parts you believe are true. A real person didn’t 
write this book because no real person would be that crazy. So if you 
think you know a rea person who wrote it, then forget that nonsense 
right away. Or at the ver least, keep your opinion to yourself to protect 
the family of the real person you think wrote it. 


The wear and tear of life and time nudged Jake to stop using a fake 
name. 


Centered around somewhat but not entirely restrained to Birmingham, 
the not entirely made up characters in Kundalina, Heavy Wait and Return of 
the Strange take the reader on wild rides, which were not entirely made up. 


Also at archive.org is Prisons & Freedom (1991), which really pissed of 
Bo Lozoff, who was viewed as the prison inmate guru back in that time until 
he confessed during some scandalous revelations that he was a fake, yet | 
still think his various books about the spiritual path, no matter what 
personal circumstances someone faces, are well worth reading. 
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My tech wizard amigo, known as “Bob” in The Redneck Mystic Lawyer 
Podcast episodes, figured out how to convert those books so that they 
could be read at archive.org. He also figured out how to do the 
no-soliciting, ad-free podcast and run it up onto You Tube, and into the 
Torrent system, where people and platform moderators and their clients 
actually like something different, which also is the case at archive.org. 


Bob is why the podcast and my books mentioned above are being 
watched and read all over the world, in far greater numbers than my first 
three consumer protection books, which were published by the 
Prentice-Hall Division of Simon & Schuster: HOME BUYERS: Lambs to the 
Slaughter?(1983), Selling Your Home $weet Home(1984), and KILL ALL 
THE LAWYERS? A Client’s Guide to Hiring, Firing, Using and Suing 
Lawyers (1986). 


| was widely interviewed by local, regional and national media about 
those books, which made me kinda famous for a while, but did not line my 
pockets with the desperately hoped for lucre | thought | needed to prove 
myself to my father and his by then deceased father, very successful 
capitalists. 


At tinykingdomeblacksheep.blogspot.com, | am well into writing posts 
that will be chapters in yet another book, which | have been calling “Late 
Life Reflections of a Tiny Kingdom Birmingham County Club Heretic’, but 
perhaps a different title is incubating? Bob will load the finished product into 
the archive.org. 


Beside many tales, the books contain some visions and a lot of poetry 
that up and jumped out of me, and a few of many soul drawings that leaped 
out of me. This soul drawing below of the homeless cowgirl shaman with 
the blues arrived 10 years before | met her. She was taught by a Native 
American shaman, and some of her rituals required wild bird feathers, 
which just showed up when she needed a feather to show up. All of my 
soul drawings were prophetic in some way. 
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| view my books and the podcast like my children and legacy, a last will 
and testament quite unlike anything my parents and their parents and | 
could have imagined when my father strongly recommended that | take a 
typing class during my first year at Ramsay High School in Birmingham. 


For fifteen years, | had no contact with your mothers and fathers, thus 
with you baby fossils, which was not my choice. During that time, | had a lot 
of experiences, quite a few of which are recounted in my books and in the 
podcast episodes. | met new people and made some very good friends. 
Two of them, much younger than me, became like younger siblings. Bob is 
one of them. The other is a woman named Brenda, who was my closest 
friend since 2005, until Bob showed up in 2017, when I was in a rough 
situation only he could help me with. They know me far better than anyone 
else in this world knows me. 


| pay Bob for the work he does for me, and he will look after the podcasts 
and my books after | leave this life. His association with me cost him good 
paying work because his employers thought he was nuts for having 
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anything to do with me. Last fall, contracts were taken out on his life 
because of community service interventions he was doing where he lived. 
Then, some bad men nearly killed Bob and left him for dead. Now he is in a 
secret hideout, being attacked by demons that had sent the bad men to kill 
him. | have special affection for Bob and Brenda. 


Now, in case you might be thinking Bob and | are a bit paranoid. the 
podcast he and | did on Donald Trump being barred by U.S. Constitution 
Amendment 14, Section 3, from holding public office, because he had 
engaged in insurrection against the Constitution, was picked up by a 
Colorado satellite radio station, which interviewed a federal judge about the 
podcast and an Article 14, Section 3 article | had written, which Bob 
published at the free internet library, archive.org, and the podcast went viral 
in Colorado and the radio station was inundated with death threats, and the 
station’s insurance carrier cancelled its insurance policy with the station, 
and the station went off the air. The Colorado Supreme Court then ruled 
14/3 barred Trump from being on the Colorado ballot, and the Court was 
inundated with death threats. Here’s a link for that podcast: 


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ool2d7q6hag&t=6s 


So, younguns, America ain't nothing today like it was when I was a boy 
and could get on a Birmingham city transit bus in Crestline, the “poor” side 
of Mt. Brook, aka The Tiny Kingdom, on Saturday afternoon, and ride the 
bus downtown with a friend to see a movie, and by a coke and popcorn, 
and ride the bus back to Crestline, all for 25 cents, and our parents never 
considered we might be at risk. If | were your ages, | might not want to 
bring a new child into this world, and | might give serious consideration to 
moving to another country. 


In closing, for now, a how to live life in earlier America essay from Poetic 
Outlaws was in my email this Sunday morning, which for a very long time 
hasn't been a day of rest for me. | commented below the essay, and then | 
shared a poem which pretty well explains your Grandfossil's journey since 
he gnawed off his hind foot and the tracker, not realizing a second tracker 
had been imbedded deep in his tail. 
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Sloan Bashinsky 


In the second half of my life, which had begun in 1942, | made quite a 
few sudden up and leave where | was departures, with almost no 
planning, or, rather, with zero planning, and off | went into the next 
adventure into the unknown, and some of it was rather nice, 
interesting, exciting, and some of it was not rather nice, but was 
interesting and exciting. 


We plan, God laughs!” ruled, and so | chuckled when | got to the end 
of the priceless Steinbeck piece: 


"Only when this is recognized can the blown-in-the-glass bum relax 
and go along with it. Only then do the frustrations fall away. In this, a 
journey is like marriage. The certain way to be wrong is to think you 
control it." 


For example: 
“SHANGHAIED” (2004) 


A calling to serve carries its own wisdom, 

which legitimates both the calling and the serving 
so that the two are one: 

Only the one called to serve 

can know this wisdom, 

and for some who are called 

the knowing comes easily, 

while for others the knowing is a fiery baptism. 
Each calling is different, 

and while some callings can be declined, 

others cannot, 

and those whose calling is without repentance 
know they are in it for the duration of the calling, 
and while others may try to persuade them out of it, 
the calling for ones such as these always prevails; 
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thus is it advised to all called for keeps 

that they view their calling as a blessing 

even when it seems at times to be a curse, 

and that they try to reconcile the loss of their captain status 
and allow the Spirit of God to man the helm of their ship 
and be glad and willing crew members thereon, 
knowing that all sailing ships of souls 

need a crew as well as a captain 

to maintain and navigate the ship through 

seas of many tones, depths and flavors; 

so consider each league sailed 

as part of the overall journey 

going to where the captain deigns to go 

by using whatever winds and sea currents available 
to navigate the ship to the experiences 

this ship and crew need to have 

in order to fulfill their calling and its wisdom 
revealed by the journey of many leagues, 

many known only to the ship and its crew, 

all of whom come to know, 

some sooner than others, 

that once conscripted 

there is no safe jumping ship. 


T7 


The war in Gaza drove a lot of people more loco than they already were 


After a brief interlude of personal reflection in Grandfossil’s tales to his 
grandchildren, a different sort of last will and testament at this what | 
suppose some people might view as a nut house, | made yet another visit 
to a nuthouse owned and operated by a lady in Australia. 


Westerners Have An Absolutely Psychotic View Of Airstrikes 


CAITLIN JOHNSTONE 
JAN 8, 2024 


https://www.caitlinjohnst.one/p/westerners-have-an-absolutely-psychot 
ic 


Excerpts: 


Canadian online outlet The Breach has published a letter by CBC’s 
senior manager of journalistic standards Nancy Waugh which 
highlights perfectly the bizarre psychological relationship that 
westerners have with bombs and airstrikes in foreign countries. 

In response to multiple complaints from a retired Humber College 
professor about the wildly biased language that Canada’s state 
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broadcaster has been using to describe Israel's war on Gaza, Waugh 
acknowledged that the CBC routinely uses words like “murderous,” 
“vicious,” “brutal,” “massacre,” and “slaughter” to refer to the October 7 
Hamas attack while using far less emotionally charged words like 
“intensive,” “unrelenting,” and “punishing” to describe Israel’s actions 
in Gaza over the last three months. 

Waugh defended this extreme discrepancy by saying that Israel’s 
attacks in Gaza differ from the Hamas attack on Israelis in that Israel’s 
killings are done “remotely”. 

“Different words are used because although both result in death and 
injury, the events they describe are very different,” Waugh wrote. “The 
raid saw Hamas gunmen stream through the border fence and attack 
Israelis directly with firearms, knives and explosives. Gunmen chased 
down festival goers, assaulted kibbutzniks then shot them, fought 
hand to hand, and threw grenades. The attack was brutal, often 
vicious, and certainly murderous.” 

“Bombs dropped from thousands of feet and artillery shells lofted into 
Gaza from kilometers away result in death and destruction on a 
massive scale, but it is carried out remotely,” Waugh continued. “The 
deadly results are unseen by those who caused them and the source 
unseen by those [who] suffer and die.” 

I've written a number of essays trying to point at the baseless and 
irrational way westerners view military explosives as a far more 
civilized and humane way of killing human beings than bullets or 
blades, but I’ve never written anything that sums it up as clearly as this 
frank admission by the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation’s senior 
manager of journalistic standards. 

Military explosives rip human bodies apart. They burn people alive. 
They trap them under rubble where they die excruciatingly slowly in 
one of the most horrifying ways imaginable. They leave people without 
limbs. They dismember and disfigure children for life. Many of the 
most agonizing deaths in human history have been caused by bombs. 
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There are thousands of Gazans who have yet to be counted among 
the dead because their bodies are still buried under the rubble of fallen 
buildings. Many of them would not have died instantly. Some are still 
alive, waiting for days in a state terror and searing pain for a rescue 
that will never come. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

Writes Sloan’s Newsletter 

Hamas and Israel are equally brutal and vicious, the difference 
between them is, Israel has bigger and better weapons. Maybe 
Hamas will think twice before doing another Oct 7? As for 
impersonal warfare, you keep beating up on the Ukraine 
president, whose country’s cities are being blasted by Russian 
rockets. Why aren't you beating up on Vladimir Putin? It looks to 
me, Caitlin, that Israel's counterattack, which Hamas hoped would 
happen, to get the very result you abhor, has driven you loco; and 
it looks to me, the more you beat up on Israel and minimize 
Hamas's role in this, the more loco you get. 


Arseniy Shchukin 

Sounds like you swallow propaganda pretty nicely . Big Bad Putin 
destroying Ukraine. Not Big Bad USA pushing NATO on Russia 
doorstep, when they promised they wouldn't , provoking the 
conflict . Let’s not even talk about the negotiations in April , when 
Boris Johnson and our administration got shook at the prospect of 
peace, and told Zelenskyy to watch out © like ur beloved Biden 
would say. Common man 


Sloan Bashinsky 

Whatever the history, Ukraine and Russia, Irael and Hamas, I’m 
looking at the slaughter, and if you are defending Putin for 
blasting Ukraine cities with rockets, many made in Iran, then | 
think you are as loco as | think Caitlin is. 
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Arseniy Shchukin 

@ whatever bro , suit yourself if you wanna close your eyes. 
Maybe helps you sleep better at night . | for 1, am sick of 
swallowing mainstream propaganda based on feeling rather than 
objective observation. If your blaming Putin for war crimes and 
defending USA and Israel for defending freedom, | think you need 
a good look In the mirror , and a good re-learning of the truth. If 
that’s what you really are searching for . Good luck Sloan. Btw | 
used to be Pro Israeli a long time ago when | was blind, deaf, and 
dumb . And of course pro “ freedom “. Thank to independent 
media for finally waking my ass up . 


Sloan Bashinsky 

I’m not defending any of them: Israeli, Hamas, Biden, U.S. 
Congress, Putin. If they are slaughtering civilians, they should be 
lined up and shot. If you defend them with mumbo jumbo, then 
that makes you loco in my lingo, or, if you prefer, it makes you 
Evil. 


Dennis Merwood 

The truth about Putin is not welcome my man. 
PUTIN= BAD 

GENOCIDE JOE = GOOD 


Sloan Bashinsky 

Read my lips. Biden should be lined up and shot for helping Israel 
do what it’s doing in Gaza. Hamas's leader and his soldiers 
should be lined up and shot. Israel’s leaders and IDF should be 
lined up and shot. Putin should be lined up and shot. | sure hope 
none of his rockets hit a Soviet Union nuclear reactor in Ukraine. 


DomeLord 
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Sick of killing but yet you demand more killing? Who shall kill the 
killers of killers? How are we to rise above this barbarian culture 
where killing is the answer to life's problems? Is the last one 
standing the best killer of all? 


Sloan Bashinsky 
The leaders of the killers should be allowed to remain alive, so 
they can keep killing? 


Arseniy Shchukin 

Putin's rockets won't hit any nuclear reactors, if any do it'll be 
from Ukraines side fully backed by loco, Mumbo jumbo USA 
support. Any unbiased real following of the events would teach 
you that . Let’s not mention the similarities of Donetsk and Gaza 
for the past 8 years and how they have been shelled 
indiscriminately, solely based on hate and racial discrimination, 
AKA genocide. Seems like u have part of the truth, basically an 
inverted RFK, as he will defend Putin but never condemn Israel , 
but you are the opposite, even though u know claim, out of 
nowhere, to condemn Israel and Biden . Just like RFK, switching 
sides rapidly when convenient. Either that or you are just 
confused. No mumbo jumbo here, unless you gotta clean the 
wools from your eyes. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

Putin’s rockets are blasting Ukraine cities, but that's ok by you, 
apparently, but it ain’t okay for Israels bombs to be blasting Gaza 
cities. Loco. 


Starry Gordon 

They think they have to do it. But | don't think it's correct to say 
that "Westerners" are unconscious of the horrific results of the 
bombings. On the contrary, | don't know anyone who is indifferent 


to what's going on. We just haven't figured out a way to stop it. 
Meanwhile, people like Putin (or any other of the bigdeals) are 
playing the game of Realpolitik as it is played. 


hierochloe 
"Maybe Hamas will think twice before doing another Oct 7?" this 
stinks of apologia 


Starry Gordon 

Well, it's stupid, because it's a proven fact that violence begets 
violence. Yes, Hamas will think twice -- about improving their 
performance next time around. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

Hamas got the exact result they wanted, Oct 7 was bait, Hamas 
would have been really disappointed if Israel had used restraint, 
because Hamas could not beat Israel militarily, so it provoked 
Israel to behave kinda like Putin, Iran, Hitler, Putin. 


hierochloe 

"Hamas got the exact result they wanted" that wasn't the answer 
implied behind your question, but ok. You're still doing the ‘but do 
you condemn hamas' bit, which is becoming a meme tbh (check 
out Dershowitz's weird-ass deflection over Epstein stuff). Keep in 
mind there's no Hamas in the West Bank, just dead Palestinians. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

What Hamas wanted is what Israel did in Gaza, and that’s so 
drop dead obvious that nobody here today, or any day prior, can 
see it. Or, they don’t want to see it. Or, they see it, but they won't 
admit they see it, because then they have to see what the guy 
running Hamas, Yahya Sinwar, really is up to, which should be 
no surprise, since Hamas's initial charter called for the destruction 


of Israel, and Hamas’s amended charter, using different words, 
called for the same result. Unable to beat Israel militarily, Sinwar 
set out to defeat Israel in the court of public opinion, and it was a 
truly brilliant strategy, which Caitlin and her many admires prove 
every time she posts something new bashing Israel and giving 
Hamas a free pass. 


Fran 

| certainly don't approve of what Hamas did, but spare me by 
trying to equate what Hamas did and a genocide which Israel is 
implementing with thousands and thousands and thousands now 
dead, and it goes on and on and on, and maybe until they are all 
dead. Remember Israel even needed to lie about the total 
number of fatalities, lie about the babies killed, lie about the 
woman raped and had to up the number that Hamas killed. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

If you grow out of diapers, you might see Hamas meant to 
provoke Israel to do the very thing it did in Gaza, to turn the entire 
world against Israel, except for about half of America, which 
hopes Israel kills every Muslim in the Middle East. 


Fran 

Tit for tat, look you old fart you're probably in diapers, yes blame 
Hamas for making Israel implement a genocide, but don't forget 
they were Netanyahu's favorites and he empowered them with 
lots of money through the years. Look it up. You are an Israeli 
apologist and that is all you are. No the whole world is not against 
Israel just think how America is pouring weapons into her 
genocidal killing spree, but should the world turn against her, | 
can understand. You act like Israel had no other choice, but she 
did. However, she used what Hamas did to do what she always 
wanted to do. After all didn't Gallant say they were just animals? 
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Didn't Israel have them in an outdoor concentration camp. Does 
that mentality sound familiar? 


hierochloe 
“used what Hamas did to do what she always wanted to do" that 
should be bold underlined 


Sloan Bashinsky 
All true, and Hamas grew up. If you take either side, you go blind, 


Fran 

| am going to take a side, and | am not going to support a 
genocide. Lets not forget that Israel was forewarned of an 
impending attack by Hamas. A year or more before the assault 
Israel had the detailed plans of the attack, but dismissed them, 
and claimed they were too complex for Hamas to carry out. They 
were warned by those who monitored Gaza's borders that 
suspicious behavior was going on. Ignored. Egypt warned them 
on an impending attack, 3 days before, but it was also ignored. 
The fence they claimed would protect the people from such an 
assault was flimsy, not strong like they said it was. | don't even 
think the monitoring system was working at the time. Hamas hit 
20 towns before any response. Everyone complained that the 
response time for those who could protect them was very slow, so 
maybe it was Netanyahu and his right wing party that wanted all 
this to happen so they could implement a genocide. The final 
solution. Who knows. Only 10 years before they were building, 
and building Jewish settlements all over the West Bank which 
continues to this day, but more aggressively, and they continue to 
steal Palestinian land, and | hear they are killing people there, 
and they are hungry. Oh, perhaps you should go back and read 
about the NAKBA, or perhaps you would like to view it on 
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Youtube. It will allow you to see how willing they were to kill and 
displace so many. | have 20/20 vision. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H7FMLOwzJ6A 


Sloan Bashinsky 
You need better vision than that to see that the guy running 
Hamas has Israel, Caitlin and you doing his bidding. 


Fran 
You're the one who wears glasses, not me. | can see. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

| once had a wife, who was a licensed clinical social worker, who 
told new acquaintances that | was the mail man, | delivered the 
message; she didn’t know how | did it, but | could see around 
corners and through buildings. | told the new acquaintances that | 
took no credit for it, one day, like a light switch was thrown, | saw 
everything differently. What had been hidden in plain view, was no 
longer hidden. It came to pass that she didn’t care for some 
things | saw that were important in her life, and that was the end 
of our relationship. 

The guy running Hamas spent a long time in an Israel prison. He 
learned Hebrew. He studied Israel and came to know it better 
than it knew itself. He figured out the best way to beat Israel, and 
the bait was the Oct. 7 attack, which punched every last button in 
Israel’s president and high government and the IDF, provoking 
them to do what they have done in Gaza. The guy leading Hamas 
could care less about all the Gazans IDF killed. He views them all 
as martyrs, for his cause, and they went straight to paradise. 
That's how that segment of Islam thinks. They are as convinced 
of it as the American religious right as sure it is the only 
representative of God and Jesus in America. 
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If you think | am defending Israel, you are blind, deaf and dumb. 
Israel’s leaders and IDF are working for the Devil, literally. As are 
the guy running Hamas and his military. As are Joe Biden and the 
American Congress and the American people, who support what 
Israel did in Gaza. 

Whether or not you, Caitlin, Chris Hedges, or Mickey Mouse, can 
take that in is irrelevant. What's going on between Israel and 
Hamas and other Islamic factions is a religious war, which has 
been going on for a very long time, and it is rooted in their 
scriptures, dating back to Abraham. That war will not end for so 
long as the state of Israel exists in Palestine. What’s going on 
now is just another phase of that very old war. 


Fran 

I've been keeping up with what has been going on in Gaza and 
the West Bank and this article in excellent in providing the reason 
for Oct 7. It provides a perspective which is just about no where. 


Spark That Lit the Fire: Untold Story of Oct 7 Attacks 

Israel is reeling under collective shock because of its tendency to 
pay close attention to analyses of Israel an’ 
https://consortiumnews.com/2024/01/09/spark-that-lit-the-fire-unt 
old-story-of-oct-7-attacks/?eType=EmailBlastContent&eld=74ec9 
5aa-3c4e-4582-890a-6e1c2f011956 


Sloan Bashinsky 

After reading that article, | still say the Oct 7 raid was hoped by 
Sinwar to provoke what it provoked for the purpose or hope of the 
entire world turning against Israel. | hope Sinwar is pleased with 
the result. If not, he is an idiot? He thought Israel would simply 
play tit for tat, after his jihadists killed unarmed men, women and 
children, and raped women, and defiled the raped women’s 
bodies, and took men, women and children hostages, even 
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foreign hostages, including Americans, back to Gaza? Just to get 
Israel to release its Palestinian prisoners, whose numbers were 
drawfed by the number of Gazans IDF already has killed, and 
destroyed their homes and cities and infrastructure and economy, 
and turned the Gaza people into nomads. That some really lousy 
arithmetic. If | lived in Gaza, | would be really pissed off at Sinwar, 
who | doubt gives a shit what the people of Gaza think of him, 
now that the world, except for about half of America, has turned 
against Israel. Yet, facing those facts, Caitlin and many people | 
have engaged at this forum, give Sinwar and Hamas a pass, or 
even admire him. Looks plain loco to me. 


Fran 

Well, not turning against Israel for no reason, but to make the 
world aware of their plight and the horrors imposed on them by 
Israel, like stealing their land, killing them, brutalizing them, 
providing them with no sense of a future, not to mention the 
poverty, and unemployment, and the outdoor concentration camp 
Palestinians were forced to reside in knowing they lived under the 
threat that Israel wanted them gone. Oh, and the West bank, and 
stealing their land, using it for Israeli settlements. By the way 
there is no proof women were raped and babies killed. Kind of 
like America, Iraq has weapons of mass destruction, and Gaddafi 
is carrying on a genocide in Lybia, etc, etc The death rate came 
down by hundreds when they got things straight. So in your 
response no balancing act, no mention of 23 thousand dead 
Palestinains, and the destruction of Gaza, or the hospitals blown 
up. What about that little 9 year old whose whole family was killed 
in this genocide. She had her leg blown off. Still she had hope, 
wanted to be a doctor, take care of people, that is until Israel 
dropped a bomb on the hospital that was caring for her, and blew 
her head off. Yep, you mention all you claim Hamas did, but no 
mention what Israel continues to do, and how many they have 
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killed in their response to the Hamas attack, well that's what 
Sinwar was pissed off at. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

You keep dodging the obvious, which is your privilege, or you 
simply are unable to see it. Sinwar got the precise response from 
Israel he hoped to get. it was a brilliant strategy that Caitlin, Chris 
Hedges, and nobody who keeps bashing Israel can see. I’m not 
defending Israel. I’m simply explaining what the Oct 7 attack was 
really about. 


Jim Jackson 

Your attempt to excuse Israeli terrorism by pointing at Russia is 
Zionist propaganda. Some facts: 3,000 ethnic Russian civilians 
were killed in 2014-15 by Ukrainian artillery shelling of the 
Donbas. 9,500 Ukrainians and ethnic Russians were killed in 
2022-23 by Russian artillery and missiles. In only three months, 
Israel has killed more than 30,000 Palestinians. Israeli savagery 
is clearly the greater. Russia is reclaiming ethnic Russian 
territories. Israel is annexing Palestinian land that it did not 
manage to seize during the Zionist colonization of 1948, 


Sloan Bashinsky 

Caitlin Keeps beating up on Ukraine’s leader, so she is who uses 
Zionist propaganda? Russia is destroying Ukraine cities and 
infrastructure that are no where close to the Russian border. The 
entire area around Israel is Palestine, and Hamas is burrowed 
into the Gaza part. | think Israel should cease to exist, and Islam 
should control Palestine, if it allows people of other beliefs to live 
there peacefully, which | have read is how it was before Israel 
was created. Israel and America will never agree to that, so here 
we are, in yet another phase of a very old religious war between 
descendants of Abraham. 
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Mike Fish 

All who kill civilians are not the same. 

A drunk, or dumbass, distracted, cell phone, driver kill civilians. 
While certainly worthy of scorn, they're certainly not in the same 
league as 

Nazi Israel. 

Intent has a roll in assessing criminal responsibility. 

And, Israel has articulated its intent quite clearly. 

But, the invention of Israel was a crime in the first place. 


Sloan Bashinsky 
And the intention of Hamas on Oct 7 was not a crime? Are you 
100 percent loco? 
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Armchair war profits capitalist correspondent Chris Hedges needs to head 
to Gaza and interview people there and find out what they think about Israel 
and Hamas and its leader Yahya Sinwar 


Retired International war correspondent Chris Hedges, who many times 
put his own life on the line in war zones, needs to stop hedging his bets, by 
continuing to give Hamas a free pass, and to help him do that, Chris needs 
to leave his Princeton armchair and head to Gaza and talk with people 
there and hear what they think about Israel and Hamas and its leader, 
Yahya Sinwar, and report that. 


The Chris Hedges Report 


The Case for Genocide 

The International Court of Justice may be all that stands between the 
Palestinians in Gaza and genocide. 

CHRIS HEDGES 

JAN 12, 2023 


The exhaustive 84-page brief submitted by South Africa to the 

International Court of Justice (ICJ) charging Israel with genocide is 
hard to refute. Israel’s campaign of indiscriminate killing, wholesale 
destruction of infrastructure, including housing, hospitals and water 


91 


treatment plants, along with its use of starvation as a weapon, 
accompanied by genocidal rhetoric from its political and military 
leaders who speak of destroying Gaza and ethnically cleansing the 2.3 
Palestinians, makes a strong case for genocide. 


Israel’s smearing of South Africa as “the legal arm” of Hamas 
exemplifies the bankruptcy of its defense, a smear replicated by those 
who claim that demonstrations held to call for a ceasefire and protect 
Palestinian human rights are “anti-Semitic.” Israel, its genocide live 
streamed to the world, has no substantial counter argument. 


But that does not mean the judges on the court will rule in Israel’s 
favor. The pressure the U.S. will bring — Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken has called the South African charges “meritless” - on the 

judges, drawn from the member states of the U.N., will be intense. 


A ruling of genocide is a stain that Israel - which weaponizes the 
Holocaust to justify its brutalization of the Palestinians - would find 
hard to remove. It would undercut Israel’s insistence that Jews are 
eternal victims. It would shatter the justification for Israel's 
indiscriminate killing of unarmed Palestinians and construction of the 
world’s largest open air prison in Gaza, along with the occupation of 
the West Bank and East Jerusalem. It would sweep away the 
immunity to criticism enjoyed by the Israel lobby and its Zionist 
supporters in the U.S., who have successfully equated criticisms of the 
“Jewish State” and support for Palestinian rights with anti-Semitism. 


Over 23,700 Palestinians, including over 10,000 children, have been 
killed in Gaza since Oct. 7, when Hamas and other resistance fighters 
breached the security barriers around Gaza. Some 1,200 people were 
killed — there is strong evidence that some of the victims were killed by 
Israeli tank crews and helicopter pilots that intentionally targeted the 
some 200 hostages along with their captors. Thousands more 
Palestinians are missing, presumed buried under the rubble. Israeli 
attacks have left over 60,000 Palestinians wounded and maimed, the 
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majority of them women and children. Thousands more Palestinian 
civilians, including children, have been arrested, blindfolded, 
numbered, beaten, forced to strip to their underwear, loaded onto 
trucks and transported to unknown locations. 


A ruling by the court could be years away. But South Africa is asking 
for provisional measures that would demand Israel cease its military 
assault — in essence a permanent ceasefire. This decision could come 
within two or three weeks. It is a decision that is not based on the final 
ruling by the court, but on the merits of the case brought by South 
Africa. The court would not, by demanding Israel end its hostilities in 
Gaza, define the Israeli campaign in Gaza as genocide. It would 
confirm that there is the possibility of genocide, what the South African 
lawyers call acts that are “genocidal in character.” 


The case will not be determined by the documentation of specific 
crimes, even those defined as war crimes. It will be determined by 
genocidal intent - the intent to eradicate in whole or in part, a national, 
ethnic, racial or religious group — as defined in the Genocide 
Convention. 


These acts collectively include the targeting of refugee camps and 
other densely packed civilian areas with 2,000-pound bombs, the 
blocking of humanitarian aid, the destruction of the health care system 
and its effects on children and pregnant women - the U.N. estimates 
there are around 50,000 pregnant women in Gaza, and that more than 
160 babies are delivered every day - as well as repeated genocidal 
statements by leading Israeli politicians and generals. 


Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu equated Gaza with Amalek, a 
nation hostile to the Israelites in the Bible, and cited the Biblical 
injunction to kill every Amalek man, woman, child or animal. Defence 
Minister Yoav Gallant called Palestinians “human animals.” Israeli 
President Isaac Herzog stated, as the South African lawyers told the 
court, that everybody in Gaza is responsible for what happened on 
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Oct. 7 because they voted for Hamas, although half the population in 
Gaza are children who are too young to vote. But even if the entire 
population of Gaza did vote for Hamas this does not make them a 
legitimate military target. They are still, under the rules of war, civilians, 
and entitled to protection. They are also entitled under international 
law to resist their occupation via armed struggle. 


The South African lawyers, who compared Israel’s crimes with those 
carried out by the apartheid regime in South Africa, showed the court a 
video of Israeli soldiers celebrating and calling for the death of 
Palestinians — they sing as they danced “There are no uninvolved 
civilians” - as evidence that genocidal intent descends from the top to 
the bottom of the Israeli war machine and political system. They 
provided the court with photos of mass graves where bodies were 
buried “often unidentified.” No one — including newborns — was spared, 
the South African lawyer Adila Hassim, Senior Counsel, explained to 
the court. 


The South African lawyers told the court the “first genocidal act is 
mass killing of Palestinians in Gaza.” The second genocidal act, they 
stated, is the serious bodily or mental harm inflicted on Palestinians in 
Gaza in violation of Article 2B of the Genocide Convention. Tembeka 
Ngcukaitobi, another lawyer and legal scholar representing South 
Africa, argued that “Israel’s political leaders, military commanders and 
persons holding official positions have systematically and in explicit 
terms declared their genocidal intent.” 


Lior Haiat, spokesperson for the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
calledThursday’s three hour hearing one of the “greatest shows of 
hypocrisy in history, compounded by a series of false and baseless 
claims.” He accused South Africa of seeking to allow Hamas to return 
to Israel to “commit war crimes.” 


Israeli jurists, in their response on Friday, called the South African 
charges “unfounded, “absurd” and amounting to “libel.” Israel’s legal 
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team said it had — despite U.N. reports of widespread starvation and 
infectious diseases from a breakdown in sanitation and shortage of 
clean water — not impeded humanitarian assistance. Israel defended 
attacks on hospitals, calling them “Hamas command centers.” It told 
the court it was acting in self-defense. “The inevitable fatalities and 
human suffering of any conflict is not of itself a pattern of conduct that 
plausibly shows genocidal intent,” said Christopher Staker, a barrister 
for Israel. 


Israeli leaders accuse Hamas with carrying out genocide, although 
legally if you are the victims of genocide you are not permitted to 
commit genocide. Hamas is also not a state. It is not, therefore, a party 
to the Genocide Convention. The Hague, for this reason, has no 
jurisdiction over the organization. Israel also claims the Palestinians 
are warned to evacuate areas that will come under attack and 
provided with “safe areas,” although as the South African lawyers 
documented, “safe areas” are routinely bombed by Israel with 
numerous Civilian casualties. 


Israel and the Biden administration intend to prevent any temporary 
injunction by the court, not because the court can force Israel to halt its 
military assaults, but because of the optics, which are already 
disastrous. The ICJ’s ruling depends on the Security Council for 
enforcement — which given the veto power by the U.S., renders any 
ruling against Israel moot. The second objective of the Biden 
administration is to make sure Israel is not found guilty of committing 
genocide. They will be unrelenting in this campaign, heavily pressuring 
the governments that have jurists on the court not to find Israel guilty. 
Russia and China, who have jurists in The Hague, are battling their 
own charges of genocide and may decide it is not in their interests to 
find Israel guilty. 


The Biden administration is playing a very cynical game. It insists it is 
trying to halt what, by its own admission, is Israel’s indiscriminate 
bombing of Palestinians, while bypassing Congress to speed up the 
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supply of weapons to Israel, including “dumb” bombs. It insists it wants 
the fighting in Gaza to end while it vetoes ceasefire resolutions at the 
U.N. It insists it upholds the rule of law while it subverts the legal 
mechanism that can halt the genocide. 


Cynicism pervades every word Biden and Blinken utter. This cynicism 
extends to us. Our revulsion for Donald Trump, the Biden White House 
believes, will impel us to keep Biden in office. On any other issue this 
might be the case. But it cannot be the case with genocide. 


Genocide is not a political problem. It is a moral one. We cannot, no 
matter what the cost, support those who commit or are accomplices to 
genocide. Genocide is the crime of all crimes. It is the purest 
expression of evil. We must stand unequivocally with Palestinians and 
the jurists from South Africa. We must demand justice. We must hold 
Biden accountable for the genocide in Gaza. 


Sloan Bashinsky 


Chris, | appreciate your dogged, thankless effort to shine bright 
sunshine on the Gaza horror show. Here’s a link to a recent 
report in Middle East Monitor, 


https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20240111-hamas-sinwar-sen 
ds-important-letter-to-movement-members/ 


in which Yahya Sinwar tells a very different story about how the 
war in Gaza is going for Israel’s military, and how proud Sinwar is 
of the Gaza people, whom he encourages to hang tight and have 
faith and keep supporting Hamas. 


| agree with just about everything you write about Israel, and 
having practiced law in Alabama, and having had a law school 
professor, Clinton McGhee, a University of Alabama Law School 
graduate, who went into the U.S. Army during World War II and 
prosecuted Nazis at Nuremberg, | appreciate your reporting of the 


genocide complaint filed by South Africa against Israel before the 
United Nations. 


As you pointed out, getting to a final judgment against Israel will 
take a while, and might never come about, because of U.S. 
resistance. But even if there is a final judgment against Israel, | 
don’t see any way the U.N. can enforce it against Israel. Nor do | 
see how the World Court can enforce a judgment against Israel. 
But then, that’s blanced by, as you also pointed out, the UN has 
no jurisdiction over Hamas, which is an Islam outfit that claims to 
answer only to Allah. 


Where | have steadily differed with you is you continue to ignore 
the huge elephant in the Gaza living room, Hamas's leader Yahya 
Sinwar, who was in an Israel prison for a long time, where he 
learned and carefully studied Israelis and Israel, and analyzed 
Israel the way a very good psychiatrist would analyze you or me. 
Seeing no way to destroy Israel, as called for in Hamas’s charter, 
Sinwar concluded only way to defeat Israel was in the court of 
public opinion. 


Sinwar was released in a hostage exchange, and he 
implemented what he calculated would punch every last button in 
the higher regions of the Israel government and its military, which 
was the October 7 attack, which happened to me my 81st 
birthday, which in my line of work was not a coincidence. 


The October 7 attack was clever bait, which Sinwar hoped Israel 
would swallow hook, line and sinker, and do the very things in 
Gaza about which you and others have written so much. It was a 
brilliant strategy to let Israel, and people like yourself, who have 
large audiences, and the news media and the social media, 
destroy Israel in the court of public opinion. For free, not one red 
cent did Sinwar or Hamas pay for all that tree publicity. 
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While Sinwar tells the people of Gaza he and Hamas are with 
them, he and Hamas use them as Israel cannon fodder martyrs, 
who go straight to Paradise when they are killed by IDF. That's 
fundamental to radical Islam's belief system. 


So, Chris, keep pounding Israel, and President Biden and the 
U.S. Congress for sticking with Israel, and in that way be Sinwar’s 
free press secretary. He loves you for doing that, and for leaving 
his sorry ass alone. 


PITA Contrarian 

Hedges is a turncoat ... 

He has actually taken sides with the globalists on the issues of 
climate change and vax-related bodily autonomy ... and he's 
betting the ranch that you won't notice. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

I’m not familiar with that, but | keep wondering if Hedges’s paid 
subscriptions increased after the Oct 7 attack, which gave hima 
whole lot of fresh stuff to write about, and if his paid subscriptions 
did increase, did he donate his “war profits” to the beleaguered 
people of Gaza? 


PITA Contrarian 

I've followed Hedges as closely as anybody this past decade ... 
He used to be my hero ... and I'm willing to bet that he pockets 
every last cent of income generated by his Substack writings ... 
he has 60k subscribers here ... In a 2021 interview with Jimmy 
Dore, Hedges actually volunteered to him that he resides in 
Princeton, NJ ... so I did my research and discovered that the 
average price of a house in that city is between $700k-$800K! ... 
and when his otherwise excellent show ON CONTACT on RTV 
was cancelled, he brazenly said "| cannot continue without YOUR 
support"! ... 

No Chris, you do not need our support: 
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https://www.zillow.com/home-values/395489/princeton-nj/ 


Sloan Bashinsky 


Perhaps former international war correspondent Chris, who many 
times put his own life on the line in war zones, needs to stop 
hedging his bets, by continuing to give Hamas a free pass, and to 
help him do that, perhaps Chris needs to leave his Princeton 
armchair and head to Gaza and talk with the people of Gaza and 
hear what they have to say about what they think about Israel and 
Hamas and its leader, Yahya Sinwar:-), and then he pulls out his 
notepad and finds an internet connection and tells us all about 
that :-) 


PITA Contrarian 

Yes, once a true activist, Hedges has morphed into an armchair 
QB ... 

Your suggestion that he do some real "boots-on-the-ground" 
reporting is excellent ... 

He has now been writing almost exclusively about Gaza for the 
past 3 months, while things are going to hell here in the U.S. ... 
there are people out there like Hedges’ friend Naomi Wolf and 
former Phizer exec Karen Kingston literally risking their lives to 
expose the truth ... but Hedges now hides risk-free behind the 
heinous crimes of Gaza ... 


Sloan Bashinsky 

Amen. 

| wonder if Hedges gives any thought to what it will be like in the 
so-called holy land, if Donald Trump gets back in the White 
House, after telling Israel he is their best friend, hoping to get the 
vote of every Jew and conservative Christian in America? :-) 


Wikipedia 


99 


Yahya Sinwar (Arabic: Js=! =~, romanized: Yahya 
al-Sanwar, born 1962), also spelled Yehya Sinwar,[3] is a 
Palestinian politician who has been leader of Hamas, the 
Sunni Islamist political and military organization that rules the 
Gaza Strip, since 2017.[4][5] 


Born in the Khan Yunis refugee camp in Egyptian-ruled 
Gaza in 1962, his family was expelled or fled from Al-Majdal 
Asqalan (Ashkelon) during the 1948 Arab-Israeli War. He 
finished his studies at the Islamic University of Gaza where 
he received a bachelor's degree in Arabic Studies. 


For orchestrating the abduction and killing of two Israeli 
soldiers and four Palestinians he considered to be 
collaborators in 1989, he was sentenced to four life 
sentences by Israel, of which he served 22 years until his 
release among 1,026 others in a 2011 prisoner exchange for 
Israeli soldier Gilad Shalit.[4] Sinwar was one of the 
co-founders of the security apparatus of Hamas.[6][7][8][9] In 
2017, he was elected as Hamas' leader, and claimed to 
pursue "peaceful, popular resistance" the following year, a 
position which was later abandoned.[10] He was re-elected 
as Hamas leader in 2021, and was subject to an 
assassination attempt by Israel that year. 


In September 2015, Sinwar was designated a terrorist by the 
United States government,[6] and Hamas and the Izz ad-Din 
al-Qassam Brigades have also been designated terrorist 
organisations by the United States, the European Union and 
other countries. 
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The solution to what’s going on in Palestine, and everywhere else on this 
world, is God delivers a massive estrogen injection into humanity 


The other day, a fellow in my class at Crestline Elementary School, in 
the “poor” side of Mountain Book, aka The Tiny Kingdom, weighed in on the 
The war in Gaza drove a lot of people more loco than they already were 
post. 


Peter Rodes Robinson 

Have we met? Your name is vaguely familiar to my memory 
challenged 81-year-old brain. | have lived in Charlottesville and 
Birmingham. 

| generally agree with Caitlin. | was shocked by what Hamas did, but 
Israel has killed 20 times as many and that's only if you don't count the 
7000 decaying bodies under the rubble of Gaza. 

Israel is clearly committing countless war crimes. The October 7th 
attack by Hamas is not clearly a war crime. Occupied peoples are 
recognized to have a right to resist. 


Sloan Bashinsky 
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If you lived in Birmingham, you may have heard my family’s name, 
Bashinsky, and you and | might have met, as | am 81 also. | attended 
Cestitine Heights Elementary School, and then Ramsay High School, 
before going to school out of state. 

| Know the casualty and prisoner statistics, more or less. Caitlin 
Johnstone, Chris Hedges, you, others, can call it what y'all want to call 
it, but we wouldn't be having this discussion if Hamas had not made 
the Oct 7 raid, and it looks to me that the point of that raid was to get 
Israel to respond as it did, and here we are, and I’m never going to cut 
Hamas a millimeter of slack, nor do | cut Israel a millimeter of slack. 
Saying it another way, If | lived in Gaza, and was still breathing, I'd be 
furious with Hamas for the Oct 7 attack, and I'd be furious with Israel 
for its response, and I'd be furious with Hamas for not offering to return 
all of its Oct 7 hostages, if Israel would stop bombing Gaza and bring 
its army back to Israel. 


Peter Rodes Robinson 

| was at Crestline School from January 1950 to May 1955. We moved 
to Forest Park that summer. In 1957 | entered Indian Springs School. 
My brother Barry attended Ramsey, but he was four years younger. 
Israel is holding some 2000 Palestinians WITHOUT CHARGE. 
Shouldn't Israel let them all go in return for the hundred or so Israeli 
hostages? That's the standard ratio, BTW. One Israeli is worth 20 
Palestinians. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

| remember you, Peter. | think Israel and Hamas should exchange 
hostages and promise in writing to never bother each other again, and 
be struck by lightning and crispy-crittered by God and Allah, if they 
renege:-) 


Peter Rodes Robinson 
From your lips to god's ears! 
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But there is a problem. The leadership of Israel wants ALL OF THE 
LAND with zero Palestinian refugees. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

My dystopian solution for a while has been for Israel to detonate its 
nukes and make all of Palestine uninhabitable and there will be no 

more so-called holy land for Judaism, Christianity and Islam to fight 
over. 


Peter Rodes Robinson 
My father True was in the Air Force reserves and he used to bring 


home movies of thermonuclear bomb explosions. | loved these! These 


"hydrogen bomb" explosions were so much bigger and more 
spectacular than atom bomb blasts, pure fission bombs such as we 
used on Japan. 

What if God is the same way? Loving the spectacle! 


Sloan Bashinsky 

My father was a navigator-bombardier on a B-29 stationed in Guam. 
They flew night missions to Japan, to drop conventional bombs. He 
kept getting his B-29 lost over the Pacific and they had to ditch their 
payload in the sea and return to Guam. His soul didn't like killing 
people he did not see or know. 

Meanwhile, | keep playing the broken record. Either Hamas is run by 
idiots, or the Oct 7 attack got the precise response from Israel it 
wanted, so that the entire world would turn against Israel, except for 
America it is turning out, because half or America wants Israel to 
defend the so-called holy land from Islam. It’s a religious war, and it’s 
been going on a long time, according to their scriptures. 


Peter Rodes Robinson 
"Our goal is to rid Gaza of Hamas terrorists and free our hostages. 
Once this is achieved Gaza can be demilitarized and deradicalized, 
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thereby creating a possibility for a better future for Israel and 
Palestinians alike," Netanyahu continued on X. 

So far Israel has freed one hostage by force and 110 through 
negotiation (and killed three with "friendly fire"). They have made no 
discernable impact on the ability of Hamas to function. 

If you believe Netanyahu about his goals, then Israel's military 
operation in Gaza has been a total failure. 

But what if the announced goals are merely a distraction, a cover for 
the true goal of making Gaza Uninhabitable. Then Israel seems to be 
performing quite well. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

The Oct 7 attack punched every last button in Israel’s leaders and 
military, they went insane, and that is what Hamas hoped would 
happen, and here we are. Giving Hamas a free pass, and laying all the 
fault on Israel and America is what Hamas hoped would happen. | see 
no way Israel could defeat Hamas in Gaza, and Israel learned that 
pretty quick after sending in the IDF. Caitlin Johnstone, Chris Hedges, 
etc. are doing Hamas’ public relations work for Hamas. The whole 
thing disgusts me, but giving Hamas a free pass is unconscionable. As 
is what Israel has done in Gaza. The Gaza civilians meant nothing to 
Hamas. Its objective was and is to defeat Israel on the world stage. 
How it all will end, or pause, is unknown. | hope Israel doesn’t become 
so deranged, or feel so threatened, that it uses its nukes against its 
enemies to the east. 


Peter Rodes Robinson 
How does blaming or not blaming Hamas change anything? 
| agree with you that Israel is reacting the way Hamas hoped. 


Sloan Bashinsky 


it is really important to humanity, and to the truth, that it be known that 
what happened in Gaza after Oct 7 was what Hamas hoped would 
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happen; that Oct 7 was clever bait, which Israel swallowed hook, line 
and sinker. That has to be laid face up on the table top in any 
negotiations. Both Hamas and Israel need to be tarred and feathered 
on the world stage. And America should lead that charge, but | doubt it 
will. If | were president, | would be leading that charge, and | probably 
would be assassinated pronto, by Americans :-) 


Peter Rodes Robinson 

| think what you describe here is the truth. But what does it matter? 
More and more | ignore what is being said, and just look at what is 
being done. Israel is committing daily war crimes. Do they get a pass 
because Hamas baited them? 


Sloan Bashinsky 


Hell no, Israel doesn’t get a pass! Before God, Israel is already judged. 


So is Hamas. But who judges and punishes them on this world? The 

UN has no power to do anything. So all that’s left is the court of public 
opinion. Caitlin and Chris Hedges, and 99.99 percent of their readers 
condemn Israel and give Hamas a pass. That’s nuts. 


Peter Rodes Robinson 
| call Gaza a "concentration camp." What do you think? 


Sloan Bashinsky 

It became one after the Oct 7 attack, and it became a Dresden, 
because the people had no place to go after Egypt turned them down. 
Hamas knew what it would be like in Gaza, if Israel took the bait. So, 
Hamas was the architect of Gaza becoming a concentration camp. 


Peter Rodes Robinson 

Ah! We disagree. | say Gaza has always been a concentration camp. 
>a place where large numbers of people, especially political prisoners 
or members of persecuted minorities, are deliberately imprisoned in a 
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relatively small area with inadequate facilities, sometimes to provide 
forced labor or to await mass execution. The term is most strongly 
associated with the several hundred camps established by the Nazis 
in Germany and occupied Europe in 1933-45, among the most 
infamous being Dachau, Belsen, and Auschwitz. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

You didn’t watch “Schindler's List’? That was about a concentration 
camp. The Jews in the camp, who were not able to help Germany’s 
war effort were burned alive in ovens. The survivors were fed very 
short rations. They had body lice. If they tried to escape, they were 
killed. If they pissed off a German officer, they were killed. Thats how 
it was in all of Nazi Germany's concentration camps. Jews all over 
Western Europe were rounded up and sent to those camps. The Jews 
in my father’s ancestral bloodline, who had not come to America, all 
were put in those camps and died there. | can’t believe you and | had 
the same history teachers at Crestline, and you say Gaza was a 
concentration camp before Oct 7. 


Peter Rodes Robinson 

| gave you the definition. In what way does Gaza not match the 
definition? 

Jews are not the sole possessors of the term "concentration camp". 
And | say what is happening in Gaza is a "holocaust". 

destruction or slaughter on a mass scale, especially caused by fire or 
nuclear war. 

"a nuclear holocaust" 


Peter Rodes Robinson 

Hamas is more popular than the PLA among rank and file 
Palestinians, because Hamas fights the occupiers while the PLA 
collaborates. 
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https://apnews.com/article/israel-hamas-palestinians-opinion-poll-warti 
me-views-aObaade915619cd070b5393844bc4514 


Sloan Bashinsky 
Look at how being in bed with Hamas turned out for the people of 
Gaza. Be careful who you sleep with? You might end up dead. 


Peter Rodes Robinson 

And yet they prefer Hamas to the PA. One might think they agree with 
New Hampshire: 

LIVE FREE OR DIE 


Sloan Bashinsky 

Perhaps, then, they should be allowed to experience that on their own 
terms and it be respected by the likes of Caitlin, Chris Hedges, you 
and me and the UN? 


Peter Rodes Robinson 
| don't understand. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

Live free, or die. If that was their choice, if the people of Gaza 
understood the risk of aligning with Hamas, then who is anyone to 
argue with or second guess them? Now, Hamas, | think it and its 
leaders are gonna be really surprised when their rolls are called up 
yonder, as will Israel’s leaders and the IDF, as will a lot of people. 


Peter Rodes Robinson 

It seems that you are the one second-guessing the Gazans. Seems 
like you are saying, "You people are making a big mistake, if you 
support Hamas." 

I'm saying: 
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"| completely understand your frustration and your determination to be 
free, even if the cost is very high." 


Sloan Bashinsky 
| said nothing of the kind. Read again what | wrote. How it turned out 
for the people of Gaza was determined by Hamas and Israel. 


Peter Rodes Robinson 

And, ironically, the Gazans seem to approve of how it has turned out, 
since approval of Hamas has risen. 

Do you agree? 


Sloan Bashinsky 
Well, if the Gazans approval of Hamas has risen, why is anyone upset 
with Israel doing Hamas’ bidding in Gaza? 


Peter Rodes Robinson 

Because Israel has created the situation where the only conceivable 
path to freedom requires that tens of thousands of Palestinians die. 

| personally believe this is the only path to freedom. That judgment of 
reality does not require that | approve of daily war crimes. 

The world must stop approving of Israel and condemning the 
Palestinians. What we are seeing now is a step along that path. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

The world needs to stop approving of Israel and Hamas, and maybe 
the people of Gaza will benefit from that, and maybe not. Palestine is 
much larger than Gaza, and there are other radical Islamic factions 
vying for big dog there. Mixing that up with a solution for Gaza, won't 
help produce a solution in Gaza. 


Peter Rodes Robinson 
Please give concrete examples. 
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Sloan Bashinsky 

| just did give you concrete examples. Gaza is not Palestine. it is a 
small part of Palestine. Hamas is in Gaza. Deal with that. Forget the 
rest. Maybe that will lead to a cease fire in Gaza. 


Peter Rodes Robinson 
2,375,259 Palestinians in Gaza 
2,147,943 Palestinians in West Bank 


https://youtu.be/Ru49070SBlk?si=V4AvVdQNH3QuxX5o0d 
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/israeli-minister-says-no-suc 
h-thing-palestinian-people-2023-03-20/ 
https://www.middleeasteye.net/opinion/palestinians-dont-exist-smotric 
h-only-repeats-zionists-always-said 


Sloan Bashinsky 

Peter, the mistake of creating the nation called Israel will haunt 
humanity for a very long time. Regardless of what is reported, or not 
reported, said, or not said, the cause of what’s going on in the Middle 
East is the scriptures of the three Abrahamic religions. Good luck 
fixing that :-). This morning, after a dream about what | took to be the 
feminine essence, or, the Holy Spirit, which Christendom does not 
recognize as the feminine side of God, | posted. this comment under 
Caitlin and Chris Hedges’s newest reports. 


"Three nights before 9/11, a familiar voice asked me in my sleep, “Will 
you. make a prayer for a Divine Intervention for all of humanity?” | 
woke up, wondering what that was about, and made the prayer. On 
9/11, | understood what it was about. My lady friend at the time and | 
hoped America would not get into another foreign war it could not win. 
A few days later, as | walked out of a US Post Office, the familiar voice 
said “America needs to get out of the Middle East altogether and let 


109 


Islam and Israel work it out, or fight it out, and in that way learn which, 
if either, is God’s chosen people. | then watched America get into two 
foreign wars it could not win. And nearly into several more. And now 
another looms. It looks to me that the only cure is America, and the 
world, receive huge injections of estrogen, psychologically and 
spiritually. Without that , nothing will change in America, the Middle 
East, the world - humanity." 


Peter Rodes Robinson 

The problem is 5 million stateless Palestinians. | will post my solution 
later. 

You might want to think about what is your solution. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

| have thought for a very long time what is the solution, and in the 
human realm, it is America gets out of the Middl East altogether, and 
deals with the many problems within its own borders, the beams in its 
own eyes, which is what Jesus in the Gospels recommended. As for 
fixing what’s going on in Palestine, | hope you have a viable solution, 
because | do not, other than a massive estrogen injection by God. 


Peter Rodes Robinson 
I'll give you a hint: my solution does not employ violence. 


Sloan Bashinsky 
Neither does a massive estrogen injection. So, Peter, what is your 
solution? 


Peter Rodes Robinson 

| see one possible solution: the world should buy a country for the 
Palestinians. 

It would not be cheap. Rebuilding Gaza after Israel destroys it will also 
not be cheap, but the world will pay for it. Here is my proposal. 
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Buy a poorly developed part of Sudan bordering Egypt with a size 
roughly equivalent to Israel. Include an outlet to the Red Sea. 

Sudan is one of the poorest countries in the world with a GDP of 
approximately $34 billion. It is located in the same general part of the 
world as Gaza but far enough away from Israel. The 
no-longer-stateless Palestinians would not try to launch rockets across 
Egypt. 

Price? Offer to permanently redirect the aid that the US gives Israel 
(approximately $4 billion per year) and give it to Sudan instead. 

Enlist a coalition of nations to build a new Palestine in the area that 
was part of Sudan. The US can contribute the money it would 
otherwise spend rebuilding all the buildings and infrastructure in Gaza 
that Israel has turned into rubble. Israel can rebuild Gaza. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

Thank you. 

Do you think the Palestinians and Hamas and Hezbollah, ISIS, PLA, 
Iran. etc.might say, buy that land for Israel and we will stay in 
Palestine? Do you think Islam will ever agree to the State of Israel 
being in Palestine? Do you think the Palestinians or Israel will agree to 
leave their ancestral holy land? | doubt it, but if they did, either the 
Palestinians or Israel moving to Sudan could the solution, for a while. | 
hope you will post your solution into Caitlin’s and Chris Hedges’s 
forums. 

The solution | proposed several times is, America offers all Israelis 
sanctuary in America, to repent for not doing that after WWII, and to 
resolve the problem of Israel being in the heart of islam. | doubt 
America would go for it, though, and | doubt Israel would go for it, 
either. The American right want Israel where it is, defending 
Christendom’s holy land from Islam. Donald Trump told Israel he is 
their best friend, hoping to the vote of every Jew and conservative 
Christian in America. 
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Peter Rodes Robinson 

One of the reasons for the October 7th attack was that the Arab world 
was getting much too cozy with Israel to suit Hamas. The Arab world 
would not be the sticking point. 

Would the Palestinians go for it? The alternative is death by famine 
and disease in Gaza or settler gunfire in the West Bank. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

Like | said, | hope you post your solution into the Caitlin and Hedges 
forums. Perhaps, Hedges, at least, being a retired respected war 
correspondent, who put his life on the line many times in war zones, 
who was a close friend of Hama’s founder, Ahmed Yassin, has enough 
clout to get the people in Israel, Hamas, Hezbollah, the White House, 
etc. high places' attention? 

Peter Rodes Robinson 

One of the reasons for the October 7th attack was that the Arab world 
was getting much too cozy with Israel to suit Hamas. The Arab world 
would not be the sticking point. 

Would the Palestinians go for it? The alternative is death by famine 
and disease in Gaza or settler gunfire in the West Bank. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

| dunno. Maybe if you open the door to various points of debate, that’s 
a death knell. Maybe you just present it as you presented it to me and 
see what comes back, and retire and think about how to respond, or 
simply point them back to your solution. You see very well how easy it 
is for people to wander away from the main point. 


Peter Rodes Robinson 

How about a very short intro? 

One must wonder how many decades people will cling to the vision of 
a two-state solution for the Israelis and the Palestinians while the facts 
on the ground move continually in the other direction. Nor is a 
one-state solution any more possible. Time for a new idea. 
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Sloan Bashinsky 

Agreed. | think any responses to your proposal will reveal what many | 
have discussed this with at the Hedges and Caitlin forums have 
denied, which is this a religious war, and its not going to go away, so 
why not try something pragmatic to try to do an end run around it. 


Peter Rodes Robinson 
I'll post a slightly revised version here later today. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

Post it at the top of Caitlin’s newest Gaza war report, so it will be at the 
top and have more chance to be read. Send it to me and | will repost it 
at the top of Hedges’s next report. 
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What Israel, Hamas, America and the rest of humanity need is a massive 
estrogen injection 


This morning, received in my email yet another Chris Hedges beat up on 
Israel and give Hamas a free pass report, which you can read and watch by 
opening the link: 


The Chris Hedges Report with Miko Peled, the son of an Israeli 
general who served in the Special Forces in the Israeli army, on the 
racist indoctrination and militarization of Israeli society. 


The Israeli army, Known as the Israel Defense Forces or IDF, is integral to 
understanding Israeli society. Nearly all Israelis do three years of military 
service. Most men continue to serve in the reserves until middle age. Its 
generals often retire to occupy senior positions in government an industry. 
The dominance of the military in Israeli society helps explains why war, 
militaristic nationalism and violence are so deeply embedded in Zionist 
ideology. 


https://chrishedges.substack.com/p/the-chris-hedges-report-with-miko 
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| posted this comment, and the fun began ®. 


Sloan’s Newsletter 

Three nights before 9/11, a familiar voice asked me in my sleep, “Will 
you make a prayer for a Divine Intervention for all of humanity?” | 
woke up, wondering what that was about, and made the prayer. On 
9/11, | understood what it was about. My lady friend at the time and | 
hoped America would not get into another foreign war it could not win. 
A few days later, as | walked out of a US Post Office, the familiar voice 
said “America needs to get out of the Middle East altogether and let 
Islam and Israel work it out, or fight it out, and in that way learn which, 
if either, is God’s chosen people." | then watched America get into two 
foreign wars it could not win. And nearly into several more. And now 
another looms. It looks to me that the only cure is America, and the 
world, receive huge injections of estrogen, psychologically and 
spiritually. Without that, nothing will change in America, the Middle 
East, the world - humanity. 


Jon Carver 

Writes What's the Anti-Matter? 

Nobody is God's Chosen People. That's Abrahamic ethnic supremacy 
in action. It's why Jews kill kids. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

You are correct, that nobody is God’s chosen people, and that was the 
sarcasm in what | was told leaving the post office that day. 

How many kids has radical Islam killed? How many kids are killed 
each year in American schools, and the American right says, guns 
don’t kill kids, people do? 


Jon Carver 


Judeo-Christians kill more, by far, than any other self identified group 
in world history. This is a fact. 
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FACT: Judeo-Christians are the killingest ideological grouping in world 
history by many tens of millions more dead innocents precisely 
because the Abrahamic God is an ethnic supremacist Proud Boy type 
who demands death to Goys. Not defending Islam here either. | stand 
for the eradication of all Abrahamic being, since Abrahamic ideology is 
literally and factually the killingest set of ideas in human history. God 
can suck my dick. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

| dunno if that’s a fact, but Christins have in the past, and still today, kill 
a lot of people, which certainly tramples Jesus in the New Testament. 
In the Old Testament, the Israelites killed a lot of people. In its history, 
Islam killed a lot of people. Today, Islam kills a lot of people. For its 
size, Israel kills a lot of people. Russia is killing a lot of Ukrainians. In 
past times, Germany and Japan, Genghis Khan, Vikings, Huns, 
Persians, Greeks, Romans, America, and so forth killed a lot of 
people. 

Jesus in the Gospels offered a way of living that would end killing 
people, and end finger pointing, and would end lots of things that were 
destructive. His fabulous effort was taken to heart by a few, but in the 
long run, Christians, in the main, reverted to the Old Testament. 

As for your dick, it sure looks to me that wars and guns and cannons 
and rocket launchers are, well, instruments of dick activity, used to 
prove mine’s bigger and better than yours. 

Christianity claims is Trinity is all male, so, does that mean the Trinity 
is homosexual? 

In Judaism, the Spirit of God is called Shekinah, feminine gender. 

In the Old Testament, Wisdom is assigned the feminine gender. 

In the Old Testament, it is said fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
Wisdom. 

| don’t see many women in history starting wars. 

The men have had many chances for a long time, and look at the 
messes they have made. If the women crossed their legs in unison, 
until men changed, that would be a sight to behold. But that’s not likely 
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to happen. Nor is women running every country in the world likely to 
happen. 

So, | retreat to a Second Coming in which God injects copious 
amounts of estrogen into humanity. | do not mean the hormone, | 
mean the Holy Spirit, Shekinah, Kali, Shakti, Kundalini, Yin, Eve, and 
let Yang and Adam take a vacation for a while :-) 


Ingamarie 

The problems do seem to be male problems, but it is also our sons 
that get turned into school yard bullies, monopolizers or most 
discussions, know it alls who can't listen, killers who die violent 
deaths......... lonely middle aged men angry because no woman wants 
anything to do with them....and on and on and on... 

And everywhere, there are good fathers and loving husbands who 
continue to form partnerships with women and do the real work of 
maintaining peaceful societies. 

| for one pity men. They get to do a lot of dirty work....are policed by 
enforced heterosexuality....and often abandoned when they can't 
make everything work. We need new models...and we have to teach 
them...by example and by what we expose our boys to as children. 
More adult men need to explicitly join that transformation...because as 
children, little boys are as loveable, and loving....as little girls. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

Carl Jung devoted his life to revealing the problem with the damaged 
feminine in women as well as in men. He called the feminine the 
anima, and he called the masculine the animus. Before | got 
dragooned into politics in 2000, | spent a lot of time in the arena Dr. 
Jung roamed, and | concluded, in the main, humanity needs a great 
deal more estrogen, so to speak, and a great deal less yang, so to 
speak. Wars, basically, are my dick is bigger and better than yours. 
Finger pointing is pure yang. Looking in the mirror at beams in own 
eye is yin. There needs to be a whole lot less finger pointing, and a 
whole lot more introspection. I'm heterosexual, and it was not 
enforced, it is me. | had a number of very important relationships with 
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remarkable women, with each of them, something woke up in me, 
which | did not know was there. St Paul’s thorn in the flesh, which he 
never explained was, he was gay. Well. perhaps | should hush. 


Ingamarie 

Yes, I've been a student of Jung as well. A good man who taught me 
that projection was the defence mechanism most likely to destroy the 
future......seeing in the other things you haven't dealt with in yourself, 
is too common. 

And yes....more of the virtues attributed to women could help...what's 
more, realizing that women have the capacity to be brave, cold, pig 
headed just as men do, but that those behaviors aren't always 
desireable. The sexes are different....but so are we all combinations of 
yin and yang in a variety of ways. 

It is unfortunate however, that the yang qualities have been over 
emphasised and are threatening to end life on the planet....good for 
you to acknowledge what you've received from women... 

And yes. We still need to acknowledge that the yang energies aren't 
by themselves anything to brag about. We're all stronger 
together.....and none of us has all the answers. 

Never thought of your explanation for Paul's obnoxiousness, but you 
could very well be right. Not being able to be who we really are is a 
poison that destroys too many potentially good people. 


Jon Carver 

Women aren't superior or inferior to anyone else. Estrogen isn't better 
than testosterone. What a buncha crap. Stop being a sexist chauvinist 
piglet. And your religious beliefs are bigoted. Read the Torah, it 
celebrates multiple Jewish enacted Genocides, doesn't it? 


Ingamarie 

Good lord you're a nasty debater Jon. Had you been in my classroom, 
you'd have constantly had to turn to that page of rules for civil 
discourse that | handed out on the first day of class. 
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Try to restrain your contempt for other people expressing their 
viewpoints....your vitriol does no good. 


Sloan Bashinsky 
He’s a wee bit stuck in yang, whose yin ain’t been around for a while? 


Ingamarie 

We forget the children, dying swiftly every day, or slowly under the 
rubble of the carpet bombing...when we imagine we have the answer 
to what is an atrocity the world doesn't seem to know how to stop. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

Hamas forgot the children of Gaza when it launched the Oct 7 attack, 
hoping very much to provoke Israel to do what it ended up doing in 
Gaza. Now, how does it stop? | don’t know. It feeds on itself. There is 
no feminine in it. | had poem come out of me about this a few years 
ago. l'Il go fetch it. 


"Bi Polar” 


the world's favorite mood disorder 
the cause of all human ails, 
including wars, 

if the demons aren't counted 


bi polar disorder, 

the destruction of the 
south pole, 

the feminine, 

the north pole, 

he ain't been 

right in the head 

since she’s been gone 


Ingamarie 
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Boys die in warfare calling for their mother. When will we wise up and 
acknowledge original love? 


Sloan Bashinsky 
When will we wise up and stop making wars? 


Ingamarie 

When we've created more jobs in the care and service areas than in 
the weapons manufacturing business’. | read somewhere recently that 
a good part of why America supports Israel....and the continued war in 
Ukraine, is because there are weapon manufacturing jobs in almost 
every jurisdiction in your country. 

Imagine if, instead of guns, we grew roses....made bread....believed 
that everyone would benefit from a certain amount of physical 
labour??? We're denuding our planet creating junk for the people to 
buy and high tech weapons for the military men (most of them also 
from the working class) to kill each other with. 

War is the Ultimate Waste Industry......... we have to stop preparing for 
war, since its our preparations that make using up those surplus 
weapons so enticing. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

War has been big business in corporate America for a long time. 
When he was leaving the White House after his second term, General 
Eisenhower warned Americans to beware of. he military-industrial 
complex. There really is no way to unravel it at the point in time, logic 
has no place at that corporate board table. Nor does Mother Nature. 

| am a mystic, made so by angels known in the Bible, who have ridden 
rough shod on me for a decades. They changed how | viewed myself 
and everything else. it wasn't a lot of fun, They give me no clues about 
that lies ahead of me, or for America, or for anything regarding 
humanity. However, | concluded humanity has dug itself into such a 
deep hole, in the main, that it will not dig its way out of it, and that 
leaves something beyond human to intervene, or not. 
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It is said a giant asteroid extinct the dinosaurs. | know ETs exist, will 
they finally intervene? | know angels exist, but they do not seem 
inclined to interfere in a large way - not yet, anyway. The planet is 
sentient, perhaps she will finally cough or sneeze and shake the fleas 
off her? Or the sun, which is sentient, decides to send a giant solar 
flare to relieve the planet and her fleas of their misery. What do | 


know? I’m just an ignorant ornery old white man in Alabama. 


Jon Carver 

You don't have vitriolic contempt for Genocidal Maniac War Criminals? 
What's wrong with you? 

Vitriol is appropriate. Jews are killing thousands of children. Most 
Jewish identifying people want the genocide to continue. They want 
more dead kids. Just the facts. Vitriol against genocidal assholes is 
utterly appropriate. 

Judaism kill kids. See Gaza. Are you able to grasp this basic fact? Is it 
indecent to tell the truth? 

Judaism is deeply bigoted shit thinking. Study the Torah! 


Ingamarie 
Hahahah....study your own retorts. 


Jon Carver 

Masculine or feminine or intersex or trans, the Judaic God wants more 
dead Goy children today in Gaza and most Jews, male, female, 
intersex or trans, want more dead Goy children today, too. Check the 
polls. Do facts for a change. 

So , based on what you're writing here, Sloan, it would seem you 
believe Jews are right to kill kids because the "feminine spirit" of the 
homophobic, anti- sex, Anti-Nature Jewish Bigot God wants more 
dead kids to secure the Jewish homeland? There are more than two 
genders, and having a penis or vagina doesn't make you superior to 
anyone else. Enough with the misandry, thanks. That's bigotry, too. 
Most Jewish women support the Genocide in Gaza today, for example. 
Jewish women in Israel are demanding, along with their bigoted God 
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that more Palestinian Goy gotta die for the Jewish God and the 
Covenant with Abraham. Stop killing the messenger, just because you 
can't handle the truth. Judaism is inherently bigotry. See Gaza this 
morning. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

Woah! 

I’m trying to explain why the killing you abhor, as do |, is happening. 
God, by any name, has nothing do with that killing. 

Just because someone or someones say they are following God, or 
something they do is for God, or is God/s will, doesn’t mean it’s true. 
Action always speaks louder than words. 


Jon Carver 

Oh. The only good Christians are good Christians fallacy. l'm sorry, but 
if you self identify as Jewish like Tony Blinken, who could stop the 
genocide today, but instead opposed a Ceasefire, and most Jews do 
believe in the Covenant with Abraham and see the genocide as their 
right because of their religious beliefs. This is self evident if you've 
ever attended a Passover Seder. Next year in Israel ( we'll slaughter 
more children) L’chaim! 


Sloan Bashinsky 

Good grief, you twist my words like Washington politicians Democrats, 
Republicans, MAGAs and Christians twist words. Biden should have 
abandoned Israel after it became obvious what Israel was going to do 
in Gaza. The people running Israel and IDF are criminally insane, as 
are, | think, anyone who sides with them. | say the same about Hamas 
and people who side with it. Those fuckers took kids as hostages on 
Oct. 7, which was my birthday. Looks to me you would benefit from a 
large injection of the feminine. Not Picking on you. Humanity, women 
and men alike, needs a large injection of the feminine. 


Ingamarie 
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What's even funnier, is, we don't need that injection. Those hormones, 
those feelings, run through us all...male and female. 

It's just that men learn they have to play the tough game not to be 
seen as a loser or SiSSy.......... 

And over time, if you have no opportunity to express your softer, more 
empathic side....... Many men lose the ability. 

Look at some of the comments. Guys stuck with one idea that they 
defend as if their erections depended on it....lol and goddess forgive 
me!! 


Sloan Bashinsky 
Heh, be careful you don’t get burned at a stake :-) 
A south Alabama belle graced me with this of hers a few years ago: 


“Pigs in mud” 


All want the security of the well fed pig. 

Horror at the baseness unrecognized. 

A lifetime spent in shirt stuffing. 

And pen comparison. 

Is truth more palatable when honeyed? 

Is a stark soulscape less so with the eyes of Monet? 
May my affectations always be understood. 


Jon Carver 

Since all the polls show that the vast majority of world Jews side with Israel 
and support Netanyahu's Amalek War,-genocide, according to what you've 
written here, the vast majority of Jews are "criminally insane". That's a 
strong, but accurate statement given the poll numbers. Jews are mostly 
criminally insane, as you put it. Vagina -Womb bearers are in no way 
superior to Penis and Testes People. That's called Sexist Bullshit. Stop with 
the Male Hating and misandry please. It a form of bigotry. People are 
people. Stop obsessing about gender and genitals. It's creepy and sexist. 


Sloan Bashinsky 
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You continue to twist what | write. Good thing | wrote it, which left a record 
simply speaking would not. :-) Didn’t you tell God to suck your dick? 
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Some proposed solutions to the war in Palestine, which surely would 
please Melchizedek and Father Abraham 


XX 


Melchizedek star 


Melchizedek is introduced in the Book of Genesis in the Christian Bible, 
which was derived from the Jewish Scriptures. Genesis describes a 
supernatural being, Melchizedek, who took human form as the King of 
Salem (Peace). Abraham had dealings with Melchizedek. Abraham’s wife 
Sarah bore Isaac, whose bloodline became the Israelites, whose blood 
brought forth Jesus and Christianity. Sarah's slave Hagar received 
Abraham’s seed, with Sarah’s permission, and Hagar bore Ishmael, whose 
bloodline produced Mohammed and Islam. The Star David actually is the 
universal symbol for Melchizedek. 


| was waiting for a good moment to drop someone else's suggested 
solution for the Palestine war into retired war correspondent turned 
armchair commentator Chris Hedges’ Newsletter, to which | am a paid 
subscriber. That moment came the day before yesterday, when this arrived 
in my email account. 


I will speak at The Islamic Society of Central Jersey on Jan. 18 at 
6:00 pm on "The Death of Israel: How a Settler Colonial State 
Destroyed Itself" 
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CHRIS HEDGES 
JAN 15 


Reserve a spot at this link: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/chris-hedges-at-iscj-tickets-7935966679 
97 Event held at The Islamic Society of Central Jersey, located at 
4145 Route 1 South and Promenade Blvd. Monmouth Junction, NJ 
08852-0628 The Chris Hedges Report is a reader-supported 
publication. To receive new posts and support my work, consider 
becoming a free or paid subscriber. 

| will soeak at The Islamic Society of Central Jersey on Jan. 18 at 6:00 


pm on "The Death of Israel: How a Settler Colonial State Destroyed 
Itself" 


I will speak at The 
Islamic Society of 
Central Jersey on Jan. 
18 at 6:00... 
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Here is what | dropped, followed by other people’s responses and my 
responses to them. 


Sloan Bashinsky 


Chris, | would like to hear your and your readers’ views of this below, 
written by someone | attended grammar school with and had not seen 
or heard from until he subscribed to my substack the other day. 


kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk 


One must wonder how many decades people will cling to the vision of 
a two-state solution for the Israelis and the Palestinians while the facts 
on the ground move continually in the other direction. Nor is a 
one-state solution any more plausible. Time for a new idea. 


The fundamental problem for Israel and the Palestinians is that there 
are 5 million stateless Palestinians and Israel will never accept them 
as citizens because they are not Jewish. Without a country, the 
Palestinians will never be free. | see one possible solution: the world 
should buy a country for the Palestinians. 


It would not be cheap. Rebuilding Gaza after Israel destroys it will also 
not be cheap, but the world will pay for it. Here is my proposal. 


Buy a poorly developed part of Sudan bordering Egypt with a size 
roughly equivalent to Israel. Include an outlet to the Red Sea. 
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Sudan is located in the same general part of the world as Gaza but far 
enough away from Israel to make continued hostilities unlikely. The 
no-longer-stateless Palestinians would not try to launch rockets across 


Egypt. 


An offer sufficiently attractive to Sudan to conclude such a deal would 
need to be explored. 


One possibility: Offer to permanently redirect the aid that the US gives 
Israel (approximately $4 billion per year) and give it to Sudan instead. 
Sudan is one of the poorest countries in the world with a GDP of 
approximately $34 billion. Permanent aid of $4 billion per year would 
make a huge difference. 


Enlist a coalition of nations to build a new Palestine in the purchased 
area. The US can contribute the money it would otherwise spend 
replacing all the buildings and infrastructure in Gaza that Israel has 
turned into rubble. Israel can rebuild Gaza. 


nosey parker 


You could do that but since Israelis are the colonialists | suggest they 
go to the Sudan and leave Palestinians alone. You sound as eager as 
the Israelis to dispossess the Palestinians of their homeland. WTF? 
The Israelis need to go. 


OR the Israelis could go to Georgia, THEIR ancestral homeland. 

Phil Kind Man 

Good idea with one modification, the Jewish settlers should be sent to 
Sudan, not the Palestinians, who are the modern original residents of 
Palestine! It makes more sense to establish a new Israel in Sudan, 


than it is to establish a new Palestine in Sudan! 


Sloan Bashinsky 


128 


My sentiments also. Then, Islam would control Palestine, the so-called 
holy land, and hopefully they welcome Christian visitors and their 
money. | imagine they would. As things now stand, the tourism 
industry there is dead, and that’s a big hit for that area. 


Julio Santos 


My suggestion is "enlist a coalition of nations" which will demand the 
granting of the Palestinian statehood and the end of the occupation 
and blockade of their land. This will be less expensive for the whole 
world than the continuous support that USA gives to Israel and would 
be fair to both Israel and Palestine as well as for their diasporas. And 
let the war criminals to be judged and sentenced. 


Sloan Bashinsky 
Demand? Israel will just roll over? | doubt it. 


Landru 


Solutions. Many have including myself. It's an easy problem to solve. 
Give the Palestinians right of return. One person, one vote and equal 
rights for all. That isn't hard to understand or implement. People living 
in peace wow, what a hard concept to understand. 


Sloan Bashinsky 


| agree, but how to bring that off? 


Landru 

Without U.S. aid israel falls as a functioning gov. See how quickly 
human rights are restored. Not special rights, equal rights for all. The 
world is ending israel slowly now not wanting to support Genocide. We 
could do nothing and nothing changes OR we can do the simple things 
that change everything. 
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Sloan Bashinsky 


| agree, but since | live in a part of America controlled by the Christian 
and conservative right, Alabama, | know they will not stand for a 
president or Congress that abandons Israel to Islam. So, elsewhere in 
this thread, including my initial comment, are other suggested 
solutions, which | imagine would meet Father Abraham and 
Melchizedek’s approval. In Genesis, Abraham had dealings with a 
supernatural being that had taken human form, Melchizedek, aka the 
King of Salem (Peace). Few today know that the “Star of David” 
actually is the universal symbol of Melchizedek, an angelic order. 


Jon Carver 


Here comes Sloan the bigot with his relocation Progrom for the Jew 
God after Jews in Israel have stolen their homes and families. Sloan is 
a great example of Jewish bigotry. He doesn't even see what a shit 
head he is. Sloan is a kind of Nazi, actually, and not a deep thinker. 
Like relocation isn't always a part of genocide, you fucked up, bigoted 
Jewish moron supremacist. Fuck Judaic bigots! 


Marcia Z Bookstein 


Your comment sounds so utterly anti-Semitic, Jon, that it's no wonder 
Jews are afraid for their lives. Yes, anti-Semitic. Would there even 
have been an Israel if people hadn't felt guilt about not allowing Jewish 
refugees from Europe into their countries? They were turned away 
from the US, and everywhere north and south of this country. They 
returned by ship to be butchered by Nazis. Where are we guaranteed 
to be safe? Nowhere except Israel. Murder and death taught us that. It 
sounds to me like you would like all of us to die. That would solve 
everything, wouldn't it? You believe that we are all that awful? If there 
were no Jews, would the Muslims then go after the Christians? Your 
speech does nothing to help. 
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Jon Carver 


Hey Marcia, please don't put words in my mouth. And not calling for 
anyone's death. Anti-semiticism is what Jews today in Israel are doing 
to their semitic cousins in Gaza, today and for the past 50 plus years 
in their genocide for the Covenant with Abraham, no? My issue is with 
why Jews like Tony Blinken want more dead kids. | believe, since he 
identifies as Jewish that he believes in the Covenant of Abraham. 
Then when | study the Torah | find that it's incredibly xenophobic, 
Jewish Supremacist and celebrates multiple acts of genocidal ethnic 
cleansings as "Holocausts for Yaweh" the only spiritual entity Jews are 
allowed to acknowledge. Anyway, Jews are just people like everyone 
else. | despise the Abrahamic Ideology as it's so clearly Supremacism, 
the same way | despise the Supremacism of Nazis and the Proud 
Boys. | don't discriminate between bigots doing bigotry as Jewish 
people are today in Gaza and the West Bank. Why can't y'all share, 
I'm supportive of a Jewish homeland in Israel, but definitely not by 
slaughtering and mutilating children to get there. 


Sloan Bashinsky 


If you read my comment, Jon, you know | asked for feedback about 
what someone else had written, which | included in my comment. 

| told the fellow who made the proposal that | felt Israel should move to 
The Sudan, but if that happened, who would rebuild Gaza? You. 
Caitlin Johnstone? Chris Hedges? The UN? Hamas? Hezbollah? 
ISIS? Iran? Certainly not America or Israel. 

To date, | have yet to see Caitlin, or any of her followers, or Chris 
Hedges, or any of his followers, offer a solution to the Israel-Palestine 
horror show, other than Israel ceases to exist, which is the stated goal 
of Hamas's charter. 


| think the odds of getting Israel to agree to cease to exist are below 
zero. So, Jon, perhaps you will suggest a solution that has at least a 
zero chance of Israel and its Palestine adversaries accepting? 
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| have proposed here, and at Caitlin’s place, that America offer all 
Israelis sanctuary in America, to atone for not doing that after WWII, 
and | got no amens. | doubt the Israelis would go for it, and | doubt 
America would go for it, either. 


| Keep wondering if you, Jon, and many others who lay all the blame 
on Israel and America, were so abused when they were children, that 
they are unable to consider that what’s going on in Gaza punches 
every last one of their wounded and abused little child buttons, so that 
they simply cannot see Hamas tricked Israel into doing the very thing 
Hamas wants Israel to do in Gaza, and in that way, Hamas put every 
person in Gaza at mortal risk. 


If | were America's President, | would do what in some circles is called 
a Culture jam, and in other circles is called a systems jump. | would 
declassify all U.S. Government’s UFO files, hoping that would so fuck 
up every stupid war and disagreement going on everywhere, that 
maybe humanity would come to its senses, or at least stop fucking 
over other humans beings, and they start trying to save humans from 
themselves and what they perceive to be the, yes, the sum of all their 
fears, over which they have zero control, which might be worse fear for 
them than having zero control over God by whatever name they tried 
many times to remake in their own image and boss around. 


Jon Carver 


Hi Sloan, not sure if your characterization of Caitlin or Chris is 
accurate, but that aside, you and your "friend" who floated ideas of 
relocating Palestinians are doing bigotry. Have you heard of the Trail 
of Tears. Relocation is a prime element of genocide. It's called forced 
removal. Personally, | believe in a Jewish right of return to Israel after 
2000 or so years of Diaspora following the sacking of the Second 
Temple of Solomon by Titus. | also believe that Palestinians have a 
right to live, as they have for generations, in their homeland in Israel. 
The problem that | see is that Jewish Supremacy which is systemic to 
Judaic cultural settings and Judaic thinkers means Daddy Jew knows 
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what's best for the Palestinians you all have killed regularly and 
systematically for years . Some of the worst examples of bigoted 
speech I've ever heard came from the mouths of Jewish Liberals 
slurring Arabs, the descendants of Ishmael, and your cousins. The 
problem as | see it is Jewish Bigotry coming from the celebration of the 
Holocausts that xenophobic Jews bring upon the Canaanites in the 
Torah. Jews need to recognize the immense cultural Supremacism of 
saying there is only on God and he's Jewish. As a Goy ( fucking pig 
supremacist slur Jew word that all Jews use, basically) | have to say 
fuck Jewish Supremacist Bigots and their genocidal shit thinking. 
Please tell that to your genocidal Jewish "friend" that came up with 
that shitty, bigoted, Palestinian Relocation Progrom. Tell him that's 
what the Goy said. Please let him know that is what | think of his 
bigoted Jewish thinking. Thanks. Fuck the Jew God! 


Marcia Z Bookstein 


The descendents of Ishmael are our half brothers and sisters. Not our 
cousins. Same father, different mother. 


Sloan Bashinsky 
Correct. 


Sloan Bashinsky 


He is not my friend, Jon, | haven’t seen or spoken with him him since 
grammar school. He is not Jewish. He is does not care for my view of 
Hamas. He understands Israel will never leave Palestine voluntarily. 
That said, | pretty much agree with your assessments and beliefs 
stated in your comment, and | wish you would propose a solution, but 
your don't, and perhaps that’s because Palestine is way beyond 
FUBAR and there is no solution. Unless, God, or something, steps in 
and does something truly biblical that maybe nobody in Palestine 
likes? So that every one there, and at Chris Hedgs’s and Caitlin 
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Johnstone's places, all want to tell God to fuck himself? Or herself? Or 
itself? 


Jon Carver 


The solution is that Jews in Israel learn to share, make reparations for 
50 plus years of ethnic cleansing in Palestine, and hang their heads in 
shame for their and their religious system's systemic lack of humanity. 
LEARN TO SHARE ISRAEL WITH THE CHILDREN OF ISHMAEL. I'd 
also like to encourage you to simply stop being Jewish and to reject 
Judaic theology and become a person instead of associating yourself 
with the Ethnic Supremacists, the Proud Boys of Judah. 


Sloan Bashinsky 


I’m not Jewish, Jon. | used to be a Christian. | think the creation of the 
state of Israel was a colossal blunder. | wish President Biden had 
abandoned Israel after he saw what IDF was doing in Gaza. Where 
you and | never agreed is | put half of It on Hamas, starting with 
October 7. Because Hamas got Israel to do precisely what Hamas 
wanted Israel to do. You may care about the Gaza people, but Hamas 
does not. All Hamas cares about is trying to destroy Israel. That’s why 
Hamas was created. Its charter said so. Its “revised” charter says so in 
different language, all glory to Allah, Islam is a peaceful religion. Read 
it for yourself. Hell, Islam doesn’t even get along with itself. 


Jon Carver 


All the Abrahamists kill for God, that's a huge part of the problem. 
That's why I'm opposed to Abrahamism and Abrahamic systems of 
hierarchical bigotry and castes. Hamas is desperate. They made a 
desperate move to provoke Israel and their sycophants in the US 
government. How do you oppose the genocidal actions of Judaism in 
Israel since the 1920s or so? Hamas did what it had to do and seems 
to be winning world opinion wars, along with the Houthis in the Red 
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Sea, the only folks actively trying to intervene by destroying property 
and disrupting Capitalist trade without, yet, harming a person. What 
would you have done on October 7th if you were in Hamas' position in 
the Concentration Camp of Gaza? 


Sloan Bashinsky 


If | were Hamas, would have cared too much for human life, especially 
in Gaza, to try to provoke Israel on October 7 to level Gaza and kill a 
lot of unarmed civilians, in pursuit of trying to kill me. 


Jon Carver 


"Our Religions must become subject to an overwhelming loyalty to 
humankind as a whole." MLKJ. Jews, Christians and Capitalists are 
the only faith based religious groups | know that so clearly lack the 
loyalty to humankind that King spoke so eloquently about. 


Sloan Bashinsky 


Dr. King was spot on. Interesting, you classify capitalism as a religion, 
which it is :) 


Jon Carver 


It's the 4th (blind) faith based Abrahamic religion. Calvinist Capitalist 
Wealth Accumulators. Their concepts come through Protestantism 
directly from Calvinist readings of the Torah, which says God rewards 
the wealthy with riches because of their superior virtues ( snort) 


Sloan Bashinsky 


That’s actually hilarious genealogy, the way you present it. 


Marcia Z Bookstein 
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First, I'm in awe of your response to Jon. I'm grateful for your example 
of grace and patience. 


And | agree that there is no solution. | have my own idea, though: as a 
student of comedy improv, | think the Israeli side and the Palesitian 
side should get together. | like the idea of the King David Hotel. (That's 
where my uncle was born!) There you would have mediators, 
negotiators, psychologists, comedians (both Jewish and 
Palestinian--they have truly honed their craft!) and comedy improv 
teachers. Each Israeli would play the part of a Palestinian, and vice 
versa. This is how you truly understand someone. I've done it and it's 
remarkable. (I played a right-winger in the International Space 
Station.) Laughter is healing, and, yes, a good comedian can make 
anything funny. It's a great way to connect. Also, have the best Halal 
food, which is more Kosher than Kosher, and no wine. (Yeah, wine 
makes people weird. Just use laughter to break the ice. It's also 
against Islamic rules | believe.) And then just talk. And talk and talk. 
Maybe a few hundred years or so. | want to be there! At least, while 
people are talking, they aren't killing each other. There. Solved. 


Sloan Bashinsky 
From God’s mouth to your ear. Thank you. 


While | think Chris Hedges has not understood Hamas's strategy for 
October 7, | also think Chris is more than well enough known and 
respected as a war correspondent, who put his own life on the line 
many times in red hot war zones, and he was friends of Hamas’s 
founder, and he knows that region and its peoples, and | think he is the 
ideal person to go there, representing himself and concern for all 
people, and he tries to sit down with both sides, and speak them as a 
man who has been through the flames of hell, and nudge and cajole 
them to give serious thought to setting side their religious and other 
differences, and embracing they are all children of Father Abraham, 
and its time to turn their swords into plowshares, because anything 
else simply is intolerable for all the people in that region. 
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Palestine is the epicenter of three huge religions. Let them turn it into a 
peaceful, beautiful holy shrine for all three religions. Let the members 
those religions come there from all over the world, with their money, to 
celebrate their religions' history and to worship and to get to know their 
brothers and sisters descended from Abraham, Sarah and Hagar. That 
would surely please God. | can imagine Chris Hedges being Allah's 
emissary and mediator for that unfolding. But he has to go in neutral. 
He has to be ready and willing to be the adult in the room, because 
both sides have contributed to this horrible mess, and only they can fix 
it. 


You go with Chris, as the court jester, the comedian, the sage fool who 
knows tears and love like perhaps no other. You and Christ, er, Chris, 
tag team them, help them shriek, writhe, cry and laugh. 
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Cult Busters: Israel, Hamas, America, and social media 


Here is our private message conversation after | published his proposal for 
ending the war in Palestine. 


Peter 

One must wonder how many decades people will cling to the vision of 
a two-state solution for the Israelis and the Palestinians while the facts 
on the ground move continually in the other direction. Nor is a 
one-state solution any more plausible. Time for a new idea. The 
fundamental problem for Israel and the Palestinians is that there are 5 
million stateless Palestinians and Israel will never accept them as 
citizens because they are not Jewish. Historically no Arab country has 
welcomed them either. 


In the past month, both Jordan and Egypt have repeatedly declared 
that their borders would not be opened to receive even one 
Palestinian—not as a way to deny humanitarian assistance to 
Palestinians under attack but rather as a countermove to deny Israel 
the opportunity to empty the West Bank and Gaza of as many 
Palestinians as possible. Jordan’s fears are not unfounded, and its 
redline of refusing to admit Palestinians remains unlikely to change for 
several reasons. 


https://carnegieendowment.org/2023/11/21/jordan-s-redline-on-admitti 
ng-palestinians-is-unlikely-to-change-pub-91077 


Without a country, the Palestinians will never be free. | see one 
possible solution: the world should buy a country for the Palestinians. 
It would not be cheap. Rebuilding Gaza after Israel destroys it will also 
not be cheap, but the world will pay for it. Here is my proposal. The 
idea when first proposed was to buy a less-developed part of Sudan 
bordering Egypt with a size close to that of Israel. A refinement is to 
negotiate a deal with the micronation self-proclaimed as the "Islamic 
Republic of Hala’ib Triangle". This entity covers 7,950 square miles 
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(20,580 sq km), comparable to the size of Israel (8,630 sq mi). 


https://micronations.wiki/wiki/Islamic_Republic_of Hala%27ib_Triangl 
e 


Set aside the claims of Sudan and Egypt for this area, and focus on 
justice for the current inhabitants which number about 1500. I'm 
proposing a payment of $1 million US per resident, infants included. 
The nominal cost would be $1.5 billion, about the cost of 2 to 3 weeks 
of bombs to be dropped on the Gazans. Also a grant of ten acres of 
their choosing per resident. Hala'ib lies between Sudan and Egypt and 
borders the Red Sea to the east. | believe the best approach is that 
the current residents, mostly Bedouins, would have citizenship in the 
new country along with the Palestinians. They would be suddenly rich, 
of course, which would not be a new phenomenom for Bedouins. 


https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/entertainment/books/1982/01 
/31/saudi-arabiafrom-bedouins-to-oil-barons/bef09597-7dd2-481c-9a8 


5-1041320e0a63/ 


The 1500 rich Bedouins and the five million not-rich Palestinians would 
be the citizens of the new country which might be called the 
Hala'ib-Palestine Alliance. Hala'ib-Palestine would be far enough away 
from Israel that continued hostilities would be unlikely in addition to 
being pointless. Many persons claim that the Palestinians would never 
accept the idea of moving away from the birthplace of Islam. Not living 
in the birthplace of Islam does not seem to be a problem for the rest of 
the nearly 2 billion Muslims. A quick poll of the Palestinans in between 
bombardments and sniper attacks could resolve that question. There 
would need to be a threshold for final approval on both the Hala'ib and 
the Palestinian sides. 


Of course a proposal which looks very good to those directly involved 
will probably be repugnant to Sudan and Egypt, so those countries 
must be dealt with. One possibility: offer to redirect the aid that the US 
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gives Israel (approximately $4 billion per year) for ten years: $2 billion 
per year to Sudan, and the same for Egypt. Set a one-year deadline 
for agreement: if either country does not agree, all of the money goes 
to the other country. Regardless, the establishment of the new country 
would proceed under UN and US protection. The new country should 
include a nature preserve for the Nubian wild ass. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nubian_wild_ass 


t should also include a large interior area which is reserved for 
nomadic occupation only. In addition a strip of land one mile thick 
along the Red Sea plus land for an airport and various parcels for 
government installations should be under permanent government 
control. The oceanfront area could be leased for resort development. 
The land remaining after the grants to the original Hala'ib residents 
would be divied up among the Palestinians. Enlist a coalition of 
nations to build a new Palestine in the new country. The US can 
contribute the money it would otherwise spend replacing the buildings 
and infrastructure in Gaza that Israel has turned into rubble. Israel can 
rebuild what it has destroyed in Gaza. 


SB 

| will say this one more time. What is going on in Palestine is a 
religious war, and religious fanatics are driving it, and have driven it for 
a very long time. | tell you this again, because | have dealt with 
religious fanatics for a very long time, and they are deranged and 
cannot be reasoned with. You see how nuts some people | engage at 
Chris Hedges and Caitlin Jonnstone’s substacks are. They are 
fanatics. Certain they are right. No chance of thinking they are wrong. 
That said, | encourage you to present your proposal into both of those 
forums, yourself, and into any other forums in which you participate, 
and get it to President Biden, if you can, and to the the top dogs in the 
US Senate and House of Representatives, if you can, and to Al 
Jazeera, maybe they will publish it, which would be terrific. And to 
NPR All Things Considered, and to Fareed Zakaria at CNN, and 
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Anderson Cooper and Erin Burnett at CNN. 


Peter 
Wow! Well, | updated Caitlin. Paso a paso. 


SB 

This is your project, and it’s a good project, and | think you need to 
present it everywhere you can, after you see how Caitlin’s place 
responds to it, which might help you tone it up again. 


Peter 

I'll certainly try to keep on improving, and looking for new places to 
post it. 

Pretty crazy folks over at Caitlin's blog. They think the Israelis are 
going to move somewhere else. 


SB 

Here’s my take on them, which is not meant to diminish what Israel is 
doing, which is terrible. Caitlin and most of her followers were terribly 
abused in childhood. They identify with the people of Gaza, and with 
the Palestines generally, as if they are the people of Gaza, and the 
Palestinians. Hamas are the protective the good parents they never 
had growing up. Thus, it is not possible for them to entertain even a 
sliver of thought that Hamas has done this to them to gain favor in the 
world and for Israel to lose favor. 


Peter 

Certainly possible. It's more in the psychological realm than | normally 
go. | see a lynch mob. Lynch mobs are seldom angry about nothing. 
The focus of their anger has transgressed in someway, and for sure 
Israel has transgressed. Mobs are not interested in moderation. They 
have one goal in mind and that is to exact justice as they see it as 
quickly as possible. Calm voices and seeing both sides are not 
appreciated. 

Mobs make all of the members feel powerful. Almost all humans enjoy 
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feeling powerful. 


SB 

Lynch mob is a good assessment, but in this case, the people leading 
Israel and IDF need to be lynched. So | give Caitlin and her followers 
attaboys for that. But why can’t they see the whole picture? That 
brings in their psychology. That’s the last thing they want to hear or 
deal with, and if | drop that on them, | would not be surprised if they try 
to lynch me. 


Peter 

| understand these motivations, they don't bother me particularly. What 
dismays me about Caitlin's group so many like it is the attachment to 
unreality. They don't like my proposal because the Palestinians have 
to move. They want the Israelis to move. Well a case could be made 
that that would be more just, but it's a complete fantasy. They imagine 
some combination of forces will impel this to happen. | ED what if 
Israel says that have any NATO country attacks them they will respond 
with nuclear missiles. The answer was "return fire". So they would 
torch the world and the Palestinians from their mob mentality. 

Some of them immediately turned on you and me as well. I'm not slow 
to block the worst cases. 


SB 

Israel definitely will use it nukes, if it feels sufficiently threatened, and | 
have made that comment several times in Hedges and Caitlin's 
forums, and it doesn’t faze them. Here’s the deal, though, When | see 
someone obsessing over something going on a long way from where 
they are, as if their very lives are at risk, too, then that’s the tip-off that 
they identify with the victims, whose plight punches every one of their 
internal wounded buttons, and they respond accordingly. 


Peter 
Thumbs up 
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SB 
This is what Hamas did to Israel on Oct 7. Israel went insane. Here we 
are, and Hamas is pleased, it got what it wanted to get. 


Peter 
Thumbs up 


Peter 

Some day the historians will see Oct 7 as a brilliant stroke. | think we 
are going to see some real change now, which has not happened in 75 
years. 


SB 

Psychiatry and Psychology call what the remote obsessors are doing, 
projection. | don’t yet see how real change is possible. Hamas 
gambled the entire farm that Israel’s reaction would turn the entire 
world against it, but Hamas did not factor in America, and especially, 
the American right, but even Joe Biden is furious with Hamas, but he 
does not really know why. Israel is sitting on huge stockpiles of 
American weapons and munitions, put there by America for its own 
military, but Israel controls the warehouses and is drawing down the 
inventory to pursue this war. Biden was worried the war In Gaza would 
expand, and it is doing that. Biden beefed up the US Naval presence 
there, and now look what’s going on in the Red Sea. And at the 
Lebanon border. We soon could be in WW III. Thank you, Hamas, a 
brilliant strategy. Thank you, Israel. Thank you, President Biden, 
Donald Trump, the American Christians and Jews for Israel. Well, that 
would be serous change. 


Peter 

You blame both sides and | don't blame either side! I'm probably 
angrier with Israel, but that is emotion, not rationality. All this leaves 
you and | in a place where we can communicate. 

America and Israel are becoming isolated. | don't think there is any 
other country in the world where the general public supports the US 
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and Israel. 


SB 

| blame both sides, because both sides contributed to where we are 
now. | blame America, because it should have kept its nose out of 
Palestine and the Middle East altogether. | have been around the 
Globe twice, and have traveled in Europe and the Caribbean, and 
Americans, in the main, don’t know, and don't care, how the rest of the 
world views America. America really needs to turn inward and look at 
itself in the mirror for a good while. But projection and finger pointing 
are so much more comfortable and fun and exciting. Joe Biden sucks. 
His son sucks. The Democrats remind me of the mythical Fulakwi 
tribe, forever getting lost and gathering in a circle and sitting down and 
holding hands and closing their eyes and chanting, “Where the fuck 
are we? Where the fuck are we?" Donald Trump and the MAGAs and 
the Republican Party and the Christian right Supreme Court Justices 
are something else entirely. They are America’s blossoming version of 
The Third Reich. 


Peter 
Thumbs up 


SB 

Be thankful you are able to live in the Dominican Republic. My 
younger friend, who does the tech work for my books and our podcast 
told me last night that he thinks he will be happier, and safer, living 
somewhere else, but other countries, including Mexico, don’t want any 
more American ex pats. 


Peter 
Most people are friendly to me here. 


SB 


I’m talking about the governments of other countries, they don’t want 
more American ex pats. | spent a lot time on Tortola and Dominica in 
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the Caribbean, in he latter 1990s. Loved it. | no longer have a 
passport, and am not well enough to leave America anyway. I’m gonna 
go down with the ship. | worry for my children and their families. 


Peter 
Yes 


Peter 
My health is remarkably good. | haven't been to a doctor in at least 5 
years probably longer.. 


SB 

I’m jealous of your good health, and also happy for you. 

Part of our last podcast is about Trump’s chief of staff Mark Meadows. 
My tech friend gathered enough evidence to persuade the Feds to 
prosecute Meadows for faking where he lived so he could run for 
Congress there. Some Rumble clients learned of the podcast and cut 
out clips of it they especially didn’t like and posted the clips at Rumble 
and Rumble took the clips down. Rumble is very right wing. You Tube 
never gave us a link for that podcast. Lots of people who piss off 
Trump start receiving death threats, is what I’m getting at. So it won't 
surprise me if | am made extinct. That’s why viewers of he podcast 
can see only me, and why Bob is not Bob’s real name. 


Peter 

My memory is terrible, but it doesn't seem to be getting a lot worse. I'm 
actually learning tricks such as when | lay something down | try to 
visualize it in my praying for about 10 seconds after | let go of it. If | do 
that | can pretty much remember where | put it. 

In my brain 

| hope the best for you. Of course both of us have already beaten the 
averages. 


SB 
Lucky you, when I had vertigo about a year ago, and an ER did an 
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MRI to see if | had a stroke (no), they called the government, because 
they had never seen anything like my brain. | snuck out of there and 
changed back into my usual shape and drove home. 


Peter 
Lol 


SB 


https://tinykingdomblacksheep.blogspot.com/2024/01/the-more-books- 
he-writes-ant-longer-he.html 


"Grandfossil’s tales to his grandchildren, a different sort of last will and 
testament" 


Peter 
Thumbs up 
| received no useful feedback at Caitlin's substack. Sad. 


SB 
Cults, or if you wish, religions, are not open to change, or to anything 
that challenges their views. 


Peter 
Thumbs up 
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Hey Chris Hedges and other Hamas apologists: The truth will set you free, 
but first it will piss you off 


Once upon a time, The Guardian newspaper, based in England, sent two 
of its U.S.-based journalists to Key West to interview me and other 
homeless people | knew and city officials about how the city treated its 
homeless people. The journalists told me that when they went to interview 
the people running the city’s homeless shelter, and told them that they 
already had interviewed me and a homeless woman friend of mine, the 
people running the shelter were freaked out and didn’t want to talk with the 
journalists. 


After | moved back to Birmingham in 2019 and thanks to an inheritance 
no longer was homeless, | paid for my Key West homeless friend to take 
Greyhound through Birmingham, where we visited for a short while, and 
then Greyhound carried her to her mother’s city in Missouri, where my 
friend lived until she had a massive seizure and died. 


A very different kind of homeless report was in my email yesterday: 


The Chris Hedges Report 
CHRIS HEDGES 
JAN 19 


The cartoonist Joe Sacco invented nonfiction graphic journalism, 
marrying rigorous and detailed reporting with illustrations that leap off 
the page and give his stories a texture, depth and power that is hard 
for most writers to match. He pioneered this work with nine issues on 
the Palestinians living under Israeli occupation from 1993 to 1995. The 
nine comics, later published as the book 

The Chris Hedges Report with cartoonist Joe Sacco about his iconic 
books Palestine and Footnotes 


Sloan Bashinsky 
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Sloan’s Newsletter 

Once upon a time, The Guardian newspaper, based in England, sent 
two of its U.S.-based journalists to Key West to interview me and other 
homeless people | knew and city officials about how the city treated its 
homeless people. The journalists told me that when they went to 
interview the people running the city’s homeless shelter, and told them 
that they already had interviewed me and a homeless woman friend of 
mine, the people running the shelter were freaked out and didn’t want 
to talk with the journalists. 


The October 7 Guardian article below was in my Apple newsfeed 
yesterday morning. It helps explain why Israel’s leaders and military 
went insane after the October 7 attack. Unable to beat Israel militarily, 
Hamas hoped Israel would do precisely what it has done in Gaza, so 
that the entire world would turn against Israel. 


This former practicing attorney says Israel is guilty of massive war 
crimes in Gaza, and Hamas very much wanted those massive wars 
crimes to happen, and for people like Chris Hedges, who ought know 
better, to ignore what Hamas did, and lay 100 percent of the blame on 
Israel and America, which is guilty of aiding and abetting Israel’s 
massive war crimes in Gaza, is absurd. 


https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/jan/18/evidence-points-to-sys 
tematic-use-of-rape-by-hamas-in-7-october-attacks#:~:text=By%20cro 


ss%2Dreferencing%20testimonies%20given,corroborating%20pieces 


*200f%20evidence%20exist. The Chris Hedges Report with cartoonist 
Joe... 


Evidence points to systematic use of rape and sexual violence by 
Hamas in 7 October attack, which was Hamas hope.. 


Guardian aware of sexual assaults for which multiple 
corroborating pieces of evidence exist 
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Warning: contains graphic descriptions 


10:00 EST Thursday, 18 January 2024 


In videos from 7 October, the body of a young woman is lying face 
down in the back of a pickup truck, stripped to her underwear, one leg 
bent at an unnatural angle. One of the men sitting next to her pulls her 
long hair as armed men around him shout praises to God. 

Footage of the lifeless corpse of Shani Louk, a 22-year-old 
Israeli-German national, paraded around the streets of Gaza was 
some of the first to surface on 7 October, as the scale of the horror 
visited on sleeping families in kibbutzim neighbouring the strip and 
people partying at a nearby rave started to become clear. 

In the more than three months since the unprecedented attack by the 
Palestinian group Hamas, the atrocities the militants committed have 
been well documented. Israel is still grappling with the trauma: entire 
families burned alive, torture and mutilation, children and elderly 
people ripped from the arms of their loved ones, seized as hostages. 
Emergency responders risked their lives in the fighting on 7 October 
and several days afterwards to rescue the wounded and retrieve the 
dead. The chaos meant there were significant failings in preserving 
evidence of gender-based violence and what is coming to be seen as 
the systematic use of rape as a weapon of war by Hamas. 

Israel’s top police investigations unit, Lahav 433, is still poring over 
50,000 pieces of visual evidence and 1,500 witness testimonies, and 
says it is unable to put a number on how many women and girls 
suffered gender-based violence. 

By cross-referencing testimonies given to police, published interviews 
with witnesses, and photo and video footage taken by survivors and 
first responders, the Guardian is aware of at least six sexual assaults 
for which multiple corroborating pieces of evidence exist. Two of those 
victims, who were murdered, were aged under 18. 

At least seven women who were killed were also raped in the attack, 
according to Prof Ruth Halperin-Kaddari, a legal scholar and 
international women’s rights advocate, from her examination of 
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evidence so far. The New York Times and NBC have both identified 
more than 30 killed women and girls whose bodies bear signs of 
abuse, such as bloodied genitals and missing clothes, and according 
to the Israeli welfare ministry, five women and one man have come 
forward seeking help for sexual abuse over the past few months. 

In the immediate aftermath of the attack, overwhelmed by the sheer 
number of victims, and the burned or disfigured state of some of the 
bodies, morgues were preoccupied with identification and did not have 
the time or capacity to test for sexual assault using rape kits, said the 
police spokesperson Mirit Ben Mayor. Lack of trained personnel was 
also a problem: according to the Israeli daily Haaretz, there are only 
seven forensic pathologists in the entire country. 

Zaka, Israel’s emergency response organisation, usually works in 
cooperation with police at the scenes of terrorist attacks so the 
authorities can gather evidence before Zaka removes the bodies. 
Many have said since the attack that they wished they had realised at 
the time that, although they were trying to treat the dead with respect, 
they were also contaminating crime scenes. Most Zaka workers are 
conservative ultra-Orthodox men: several have said that they “didn’t 
think of rape at all’. 

The victims’ bodies were also released as quickly as possible from 
morgues to their families for the swift burial required by Jewish 
tradition, and crucial evidence buried with them. 

Some posthumous forensic examination is still possible, but it is 
unlikely that the full extent of the gender-based violence committed on 
7 October will ever be known. 

The Guardian spoke to a Zaka volunteer, Simcha Greeneman, who 
said in one kibbutz he had come across a woman who was naked 
from the waist down, bent over a bed and shot in the back of the head. 
In another house, he discovered a dead woman with sharp objects in 
her vagina, including nails. 

At the Shura military base in central Israel, where most of the dead 
were taken, the reservist Shari Mendes, who was tasked with washing 
the female bodies and preparing them for burial, told reporters: “We 
have seen women who have been raped, from the age of children 
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through to the elderly. 

“We were in such a state of shock ... Many young women arrived in 
bloody shrouded rags with just their underwear, and the underwear 
was often very bloody. Our team commander saw several soldiers who 
were shot on the crotch, intimate parts, vagina or shot in the breasts,” 
she added. 

The most detailed witness account of rape is from a young woman 
who attended the Supernova music festival, where more than 350 
young people were killed. The witness, who was shot in the back, said 
she was hiding in vegetation just off route 232 when a large group of 
Hamas gunmen arrived, who between them raped and killed at least 
five women. 

“They laid a woman down and | understood that he is raping her ... 
They passed her on to another person,” she told police in a video 
reviewed by the Guardian. “And he cuts her breast, he throws it on the 
road and they are playing with it.” 

For more Guardian journalism follow this channel 

Follow the Guardian 

One raped woman was “shredded to pieces” and another “stabbed 
repeatedly in the back while she was being raped”, the same witness 
said in an interview with the New York Times. The witness has 
provided police with photographs of her hiding place, and another 
survivor hiding in the same spot has testified that he saw at least one 
woman being raped. 

One of the festival’s organisers, Rami Shmuel, who returned to the 
scene the day after the attack, has described finding the bodies of 
three young women “naked from the waist down, legs spread”. 

“One had the face burnt,” he said. Another was “shot in the face” while 
the last had been “shot all over the lower part of her body”. 

One woman who survived gang rape at the rave was being treated for 
severe mental and physical trauma, police said, and was in no 
condition to speak to investigators. 

In addition to the gender-based violence committed on 7 October, 
there are worries for the safety of the women still in Hamas captivity in 
Gaza. 
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Renana Eitan, the head of psychiatry at the Ichilov Tel Aviv medical 
centre, previously told the Guardian that of the 14 freed hostages still 
under her care — including children — several had been subjected to or 
witnessed sexual abuse. The US state department has said that the 
week-long truce between Israel and Hamas in November broke down 
because the militants refused to release the remaining women in its 
custody, over fears they would speak publicly about sexual violence. 
Orit Sulitzeanu, the director of the Association of Rape Crisis Centers 
in Israel, said: “Everyone is looking for that golden piece of evidence, a 
woman survivor who testifies publicly about what happened to her. But 
think about it: someone suffering with that kind of trauma, why would 
they put themselves through that? Sexual violence is underreported 
everywhere. This is no different. 

“| don’t think it is currently in the survivors’ best interests to go to the 
police, and | think the investigations into all the atrocities are going to 
take a very long time.” 

Rape and sexual assault are considered war crimes and a breach of 
international humanitarian law. Hamas has denied the accusations of 
sexual violence. 

On Monday, UN-appointed independent experts said that “given the 
number of victims and the extensive premeditation and planning of the 
attacks”, mounting evidence of rapes and genital mutilation pointed to 
possible crimes against humanity. 

Israeli intelligence officials, experts and sources with direct knowledge 
of interrogation reports of captured Hamas fighters believe units that 
attacked were beforehand given a text that drew on a controversial 
and contested interpretation of traditional Islamic military 
jurisprudence, claiming that captives were “the spoils of war”. This 
potentially legitimised the abduction of civilians and other abuses, 
without being an explicit instruction to do so. 

In at least two unsourced videos of interrogations of alleged Hamas 
members, which Israeli officials say they did not authorise for release, 
the men are heard talking about instructions given to rape women. 
Linking suspects in custody to specific crimes was likely to be very 
difficult, Halperin-Kaddari said, although Israel intends to open criminal 
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proceedings as soon as possible. 

Individual victims will be able to file complaints amounting to crimes 
against humanity charges against Hamas at the international criminal 
court in The Hague, and the court is also expected to open a specific 
investigation into sexual violence on 7 October. 

Halperin-Kaddari said: “An international investigation has more 
potential because the level of evidence is not as high as that in 
criminal proceedings, where you have to have a specific individual and 
specific victim and prove what happened beyond all reasonable doubt. 
“To prosecute the overall scope of the atrocities and the degree of 
cruelty ... We have enough for that already.” 
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Hey Hamas and Israel and their allies and apologists, did you ever consider 
it was God that swallowed Jonah and did not cough him up until he did 
what God wanted him to do? 


| am pretty sure most Christians and Jews believe a whale swallowed 
Jonah, but it was God that swallowed Jonah and did not cough him up until 
he agreed to do what God had asked him to do. 


A few days ago, a classmate of mine at Crestline Elementary School in 
the upscale white Birmingham suburb Mountain Brook, Alabama, aka The 
Tiny Kingdom, started replying to my comments at the Australian Hamas 
apologist Caitlin Johnstone’s Substack Newsletter, where | had tangled with 
quite a few of Caitlin’s readers over Caitlin and them blaming Israel and 
America for everything going on in Gaza since Hamas's brutal October 7, 
2023 attack in Israel. 


Peter and | had some mostly cordial back and forth, which | reported in 
an earlier post at this blog. He then made a proposal that the UN, or 
someone, buy land in Sudan on the Red Sea, and the Palestinians would 
move there and have their own country. Peter then revised his proposal 
twice, as | recall, but the gist of it remained the same. 
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https://tinykingdomblacksheep.blogspot.com/2024/01/some-proposed-soluti 
ons-to-war-in.html 


| encouraged Peter to spread his proposal far and wide, but as far as | 
could see, he only put it into a comment at Caitlin Johnstone’s Newsletter, 
where Peter was not well received. 


| put Peter’s proposal into Caitlin’s Substack Newsletter and into retired 
war correspondent Hamas apologist Chris Hedges’s Substack Newsletter, 
where neither Peter’s proposal nor | were well received. 


Peter comment under yesterday’s Hey Chris Hedges and other Hamas 
apologists: The truth will set you free, but first it will piss you off post at this 
blog, led to a lot back and forth between us, and this morning | left him 
something to ponder. 


Peter Rodes Robinson 
https://open.substack.com/pub/asawinstanley/p/israeli-hq-or 
dered-troops-to-shoot 


Israeli HQ ordered troops to shoot Israeli captives on 7 
October 

Asa Winstanley 

Reactivated “Hannibal Directive” was ordered from top, 
Israeli journalists confirm. 

Hamas is blamed for killing 1200 Israelis. Wouldn't it be 
interesting if the TRUTH is that Israel killed a substantial 
percentage of that number? 

This protocol (often referred to as the Hannibal Directive) 
was standard IDF policy for decades. 

>>They write that “the instruction was to stop ‘at any cost’ 
any attempt by Hamas terrorists to return to Gaza, using 
language very similar to that of the original Hannibal 
Directive, despite repeated promises by the defense 
apparatus that the directive had been canceled.”<< 


155 


If this is TRUE (and the fact that it is being reported by Israeli 
journalists makes me think it is) do you encourage the 
spread of this knowledge? 


Sloan Bashinsky 

| have read several times about that at the Hedges and 
Caitlin forums, and it may well have happened when Israel’s 
police and military tried to stop the attack and prevent even 
more hostages from being taken back to Gaza. 

But what does that have to do with the sex atrocities the 
Guardian reported, which | had seen reported quite a few 
times elsewhere? Every time | mentioned rape at the 
Hedges and Caitlin forums, | was told it was Israeli 
propaganda and how many people Israel's’s police and 
military killed at the scene of the Oct 7 attack. 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a German Christian theologian, who 
wrote The Cost of Discipleship, comparing “cheap grace” 
with the real deal, said, "Silence in the face of Evil itself is 
Evil, God will not hold us harmless”. He and others who tried 
to kill Hitler were caught and put into concentration camps 
and executed. 

| don’t think | would care for the karma of people who keep 
giving Hamas a free pass. 


Peter Rodes Robinson 
https://open.substack.com/pub/jonathancook/p/why-the-guar 
dians-hamas-mass-rap 


Peter Rodes Robinson 

| am extremely skeptical that soldiers going into battle with 
the fourth largest army in the world would be taking the time 
to rape women. 


Sloan Bashinsky 
Using your reasoning, why would Hamas be so stupid as to 
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pick a fight with the 4th largest standing Army in the world, 
unless Hamas wanted that army to obliterate Gaza, trying to 
obliterate Hamas? And to get that outcome, Hamas’s 
soldiers raped unarmed female civilians during the raid, and 
kidnapped unarmed women and children and took them 
back to Gaza. 


Peter Rodes Robinson 

Sorry, | couldn't confirm "fourth largest military". On a per 
capita basis Israel is number two, spending slightly more 
than the US. On total defense spending, Israel is close to 
Canada , and about a third of the UK budget. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

The size and $pending for IDF is not really relevant. Peter, 
you simply cannot trust everything either side, or the press, 
say. You have to use common sense, and both sides of the 
brain, to know something awful happened on October 7, 
unlike anything before, to cause Israel to attack Gaza in this 
way. 


Peter Rodes Robinson 

All of the initial reports about Oct 7 came from the Israeli 
side, and | believed them 100%. Only later did | start to use 
common sense and both sides of my brain. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

| was skeptical of both side’s reports, from the beginning. But 
as you and | both concluded, Hamas wanted an over the top 
response from Israel, so what really happened on Oct. 7 to 
produce the over the top response, Peter? It had to be 
something terrible. 


Peter Rodes Robinson 
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What if Israel killed half of the dead civilians on Oct 7? What 
if the "rapes" were mostly fabricated? It's still awful, right? 
The difference is that this scenario does not support the 
"Arabs are inhuman" meme. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

What if Israel and military on Oct. 7 did what | would have 
done, if | were there and my wife and children were being 
attacked and about to be killed, or raped, or kidnapped back 
to Gaza, to suffer horribly. And | had a gun with only 6 bullets 
in it, which would be useless to defend my family and me. 
So, | kill my family and then | kill myself. Because the 
alternative is much worse. There is always the risk of 
hostages being kited by the rescuers or by the hostages 
takers, if the rescuers go in with.guns blazing. 

Islam has proved many times how inhumane it can be. 
Hamas's charter called for the destruction of Israel. That's 
humane? Or is it genocide? Two rhetorical questions. 


Peter Rodes Robinson 

"the alternative is much worse" 

But this is the useful narative. "A fate worse than death." If 
you want to demonize your enemy, saying that they killed 
your soldiers just doesn't carry a lot of weight, or even that 
they killed your civilians, but saying that they raped your 
women. "Ahhh. They must be demons." 


Sloan Bashinsky 

You argue like someone who never married and had a wife 
and children, whom you would have protected with your life, 
and you loved them enough not tlet them be raped and 
slaughtered by terrroists. Please take your argument up with 
Israel, in Israel, in person, face to face. :-) 

And while you are there, straightening out Israel’s leaders, 
present your solution for Israel staying in Palestine and the 
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Palestinians all moving to Sudan, financed by the UN, Israel, 
America, or whomever :-) 


Peter Rodes Robinson 

"raped" 

There it is again. You see fire fights are not enough to make 
you hate the enemy. 

| get the feeling that you are still more offended by October 
7th than by the 30,000 dead, killed by Israel, since. 


Sloan Bashinsky 
| am offended by Oct 7 and what it produced, and who 
produced it, and who keeps giving Hamas a free pass, 
including you, who suggests Israel should stay in Palestine 
and the Palestinians should leave, when who needs to leave 
is Israel. 

Peter Rodes Robinson 

What do you think the Palestinians should do? 

Bibi is making it clear that the prospect of a two-state 

solution is null. | think it has been a convenient myth which 

has been used to molify the Palestinians up to now. 

So what do you think the Palestinians should do? 


Sloan Bashinsky 

Hamas has seen to it that the Palestinians are fucked. If the 
Palestinians want to leave Gaza, and thus stop providing 
Hamas cover, then they should petition the UN for help 
doing that. That’s what your proposal is about, isn’t it? Start 
selling your solution to the UN, to Ajazeera, to CNN, to the 
Guardian, to President Biden, to Israel. Then perhaps 
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Today: 


expect howls of disapproval from Hamas apologists, and 
perhaps death threats from Islam. 


Peter Rodes Robinson 
If a way is prepared for the Pals to go to Hala’ib-Palestine, 
what would stop the Hamas members from going? 


Sloan Bashinsky 
Nothing, but that is not relevant to the assignment God gave 
to you, and your way is forward with your best effort. 


Peter Rodes Robinson 
At this point I'm trying to get my proposal to a Palestinian 
woman. 


Sloan Bashinsky 
good :-) 


Sloan Bashinsky 

Below is a link to an absolutely brutal Netanyahu-bashing 
Guardian article today: 

"Hamas Official says ‘no chance’ hostages will return to 
Israel after Netanyahu rejects deal. 

"The prime minister said he rejected the terms of a deal 
which included Israel's complete withdrawal from Gaza’. 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/jan/22/israel-gaza- 
war-hamas-hostages-release-benjamin-netanyahu-rejects-d 


eal 
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Taking the approach you and others took to yesterday's 
Guardian article about the Hamas rape atrocities on October 
7, | would conveniently ignore today’s Guardian article, 
which would be as idiotic as ignoring yesterday's Guardian 
article. 

The Las Vegas odds of the 2 Guardian articles happening in 
succession were about zero, howver the God odds were 100 
percent. Same for the odds of you meeting me online after 
not seeing me since the 1950s. 

Today’s Guardian article left me thinking you need to 
promote your proposed solution of moving he Palestinians to 
Sudan as if their lives depend on it and your soul depends 
on it. 

Consider how it went for Jonah in the Bible after he declined 


to do what God had asked him to do :-). 


| have experienced countless times that there is no hiding 
from God, and it matters not whether people believe God 
exists :-) 


Peter Rodes Robinson 

Yes | will ignore the new Guardian article. | don't feel any 
personal responsibility to fix the situation. I've done far more 
than the average person by thinking deeply on what is a 
possible solution. 

| posted the proposal again in the Scott Alexander Open 
Thread 342 yesterday. If you think it is a good proposal you 
should go there and say so. Other voices mean much more 
than mine. 
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| seldom get support; almost everyone says it's impossible. 
Of course they don't post any solutions. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

You saw how ill-received | am at Caitlin’s place and over at 
Chris Hedges’s place, before and after | posted your solution 
at both places. It’s your proposal, which perhaps could be 
likened to Moses parting the Red Sea, if it comes about, and 
how you shepherd it is between you and God, Peter. 


Peter Rodes Robinson 

Hah! You think God has plans for me and none for you? 
What are the Las Vegas odds of two 81-year-old guys from 
Crestline Elementary... 


Sloan Bashinsky 

I’ve been consciously dealing with God’s plans for me since 
early 1987, and mostly | have not cared for God’s plans for 
me, and if you have been experiencing similar for that long, 
or longer, or even shorter, then you know what mean :-) Your 
solution is unique, you are a Hamas apologist, and you have 
a far great chance, therefore, than | to be received by the 
Palestinians and Hamas, than do I, who cannot abide 
Hamas or Israel’s behavior starting October 7. Before that, | 
wasn’t paying much attention to that miasm, other than | 
knew it was and remains biblical, it's a religious war, and it’s 
not going to stop for so long as Israel is in Palestine, Islam 
will see to that. 

Me, as president, | would abandon Israel and release all of 
America’s UFO files on same day, and hope the latter took 
everyone on the planet’s minds off whatever was bothering 
them in that moment in time and space :-). Meanwhile, as 
opportunities arise, | will keep shooting off my mouth and 
painting bullseyes all over myself :-), surrounded by MAGAs, 
Republicans, Democrats and Bible thumpers, who don’t 
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seem to care for much, if anything, | say or write about 
anything that matters to them :-) 


Peter Rodes Robinson 
| seldom think about God's plans for me, but of course, that's 
not a data point. 


| felt like it was time for me to move on. 


| spend a good bid of time each day wondering if what I’m doing is in 
sync with God, and my dreams and other ways of “hearing” let me know. 
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Soul X-Rays: Joe Biden, America, Chris Hedges and his church 


Finally, somebody appears to have written an exhaustive criticism of Joe 
Biden based on actual facts and events, as opposed to whatever Donald 
Trump says about Joe Biden is true. 


The Four Horsemen of Gaza’s Apocalypse 


https://chrishedges.substack.com/p/the-four-horsemen-of-gazas-apoc 
alypse 


Joe Biden relies on advisors who view the world through the prism of 
the West’s civilizing mission to the “lesser breeds” of the earth to 
formulate his policies towards Israel and the Middle East. 
(Reproduced in full at the botttom of this post) 


Sloan Bashinsky 

Thank you, Chris, | think every Democrat and all school children 
in America should be required to read what you wrote about Joe 
Biden, much of which was news to this Independent. 
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Instead of being in bed with Israel, Biden should be doing all he 
can to stop the invasion from Mexico. Yet yesterday, the all-wise 
U.S. Supreme Court ruled Texas had no right to line its southern 
border with razor wire, after the wall Donald Trump had promised 
Mexico would pay for, which got Trump elected in 2016, didn’t get 
paid for by Mexico, and most of it didn’t get built. 


If I were president, | would ban American travel to Mexico, money 
being sent from America to people in Mexico, and Mexican 
products and services from entering America, until Mexico stops 
the invasion from it into America. 


| would bring the troops home and put them on America’s 
southern border to repel the invasion as peacefully as possible. 


| would put American soldiers, armed to the teeth, in American 
public lower, middle and high schools, to protect school children 
from domestic terrorists armed to the teeth with guns protected by 
the National Rifle Association, gun lovers, and the United States 
Supreme Court, none of whom ever once considered Amendment 
2's right of the citizens to bear arms is predicated on a well 
regulated militia to carry those arms. 


As for how | would deal with the war in Palestine, which will 
continue for so long as Israel is there, it’s biblical, | abandon 
Israel altogether, and give Israel the choice of stop fighting in 
Palestine, because it ran out of American ammunition, or use its 
nukes against its Islamic enemies and make Palestine 
uninhabitable, and there is no holy land for Judaism, Christendom 
and Islam to squabble over. 


To attempt to head off that dystopia, | release all of UFO files, 
hoping that so jangles the thinking, hopes and dreams of every 
person and government and political party and religion on this 
planet, that they all put aside their personal squabbles and unite 
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against the sum of their greatest fears, which heretofore they had 
ignored or not even believed they had. 


In that way, Israel’s best friend Donald Trump, and Joe Biden, 
and their lemmings all get chopped off at the groin. 


Alan H Torok 
This is a remarkably disgusting and ignorant comment!? 


Sloan Bashinsky 
Disgusting topic, ignorance is in the eye of the beholder. 


Daedalus 
Kinda sounds like you want an ‘Iron Curtain’. How American. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

The Iron Curtain didn’t allow people to leave the Soviet Union and 
go somewhere else, as well as it kept people from going into the 
Soviet Union. America doesn’t need any more immigrants, from 
anywhere, but its southern border is a real problem and has been 
for a good while, and that’s because Mexico has not been 
inclined to do anything about it. So, let Mexico trade with other 
countries, and see how much it misses American dollars, and 
maybe Mexico will decide to stop the flood through and from it to 
the America southern border. 

On the other side of that “fence,” America has many internal 
troubles, which it needs to give its full attention, and one way to 
help America do that is stop immigration, and another way is to 
stop America's foreign military excursions. And, the way things 
are going with the political/religious landscape in America, it looks 
to me that the time is coming when the US Military will be needed 


inside of America to try to keep it from going into another civil war. 


It’s so much easier to hold forth about something awful going on 
across an ocean than is to roll up the sleeves and deal with bad 
shit going on inside America. 
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Daedalus 

You bring up another point. | certainly agree that stopping foreign 
military excursions would be a good thing. However, the creation 
of that military in the first place causes a problem that's been 
evident for over 2,000 years. The problem of the 'returning 
military’. 

First, you train youngsters to follow orders and hate 'the other’ so 
that they can more easily kill fellow humans. Next you set them 
loose on 'others' halfway around the world. But, when they return 
home, you reap the results of your ill-conceived plan. The result 
(as Greece and Rome found out) is that your 'republic' often 
becomes a dictatorship, and that leads to the same distinctly 
authoritarian division between those that take and those that give 
orders. This submerges any vestige of an egalitarian (democratic) 
ethic. Such a situation created the American Revolution (among a 
few others). The 'United States' were States that found common 
cause against the authoritarian British Crown. That's what made 
‘America’, not hatred of 'the Other’. The hate-filled Pilgrims made 
cause with the peace-loving Quakers. 

Are you, perhaps, a former military minion? 


Sloan Bashinsky 

Never served in the military, and was spared by what seemed a 
miracle at the time from being drafted during the Vietnam war. 
That any country feels it needs a military, or uses its military 
against another country, speaks to the devolution of humanity, in 
my opinion. Yet most countries, including America, have a 
military, so | say put it to use defending America from the 
southern invasion, defending children in public schools, and 
defending America from insurrection. 

In a different sense, | am very much a soldier, and | have fought 
many battles in many wars, but the weapons were, and remain, 
words spoken and written. The chain of command | serve is vast 
beyond human comprehension, and although some religions 
think or believe they have a grasp on it, it is unfathomable and 
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cannot be comprehended in human ways, but its workings can be 
seen at times and acknowledged. 

| have participated in many public forums or places: churches, 
government meetings, face to face, and in many online forums. 
Sometimes | receive a like or attaboy, but mostly slings and 
arrows. 

If you are not familiar with it, | suggest you read THE SPEAR OF 
DESTINY, by Trevor Ravenscroft, which is about Hiter and his 
inner circle, how they became so powerful, and some people with 
special abilities who opposed them and reported to the Allied 
Command. 

Humanity is really messed up. Palestine is really messed up. 
America is really messed up. Just about every place is really 
messed up, while some places are less messed up. 

| live in Birmingham, Alabama, which once was one of the seats 
of white supremacy in America, but today Birmingham is a blue 
city surrounded by seas or red. 

I’m 81 years old and | don't figure | will be around long enough to 
see America end up like Great Britain, Rome, Greece and the 
Persian empires. But | think that is where America is headed and 
| see no way to avoid it, which leaves for each person living in 
America to do the next right thing, so to speak. 

A Court far above any human court observes all of those 
proceedings, and in that Court we all are on trial. 

Although me thinks talk of the Death of Israel might be a tad premature, 
given its large nuclear arsenal, Israel’s response to Hamas's Irresistible 
October 7 bait certainly killed Israel's reputation a lot deader than any 
previous attempt to kill its reputation. 


“The Death of Israel" - A talk Given by Chris Hedges at The 


Islamic Society of Central New Jersey 
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This is a talk | gave on Jan. 18 to a largely Muslim audience of several 


hundred people at The Islamic Society of Central New Jersey. 


https://chrishedges.substack.com/p/the-death-of-israel-a-talk-given 


Sloan Bashinsky 

What’s going on in Gaza is horriific, but | have to wonder, Chris, 
are you trying to get more paid subscriptions to your Substack 
newsletter, which might cease to exist, if there were no wars for 
you to analyze and dissect? | have to wonder if your paid 
subscription$ increased after you began covering the October 7 
attack and its aftermath? If so, do you donate your war profits to 
the beleaguered people of Gaza? 


PITA Contrarian 

Well said ... 

Ya see, it's just too risky to stand with "we the people" of the U.S. 
working class ... 


Athena1Elucidate the Mechanisms of Act 

I've lived in or near the poverty line my entire adult life. People 
like me are legion. While | can forgive with relative ease, | don't 
forget. Y'all shoulda expected us. 


:) 
Sloan Bashinsky 
I’m curious who someone like you voted for president in 2016 and 


2020? Or there wasn’t a candidate you wanted to vote for and 
you didn’t vote? 


Athena1Elucidate the Mechanisms of Act 
Boring troll is boring. 


Sloan Bashinsky 
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It’s been a long time since | was accused of being boring:-). 


Athena‘1Elucidate the Mechanisms of Act 
Well, get used to it. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

It will take a lot more people than you for me to get used to being 
called boring. Based on lots of angry replies to comments | have 
made at Chris’s place, | ain’t boring. Whats’ boring for me is 
people using fake names and still not answering questions, such 
as, who'd you vote for in 2016 and 2020? :-) 


Carl Retter 

Sloan: Your petty and unwarranted criticism of Chris Hedges 
reveals your illiteracy about his life and work and is a sad attempt 
to elevate yourself by diminishing someone else. 

In fact, Hedges speeches and writings and prison teaching 
provide star light in a dark world from his compassion and 
courage. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

Agreed, and | think Chris should go to Gaza and ask the people 
there what they now think about Hamas? 

And | think Chris then needs to turn his attention to the bizarre 
freak shows going on inside his own disintegrating county. 


Athena1 
Elucidate the Mechanisms of Act... 
Boring trolls are boring. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

Your definition of troll is someone who disagrees with you and 
Chris Hedges? Someone who disturbs your perspective, comfort 
zone, etc.? Looks to me Chris has started his own religion and 
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this forum is its church and a lot of people, including me, pay to 
attend daily services here. 


Athena‘ 
Elucidate the Mechanisms of Act... 
Boring troll is still boring. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

I’ve been reading Chris about 3 months, watching him over and 
over give Hamas a free pass all that time. He really ought to know 
better. I’ve said that many times here, and that the people running 
Hamas and Israel should all be hanged. And Joe Biden, too, for 
helping Israel do what Hamas wanted Israel to do in Gaza. 


Julio Santos 
Sloan and whom did you vote for? 


Sloan Bashinsky 
Joe Biden, instead of Donald Trump. The first time | voted for a 


major party candidate, and maybe the last. 


The Four Horsemen of Gaza’s Apocalypse 
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Blood Brothers - by Mr. Fish 


Joe Biden's inner circle of strategists for the Middle East — Antony 
Blinken, Jake Sullivan and Brett McGurk — have little understanding 
of the Muslim world and a deep animus towards Islamic resistance 
movements. They see Europe, the United States and Israel as 
involved in a clash of civilizations between the enlightened West and a 
barbaric Middle East. They believe that violence can bend Palestinians 
and other Arabs to their will. They champion the overwhelming 


firepower of the U.S. and Israeli military as the key to regional stability 
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— an illusion that fuels the flames of regional war and perpetuates the 
genocide in Gaza. 

In short, these four men are grossly incompetent. They join the club of 
other clueless leaders, such as those who waltzed into the suicidal 
slaughter of World War One, waded into the quagmire of Vietnam or 
who orchestrated the series of recent military debacles in Iraq, Libya, 
Syria and Ukraine. They are endowed with the presumptive power 
vested in the Executive Branch to bypass Congress, to provide 
weapons to Israel and carry out military strikes in Yemen and Iraq. 
This inner circle of true believers dismiss the more nuanced and 
informed counsels in the State Department and the intelligence 
communities, who view the refusal of the Biden administration to 
pressure Israel to halt the ongoing genocide as ill-advised and 
dangerous. 

Biden has always been an ardent militarist — he was calling for war 
with Iraq five years before the U.S. invaded. He built his political 
career by catering to the distaste of the white middle class for the 
popular movements, including the anti-war and civil rights movements, 
that convulsed the country in the 1960s and 1970s. He is a Republican 
masquerading as a Democrat. He joined Southern segregationists to 
oppose bringing Black students into Whites-only schools. He opposed 
federal funding for abortions and supported a constitutional 
amendment allowing states to restrict abortions. He attacked President 
George H. W. Bush in 1989 for being too soft in the “war on drugs.” He 


was one of the architects of the 1994 crime bill and a raft of 
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otherdraconian laws that more than doubled the U.S. prison 
population, militarized the police and pushed through drug laws that 
saw people incarcerated for life without parole. He supported the North 
American Free Trade Agreement, the greatest betrayalof the working 
class since the 1947 Taft-Hartley Act. He has always been a strident 
defender of Israel, bragging that he did more fundraisers for the 
American Israel Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC) than any other 
Senator. 

“As many of you heard me say before, were there no Israel, America 
would have to invent one. We'd have to invent one because... you 
protect our interests like we protect yours,” Biden said in 2015, to an 
audience that included the Israeli ambassador, at the 67th Annual 
Israeli Independence Day Celebration in Washington D.C. During the 
same speech he said, “The truth of the matter is we need you. The 
world needs you. Imagine what it would say about humanity and the 
future of the 21st century if Israel were not sustained, vibrant and 
free.” 

The year before Biden gave a gushing eulogy for Ariel Sharon, the 
former Israeli prime minister and general who was implicated in 
massacres of Palestinians, Lebanese and others in Palestine, Jordan 
and Lebanon — as well as Egyptian prisoners of war — going back to 
the 1950s. He described Sharon as “part of one of the most 
remarkable founding generations in the history not of this nation, but of 


any nation.” 
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While repudiating Donald Trump and his administration, Biden has not 
reversed Trump’s abrogation of the Iran nuclear deal negotiated by 
Barack Obama, or Trump’s sanctions against Iran. He has embraced 
Trump’s close ties with Saudi Arabia, including the rehabilitation of 
Crown Prince and Prime Minister Mohammed bin Salman, following 
the assassination of the Saudi journalist Jamal Khashoggi in 2017 in 
the consulate of Saudi Arabia in Istanbul. He has not intervened to 
curb Israeli attacks on Palestinians and settlement expansion in the 
West Bank. He did not reverse Trump’s moving of the U.S. Embassy 
to Jerusalem, although the embassy includes land Israel illegally 
colonized after invading the West Bank and Gaza in 1967. 

As a seven-term senator of Delaware, Biden received more financial 
support from pro-Israel donors than any other senator, since 1990. 
Biden retains this record despite the fact that his senatorial career 
ended in 2009, when he became Obama’s vice president. Biden 
explains his commitment to Israel as “personal” and “political.” 

He has parroted back Israeli propaganda — including fabrications 
about beheaded babies and widespread rape of Israeli women by 
Hamas fighters — and asked Congress to provide $14 billion in 
additional aid to Israel since the Oct. 7 attack. He has twice bypassed 
Congress to supply Israel with thousands of bombs and munitions, 
including at least 100 2,000-pound bombs, used in the scorched earth 
campaign in Gaza. 

Israel has killed or seriously wounded close to 90,000 Palestinians in 


Gaza, almost one in every 20 inhabitants. It has destroyed or 
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damaged over 60 percent of the housing. The “safe areas,” to which 
some 2 million Gazans were instructed to flee in southern Gaza, have 
been bombed, with thousands of casualties. Palestinians in Gaza now 
make up 80 percent of all the people facing famine or catastrophic 
hunger worldwide, according to the U.N. Every person in Gaza is 
hungry. A quarter of the population are starving and struggling to find 
food and drinkable water. Famine is imminent. The 335,000 children 
under the age of five are at high risk of malnutrition. Some 50,000 
pregnant women lack healthcare and adequate nutrition. 

And it could all end if the U.S. chose to intervene. 

“All of our missiles, the ammunition, the precision-guided bombs, all 
the airplanes and bombs, it’s all from the U.S.,” retired Israeli Major 
General Yitzhak Brick_told the Jewish News Syndicate. “The minute 
they turn off the tap, you can’t keep fighting. You have no capability... 
Everyone understands that we can’t fight this war without the United 
States. Period.” 


Blinken was Biden's principal foreign policy adviser when Biden was 


the ranking Democrat on the Foreign Relations Committee. He, along 
with Biden, lobbied for the invasion of Iraq. When he was Obama’s 
deputy national security advisor, he advocated the 2011 overthrow of 
Muammar Gaddafi in Libya. He opposed withdrawing U.S. forces from 
Syria. He worked on the disastrous Biden Plan to partition Iraq along 
ethnic lines. 

“Within the Obama White House, Blinken played an influential role in 


the imposition of sanctions against Russia over the 2014 invasion of 
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Crimea and eastern Ukraine, and subsequently led ultimately 
unsuccessful calls for the U.S. to arm Ukraine,” according to the 
Atlantic Council, NATO’s unofficial think tank. 

When Blinken landed in Israel following the attacks by Hamas and 
other resistance groups on Oct. 7, he announced at a press 
conference with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu: “I come before 
you not only as the United States Secretary of State, but also as a 
Jew.” 

He attempted, on Israel’s behalf, to lobby Arab leaders to accept the 
2.3 million Palestinian refugees Israel intends to ethnically cleanse 
from Gaza, a request that evoked outrage among Arab leaders. 
Sullivan, Biden’s national security advisor, and McGurk, are 
consummate opportunists, Machiavellian bureaucrats who cater to the 
reigning centers of power, including the Israel lobby. 

Sullivan was the chief architect of Hillary Clinton’s Asia pivot. He 
backed the corporate and investor rights Trans-Pacific Partnership 
Agreement, which was sold as helping the U.S. contain China. Trump 


ultimately killed the trade agreement in the face of mass opposition 
from the U.S. public. His focus is thwarting a rising China, including 
through the expansion of the U.S. military. 

While not focused on the Middle East, Sullivan is a foreign policy hawk 
who has a knee jerk embrace of force to shape the world to U.S. 
demands. He embraces military Keynesianism, arguing that massive 
government spending on the weapons industry benefits the domestic 


economy. 
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In a 7,000-word essay for Foreign Affairs magazine published five 
days before the Oct. 7 attacks, which left some 1,200 Israelis dead, 
Sullivan exposed his lack of understanding of the dynamics of the 
Middle East. 

“Although the Middle East remains beset with perennial challenges,” 
he writes in the original version of the essay, “the region is quieter than 
it has been for decades,” adding that in the face of “serious” frictions, 
“we have de-escalated crises in Gaza.” 

Sullivan ignores Palestinian aspirations and Washington’s rhetorical 
backing for a two-state solution in the article, hastily rewritten in the 


online version after the Oct. 7 attacks. He writes in his original piece: 


At a meeting in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, last year, the president set forth 
his policy for the Middle East in an address to the leaders of members 
of the Gulf Cooperation Council, Egypt, Iraq, and Jordan. His 
approach returns discipline to US policy. It emphasizes deterring 
aggression, de-escalating conflicts, and integrating the region through 
joint infrastructure projects and new partnerships, including between 


Israel and its Arab neighbors. 


McGurk, the deputy assistant to President Biden and the coordinator 
for the Middle East and North Africa at the White House National 


Security Council, was a chief architect of Bush’s “surge” in Iraq, which 


accelerated the bloodletting. He worked as a legal advisor to the 


Coalition Provisional Authority and the U.S. ambassador in Baghdad. 


He then became Trump’s anti-ISIS czar. 
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He does not speak Arabic — none of the four men does — and came 
to Iraq with no knowledge of its history, peoples or culture. 
Nevertheless, he helped draft Iraq’s interim constitution and oversaw 
the legal transition from the Coalition Provisional Authority to an 
Interim Iraqi Government led by Prime Minister Ayad Allawi. McGurk 
was an early backer of Nouri al-Maliki, who was Iraq’s prime minister 
between 2006 and 2014. Al-Maliki built a Shiite-controlled sectarian 
state that deeply alienated Sunni Arabs and Kurds. In 2005, McGurk 
transferred to the National Security Council (NSC), where he served 
as director for Iraq, and later as special assistant to the president and 
senior director for Iraq and Afghanistan. He served on the NSC staff 
from 2005 to 2009. In 2015, he was appointed as Obama’s Special 
Presidential Envoy for the Global Coalition to Counter ISIL. He was 
retained by Trump until his resignation in Dec. 2018. 


An article in April 2021 titled “Brett McGurk: A Hero of Our Times,” in 


New Lines Magazine by former BBC foreign correspondent Paul 


Wood, paints a scathing portrait of McGurk. Wood writes: 


A senior Western diplomat who served in Baghdad told me that 
McGurk had been an absolute disaster for Iraq. “He is a consummate 
operator in Washington, but | saw no sign that he was interested in 
Iraqis or Iraq as a place full of real people. It was simply a bureaucratic 
and political challenge for him.” One critic who was in Baghdad with 
McGurk called him Machiavelli reincarnated. “It’s intellect plus 


ambition plus the utter ruthlessness to rise no matter the cost.” 
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A U.S. diplomat who was in the embassy when McGurk arrived found 
his steady advance astonishing. “Brett only meets people who speak 
English. ... There are like four people in the government who speak 
English. And somehow he’s now the person who should decide the 


fate of Iraq? How did this happen?” 


Even those who didn't like McGurk had to admit that he had a 
formidable intellect — and was a hard worker. He was also a gifted 
writer, no surprise as he had clerked for Supreme Court Chief Justice 
William Rehnquist. His rise mirrored that of an Iraqi politician named 
Nouri al-Maliki, one careerist helping the other. That is McGurk’s 


tragedy — and Iraq's. 


E 


McGurk’s critics say his lack of Arabic meant he missed the vicious, 
sectarian undertones of what al-Maliki was saying in meetings right 
from the start. Translators censored or failed to keep up. Like many 
Americans in Iraq, McGurk was deaf to what was happening around 


him. 


Al-Maliki was the consequence of two mistakes by the U.S. How much 
McGurk had to do with them remains in dispute. The first mistake was 
the “80 Percent Solution” for ruling Iraq. The Sunni Arabs were 
mounting a bloody insurgency, but they were just 20% of the 


population. The theory was that you could run Iraq with the Kurds and 
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the Shiites. The second error was to identify the Shiites with hardline, 
religious parties backed by Iran. Al-Maliki, a member of the religious 


Da’wa Party, was the beneficiary of this. 


In a piece in HuffPost in May 2022 by Akbar Shahid Ahmed, titled 
“Biden’s Top Middle East Advisor ‘Torched the House and Showed Up 
With a Firehose,” McGurk is described by a colleague, who asked not 
to be named, as “the most talented bureaucrat they’ve ever seen, with 
the worst foreign policy judgment they’ve ever seen.” 

McGurk, like others in the Biden administration, is bizarrely focused on 
what comes after Israel’s genocidal campaign, rather than trying to 
halt it. McGurk proposeddenying humanitarian aid and refusing to 
implement a pause in the fighting in Gaza until all the Israeli hostages 
were freed. Biden and his three closest policy advisors have called for 
the Palestinian Authority — an Israeli puppet regime that is reviled by 
most Palestinians — to take control of Gaza once Israel finishes 
leveling it. They have called on Israel — since Oct. 7 — to take steps 
towards a two-state solution, a plan rejected in an humiliating public 
rebuke to the the Biden White House by Netanyahu. 

The Biden White House spends more time talking to the Israelis and 
Saudis, who are being lobbied to normalize relations with Israel and 
help rebuild Gaza, than the Palestinians, who are at best, an 
afterthought. It believes the key to ending Palestinian resistance is 
found in Riyadh, summed up in a top-secret document peddled by 
McGurk called the “Jerusalem-Jeddah Pact,” the HuffPost reported. It 


is unable or unwilling to curb Israel’s bloodlust, which included missile 
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strikes in a residential neighborhood in Damascus, Syria, on Saturday 
that killed five military advisors from Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary 
Guard Corps, and a drone attack in South Lebanon on Sunday, which 
killed two senior members of Hezbollah. These Israeli provocations will 
not go unanswered, evidenced by the ballistic missiles and rockets 
launched on Sunday by militants in western Iraq that targeted U.S. 
personnel stationed at the al-Assad Airbase. 

The Alice-in-Wonderland idea that once the slaughter in Gaza ends a 
diplomatic pact between Israel and Saudi Arabia will be the key to 
regional stability is stupefying. Israel’s genocide, and Washington’s 
complicity, is shredding U.S. credibility and influence, especially in the 
Global South and the Muslim world. It ensures another generation of 
enraged Palestinians — whose families have been obliterated and 
whose homes have been destroyed — seeking vengeance. 

The policies embraced by the Biden administration not only blithely 
ignore the realities in the Arab world, but the realities of an extremist 
Israeli state that, with Congress bought and paid for by the Israel 
lobby, couldn't care less what the Biden White House dreams up. 
Israel has no intention of creating a viable Palestinian state. Its goal is 
the ethnic cleansing of the 2.3 million Palestinians from Gaza and the 
annexation of Gaza by Israel. And when Israel is done with Gaza, it 
will turn on the West Bank, where Israeli raids now occur on an almost 
nightly basis and where thousands have been arrested and detained 


without charge since Oct. 7. 
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Those running the show in the Biden White House are chasing after 
rainbows. The march of folly led by these four blind mice perpetuates 
the cataclysmic suffering of the Palestinians, stokes a regional war 
and presages another tragic and self-defeating chapter in the two 
decades of U.S. military fiascos in the Middle East. 


Here’s what Donald Trump and his lemmings are chasing after: 
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The beatings will continue until ears and morale improve: outlaw poets vs. 
the zombie apocalypse 


Poetic 


N 


Oútlaws 


In my email feed this Thurstay morning: 


The Future Belongs to the Poet 
Poetic Outlaws 
By: Henry Miller 


"We live entirely in the past, nourished by dead thoughts, dead creeds, 
dead sciences. And it is the past which is engulfing us, not the future. 
The future always has and always will belong to—the poet.” 

The Future Belongs to the Poet 
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The Future Belongs to 
the Poet 


Sloan Bashinsky 

Although | think all of life is poetry, it’s freaking hard for me to see 
poetry in a lot of human dramas, say for examples, the war in 
Palestine, Joe Biden, Donald Trump, Democrats, Republicans, 
MAGAs, KKK, Antifa, Proud Boys, Christendom, Judaism, Islam, 
Ukraine, American politics, etc. barf, etc. barf, etc. barf. | think it’s not 
the zombie apocalypse future that belongs to the poets, as there might 
not be a future, the way humanity is killing the planet, as well as many 
of its own members and mangling the psyches and souls of the 
temporary survivors. | think it’s the present, the now, today, that 
belongs to the poets, for it looks to me that it is the poets, the artists, 
the writers, the musicians, who answer only to their Muse, who feel, 
sense and see what is really going on, and if they don’t speak to it, call 
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it out, parade it naked devoid of fig leaves, the good, the bad, the 
beautiful, the ugly and the horrible, who will at least have tried to bare 
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help them God, 
cross their heart and hope to die and burn in hell forever, if they don’t 
right now love and praise what is good and beautiful, and assault and 
ravage and fuck and cut to ribbons that which opposes what is real 
and important and valuable and necessary and precious? 


Ethan Summers 
it's hard to change anything when you speak to so many deaf 
ears 


Sloan Bashinsky 
The Muse demands air time, her slaves ignore her and 
experience her sorrow, displeasure, wrath, even? 


Ears receive mention in this poem :-) 
"Eve's Answer” 


Vexing Truth 

Life is Poetry, 

Poetry is Life, 

There's no more to say, 
but that wouldmake God 
a really dull boy, 

now wouldn't it, Eve? 


So, Eve,What say you? 

After all, You have been, 

still are, 

blamed,for everything that went wrong 
with hu - MAN -i - ty. 


Well, do you really want to hear 


what | gotta say? 

Is this one of those 

be careful what you ask for pregnancies? 
Well, is it? 


Probably, but say what you wish - 
| s'pect you need to be heard. 
Heard? 


Funny you mention ears. 

Yes, ears. 

Such important receptacles. 

Yet filled with concrete, 

shit, propaganda, beliefs,certainties, 
well, let's not leave out 
SUPERSTITION and RELIGION, 
now should we? 


By the way, 

where do ya suppose 
God came from? 

Or, out of? 

And, why do ya s'pose 
| made Eve 

in my own IMAGE?’ 


‘Cause Adam was 
so bored and dull - 
so ... predictable 
He was BORING!!! 
the shit outta me!!! 
That's why. 


Now 
Shusssssh - 
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Don't go round quoting me 
on any of that - 

I've had quite enough of 
the religious right 

ta last me 


the rest of forever! 


Ethan Summers 
Well, if God is pleased or rather entertained then who am | to 
comment? 


Sloan Bashinsky 
| think She was not even slightly pleased, and maybe she might 
appreciate any help you can lend her? :-) 


Ethan Summers 

Sadly, | haven't been blessed with the gifts necessary to please 
the gods. Yet, if that helps in any way, | try to use my ears as well 
as | can, as | imagine most people in this community do © 


Sloan Bashinsky 

| think the gods are appeased when people use their gifts and 
don’t get swallowed up and stifled by joining herds and losing 
their individuality, common sense, decency and openness to 
change and appreciation of mystery and adventure. 
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The World Court tossed South Africa some animal crackers and chopped 
the Gaza baby in half 


| dunno if there is any connection, but on the day a federal jury in New 
York City awarded E. Jean Carrol $83,000,000 in damages against Donald 
Trump, for defaming her and, | think, causing her to receive a whole lot of 
death treats from his lemmings, The World Court tossed South Africa a few 
animal crackers and cut the Gaza baby in half. 


The World Court Opinion is the topic of today’s post, which begins with a 
missive from retired international war correspondent profiteer Chris Hedges 
(link provided), who had predicted the World Court Would come down hard 
on South Africa’s lawsuit against Israel. 
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It May be Genocide, But it Won’t Be Stopped 


CHRIS HEDGES 


The ruling by the International Court of Justice was 
a legal 

victory for South Africa and the Palestinians, but it 
will not 

halt the slaughter. 


https://chrishedges.substack.com/p/it-may-be-geno 


cide-but-it-wont-be?utm_source=profile&utm_mediu 
m=reader2 


Sloan Bashinsky 

Here is the first part of The Wall Street Journal report on The 
World Court’s decision. When | practiced law and a court 
basically left each side where the court found them, which seems 
to be the case with The World Court, we called such a case a 
“dog fall”. 


Wall Street Journal 
Updated January 26, 2024, 3:07 pm EST 
World Court Rejects Demand for Gaza Cease-Fire 


International Court of Justice orders Israel to take measures to 
prevent destruction of Palestinian community, avoid incitement 
and facilitate humanitarian aid 

The International Court of Justice declined a plea to order Israel 
to cease military operations in Gaza following Hamas’s Oct. 7 
terrorist attacks but required the Jewish state to enable 
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humanitarian aid to the enclave’s civilian population and take 
every measure to prevent destruction of its Palestinian 
community. 

Friday’s decision, adopted by an overwhelming majority of the 
United Nations court, was a nuanced response to a blood-soaked 
conflict that began with Hamas’s massacre of more than 1,200 
people in Israel, triggering an Israeli military campaign that Gaza 
officials say has claimed more than 25,000 lives. 

“The court is acutely aware of the extent of the human tragedy 
that is unfolding in the region and is deeply concerned about the 
continuing loss of life and human suffering,” the ICJ’s American 
president, Joan Donoghue, said in announcing the ruling from the 
Peace Palace in The Hague. 

The ICJ order came a month after South Africa initiated 
proceedings accusing Israel of violating the 1949 Genocide 
Convention, and two weeks after hearings where South Africa, 
backed by the Palestinian Authority, presented its case, 
portraying the Gaza operation as a continuing assault on 
Palestinians that began with Israel’s establishment in 1948. 
Israel, in rebuttal, said that its military complies with international 
legal obligations and that noncombatant casualties had been 
exacerbated by Hamas's practice of locating fighters and supplies 
in civilian areas. 

To side with South Africa, the court had to find that its allegations, 
if true, could be in violation of the treaty; a final determination of 
those questions could take years of litigation. 

In Friday’s provisional orders, adopted In a series of 
near-unanimous votes, the world court required Israel to punish 
incitement to genocide in the Gaza Strip, preserve evidence of 
potential violations of the treaty and report back to The Hague on 
its compliance. It also called for the immediate and unconditional 
release of hostages taken by Hamas during its Oct. 7 attack and 
held by it and other militant groups. 
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But the court stopped short of the fundamental objective South 
Africa and its allies sought: ordering an immediate end to Israel’s 
military campaign in Gaza. 

Both sides claimed vindication. 

“Our war is against Hamas terrorists, not against Palestinian 
civilians,” Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said shortly 
after the decision. “We will continue to facilitate humanitarian 
assistance, and to do our utmost to keep civilians out of harm’s 
way, even as Hamas uses civilians as human shields.” 

South Africa’s Foreign Ministry called the decision “a decisive 
victory for the international rule of law and a significant milestone 
in the search for justice for the Palestinian people.” The ICJ, it 
said, “has determined that Israel’s actions in Gaza are plausibly 
genocidal and has indicated provisional measures on that basis.” 


JennyStokes 

There is more to come. 

This to me is a beginning. 

IF the US and Europe continue to send weapons to Israel | 
perceive : 

1. That the IJC will become defunct. Owned and headed by a US 
Judge. 

2.There is still the Criminal court in the Hague.Probably headed 
by a US Judge> | do not know. 

| still am an optimist although my brain tells me | am stupid. 

MY last sentence is to all those who vote for Biden (the 
warmonger) 

IF you people can go to bed at night knowing that YOUR 
President is aiding and abetting Israel good luck to you and sleep 
well. 

Karma is coming for the USA 


Sloan Bashinsky 


| mostly agree with you, Jenny. Although a lawyer, | have no 
international law experience, and while | imagined The World 
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Court was sort of like, say, the U.S. Supreme Court, in the sense 
that the justices all get to put in their two cents worth before a 
decision is handed down (published), | wasn’t sure, so so | went 
to Wikipeida and found: 


kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk 


The International Court of Justice (ICJ; French: Cour 
internationale de justice, CIJ), also called the World Court, [1] is 
the only international court that adjudicates general disputes 
between nations, and gives advisory opinions on international 
legal issues. It is one of the six organs of the United Nations 
(UN), [2] and is located in The Hague, Netherlands. 

The ICJ is the successor of the Permanent Court of International 
Justice (PClJ), which was established in 1920 by the League of 
Nations. After the Second World War, the League and the PCIJ 
were replaced by the United Nations and ICJ, respectively. The 
Statute of the ICJ, which sets forth its purpose and structure, 
draws heavily from that of its predecessor, whose decisions 
remain valid. All member states of the UN are party to the ICJ 
Statute and may initiate contentious legal cases; however, 
advisory proceedings may only be submitted by certain UN 
organs and agencies. 

The ICJ consists of a panel of 15 judges elected by the UN 
General Assembly and Security Council for nine-year terms. No 
more than one judge of each nationality may be represented on 
court at the same time, and judges collectively must reflect the 
principal civilizations and legal systems of the world. Seated in 
the Peace Palace in The Hague, Netherlands, the ICJ is the only 
principal UN organ not located in New York City.[3] Its official 
working languages are English and French. 

Since the entry of its first case on 22 May 1947, the ICJ has 
entertained 191 cases through 13 November 2023.[4] Pursuant to 
Article 59 of the Statute of the International Court of Justice, the 
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court's rulings and opinions are binding on the parties with 
respect to the particular case ruled on by the court. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

Continuing my other comment to what you wrote, Jenny. 

From what | have read, The World Court’s Gaza opinion is the 
view of the entire court panel, as | am not aware yet of any 
dissents. What leaped out at me, which | think was really 
important to the entire panel, is that Hamas needs to release its 
October 7 hostages, which tells me the panel is not giving Hamas 
the free pass it has consistently gotten from Chris Hedges and 
everyone | have discussed this with at Chris's place. 

| think the panel should have gone further, by deciding Israel’s 
IDF was committing genocide in Gaza. | think the panel should 
have condemned President Biden and America for not stopping 
to supply Israel with arms and munitions after Biden saw what 
IDF was doing in Gaza, which was what Hamas hoped Israel 
would do in Gaza, which, as a lawyer, | bet The World Court 
justices also figured out. Meaning, Hamas was okay with IDF 
killing a whole lot of Gazans and destroying where they lived, in 
an attempt to destroy Hamas. And, | think the justices are acutely 
aware that Hamas uses the Gaza civilians as human shields for 
the very purpose of getting a whole lot of Gaza civilians killed by 
IDF. 

If Chris Hedges had taken that approach, | would have been with 
him all the way. But he didn’t, and | think The World Court’s 
decision reflects the reality that Hamas is a monster, too, but what 
can The World Court do about Hamas? Nothing, except what it 
did in its ruling. 

| applaud your dragging karma into this matter, for | agree with 
you that President Biden and America have created awful karma 
by helping Israel do what it has done, and will do, in Gaza. It’s 
beyond just that, though. During the fracas, Donald Trump said 
he is Israel’s best friend, and he may or may not be that, but he 
said it because he wants the vote of every Jew and conservative 
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Christian in America. | think anyone who thinks Trump will go 
hard on Israel is dreaming. 

A lot of people in America believe God sent Trump to them, and 
they will be very upset if he is not elected in 2024. They might 
revolt with violence, if he is not elected in 2024. The January 6, 
2020 insurrection was a tea party compared to what Trump has 
primed his lemmings to do, if he is not elected in 2024. So, please 
understand that | worry plenty about that happening where my 
children and their families live, but I’m an ornery old geezer, and 
my continued breathing is kinda unimportant compared to my 
children and their families’ safety. 

As for Gaza, | look forward to Hamas's reply to The World Court 
telling it to release its October 7 hostages, for if Hamas does that, 
it will put Israel in a really ugly bind, if it does not cease fire and 
bring IDF back to Israel. 


| have not practiced law for some time now, but | can read court 
Opinions and understand what the judges are saying, and The World 
Court handed the South African claimant a few animal crackers, and 
cut the baby in half between Israel and Hamas, and how it will go from 
here is anybody’s guess, but it's crystal clear to me that The World 
Court sees that Oct 7 was Hamas's bait to get Israel to destroy Gaza, 
and up to now Hamas got a free pass from people who have not 
gotten out of the shallow end of the swimming pool yet, or are still in 
the baby pool above the swimming pool. 


In that regard, this happened over at Caitlin Johnstone's cult the day 
before The World Court issued its opinion: 


Karen Williams 

| haven't said this aloud yet, but how sick is it to murder your own 
citizens to prevent their future use as bargaining chips (the likely 
real reason), or even to prevent their possible death at the hands 
of Hamas. 
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What evidence there is (notably from the only released Israeli 
hostage who was allowed to speak publicly before being whisked 
off out of sight by the Israeli government) suggests that Hamas 
was trying to engineer another prisoner exchange like the one 
that happened in 2011 (Israel released 1,027 people from jail in 
exchange for the captured soldier Gilad Shalit) and was not 
brainlessly engaging in an orgy of violence as the Israeli 
government claimed. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

How about the orgy of rape used by Hamas's soldiers on October 
7. And the orgy of Hamas soldiers killing unarmed men, women 
and children on Oct 7. And the orgy of Hamas taking children 
hostages back to Gaza on October 7. | swan, if this forum mostly 
doesn't seem like another brainwashed cult. Certainly, Israel’s 
response to Oct 7, where it happened in Israel, and then in Gaza, 
has been atrocious. But you folks that don’t give Hamas credit for 
provoking Israel to do precisely what it did in Gaza seems to me 
as brainwashed as the lemmings who worship Joe Biden and the 
lemmings who worship Donald Trump. 


Karen Williams 

It is not in dispute that Israeli troops were being trained to execute 
the "Hannibal protocol." It is very much in dispute that Hamas 
raped even one woman or mutilated even one woman or child. 
Some of the evidence was proven to be fabricated, and the rest is 
not available for examination. 

Did you read any of the material about Oct 7 on The Grayzone, 
mintpressnews, etc.? It certainly doesn't seem like you did. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

Well, do you suppose Hamas also knew that Israel’s soldiers 
were being trained to execute the “Hannibal protocol”, and that is 
precisely what Hamas hoped would be executed in Gaza after the 
Oct 7 attack? | swan, why cannot YOU SEE THAT HAMAS 
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WANTED ISRAEL TO OBLtIERATE GAZA? What has happened 
to you that you cannot see what is in plain view? Please take a 
few days to ponder that, before you weigh in again like you are a 
programmed member of a cult. 


Karen Williams 

Hamas members are in Gaza. Hamas members’ families live in 
Gaza. Hamas members' friends live in Gaza. Or did, before they 
were killed. You are deranged. 


Sloan Bashinsky 
Hamas is deranged, or doesn’t care for its member’s families and 
its friends, and if you don't see that, then if the shoe fits :-) 


A few days later postscript: 


jim harper 

Sure Sloan, your jurisprudence is a little off. Israel was built with 
terror, founded with terror, maintained with terror, expanded with 
terror, ruled with increased terror, now Genocidal TERROR in 
Gaza! The mask is off, if Oct 7 tore it off, it is only because people 
have been fooled with sophisticated hasbara, along with money 
and power in Washington and the US Media! | have said it more 
than once before. Israel has been a fascist government from the 
outset! When or if a fascist government comes to America, it will 
be with the help of Zionists and Zionism! Genocide Joe is going to 
keel over any time now. Waiting in the wings is the Orange Jesus 
and Niki Haley, backed with AIPAC Zionist and Christian 
Billionaires and Tea Party Koch Big Donor Money! PNAC Neo 
Con John Birchers will end it all in a Nuclear Armageddon! What 
a pathetic choice! P.S The Palestinian's are starving to death, 
while Israel tortures UNRAW workers to smear the only ones 
getting food in and murdered doing so, even if true 12 out of a 
hundred thousand makes it an outrageous excuse! Although 
30,000 murdered Palestinian's and 60,000 wounded and maimed 
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gets the short end of the stick! While Israel gets IRON CLAD 
Guarantees of $billions and $billions of more more more more! 
War humph, What is it Good For ABSOLUTELY NOTHIN ! 


Sloan Bashinsky 

It's a horrible mess, Gaza. 

The UN fired some of its workers because they participated in the 
October 7 raid, which led to the genocide. 

| say the leaders of Israel, Hamas and President Biden should be 
hanged together. 

It’s not my jurisprudence, but the World Court’s which | simply 
explained. 

You are right, America will back Israel, regardless of who’s in the 
White House, which disgusts me. 

| dunno, maybe if Caitlin and Chris Hedges, and all of their 
readers, including you, Jim, start beating up on Hamas for inviting 
hell-squared into Gaza, Hamas might feel some pressure and 
maybe something will come from that? 

Up to now, it has looked to me that Hedges, Caitlin, and their 
readers are on Hamas's payroll. 


jim harper 

Palestinian Hell On Earth is Israeli Designed. LONG BEFORE 
HAMAS. Maybe you should start beating up AIPAC, Bnai Brith, 
ADL and Genocide Joes Zionist MIC Cabal destroying the world. 
Hamas is a Guerilla organization, like Ho Chi Mien in Vietnam. 
They are resisting their tormenters and jailers! The US is the 
ONLY one who can put a stop to it by cutting off aid and bombs 
and demand a ceasefire! The Genocide is Israel's choice and 
fault! Full STOP! Instead of reading the Wall St. Journal etc. 
propaganda, why not read Haaretz and watch Al Jazeera! 


Sloan Bashinsky 
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The past has come and gone. The October 7 raid provoked a 
massive criminally insane counterattack from Israel, which 
Hamas hoped would happen. 

| agree, America should cut off money, weapons and munitions to 
Israel, but that will not stop Israel from raiding the huge stockpile 
of American war materials and munitions stored in Israel for the 
U.S. Military's use in that region. 

Israel has a large stockpile of nuclear weapons, which it will use if 
it feels sufficiently threatened by Islamic groups and Iran. 
America is very close to being in another war against Islam. 
Thank you, Hamas, for your clever October 7 raid and its fallout. 
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Someone asked if The Redneck Mystic Lawyer would like to be Robert F. 
Kennedy, Jr’s running mate, and then she told him to stay sexy 


My friend “Bob" does the tech work for The Redneck Mystic Lawyer 
Podcast and publishes my fiction and stranger than fiction books at the free 
internet library, archive.org. 


Recent email correspondence with two Americans about The Redneck 
Mystic Lawyer for President campaign: 


Milo to: southernlawyerwhobecameamystic@gmail.com 


How is Sloan wrapping up his campaign? Is it just forgotten or 
discarded ? 


Bob to Milo: 


Dear Milo: 
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Thanks for writing. There are a number of new posts now at Sloan's 
campaign blog. Fear not, Sloan isn't wrapping that up. 


Deandra to southernlawyerwhobecameamystic@gmail.com 

Hi Sloan ! Hi Bob ! 

If RFK Jr runs on a third party ticket, would Sloan be interested in 
being his Vice President ? What do you think they'd call their third 


party ? 


I'm no gold digger but Sloan, even for a 32 year old woman like me, he 
looks pretty cute. 


Stay sexy Sloan ! 

Bob to Deandra 

Dear Deandra thank you for writing. 

Sloan finds your idea very intriguing except neither he nor myself know 


how to get in touch with Robert F. Kennedy Jr. If you Know a way 
please let us know ! Thanks for your great question(subliminal 


suggestion © )! 


As for what | would call their party, | would name it the RFK Jr/SYB 
Jr Rush to Restore Sanity Party ! 


Uh no comment on Sloan's Attractiveness. That kinda talk got Trump 
in a LOT of trouble. LOL 


Sloan to Milo last night: 
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Hi, Milo- 


Bob receives emails related to our podcast and reads them to me, 
and, when | ask, he forwards them to me. We receive very few emails. 


During a new podcast last night, Bob read the longer thing you posted 
somewhere, which platform | had not heard of before. 


| appreciate your inquiry, and we actually went into that in a podcast 
last night, which we hope to have in the Torrent system soon, and then 
up on YouTube, if it clears YT's moderation. It's title is, "Thank you 
Donald Trump for making America dangerous for disagreeing with 


you". 


During the past few weeks, Bob had three intense medical situations, 
which kept us off the air. | explained that during last night’s recording 
of the podcast. 


And that for some stupid reason, perhaps, | started posting new 
material at the Tiny Kingdom Black Sheep blogspot, instead of at The 
Redneck Mystic Lawyer for President blogspot. Two days ago, | 
reposted those posts at the campaign blogspot. 


As we did the podcast last night, Bob received an email asking if | 
might be interested in being Robert Kennedy's vice-president running 
mate? | wondered if Kennedy would be interested in having me as his 
running mate? This morning, Kennedy was interviewed on CNN re 
whether he and the Libertarian Party will strike a deal for him to be 
their candidate. 


| did not think the timing was a coincidence, but how to get from here 
to there, or to wherever, it's beyond my crystal ball :-) 
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The other email was from a woman in America, who has quite a wit 
about her. | have not responded yet to her, and maybe | need to sleep 
on it to help me not make a mess of it :-). 


| am thinking of including the text of your and my and her and my 
correspondence in a post at the campaign blog. If | do, | will only use 
first names. 


If you have more thoughts, or suggestions, I'd like to hear them. 
Thanks, 

Sloan 

Sloan to Deandra this morning: 

Hi, Deandra - 


Bob receives all of our podcast's emails and forwards them to me. We 
get very few emails. 


Your email came in while Bob and | were doing a new podcast 
episode, and after we were done, Bob saw your email and told me 
about it. We named that podcast episode, "Thank you Donald Trump 
for making America dangerous to anyone who disagrees with you." It 
should be in the Torrent universe shortly, and maybe on YouTube, 
depending on its moderator. 


Your email cracked me and Bob up, and his email back to you cracked 
me up. 


| twice saw on CNN yesterday, Robert Kennedy being interviewed and 
asked if he would seek the Libertarian Party's nomination, and the 
Libertarian Party's leadership saying they like some of Kennedy's 
positions, and they are keeping friendly with him. 
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This morning in my Apple newsfeed was a FOX News article about 
Trump's campaign team actively trying to get Robert Kennedy to be 
Trump's 2024 V.P. running mate, because Kennedy represents a lot of 
votes. | hope Kenndey don't want to join the oldest profession :-) 


Now | take all of that and your email to us as not in any way a 
coincidence, but | lack a Tarot deck or crystal ball or psychic friend 
who can read the future. But to answer your question, yes, | would be 
flattered for Kennedy to ask me to be his V.P. running mate, yet | 
wonder if he would care for my positions on America's issues? And, | 
wonder if he would appreciate me expressing my views in the public 
arena, if they differ from his views? For there ain't much hope that | 
would do for Kennedy what Trump wants all his lemmings to do - blind 
loyalty, whatever you say, Sir. 


So, if you know or can figure out a way to get me an audience with 
Robert Kennedy, or get selected episodes of The Redneck Mystic 
Lawyer Podcast and select posts at the campaign blog to him, please 
do that. If not, perhaps the angels conspiring behind the scenes will 
come up with something? 


As for the personal parts of your email, | have given that much 
thought. 


If you lived near me, | would invite you over for a home-cooked meal, 
or we could dine at a nearby popular restaurant, and then head back 
to my apartment, where you are welcome to try to raise my prostate 
cancer radiated yang from the dead. | provide a generic Viagra 
prescribed by my urologist, but never used for lack of opportunity, and 
you provide digitalis, in the event you succeed in raising the dead and 
| go into cardiac arrest :-) 


| may include your and Bob's and my emails in a post at The Redneck 
Mystic Lawyer for President blogspot, using only first names, and an 
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email the day before yours, from an American man inquiring if | was 
winding up the campaign? Hell, no! 


That was no coincidence, either. 
| feel tag-teamed, and contrite for appearing to have flaked out. 


God don't have much use for pussies. Not the kind Trump bragged 
about grabbing, which | imagine the E. Jean Carrol jury heard all 
about! 


=) 
Sloan 


When | told my mother in 1960 that that | thought John Fitzgerald 
Kennedy would make a good president, she looked like she had been 
stung by a wasp and said we could not let the Catholics take over America! 
Later, she told me that what | had told her had really upset my father. 


After being elected, President Kennedy came to Nashville, Tennessee 
and spoke to the school in Vanderbilt's football stadium, and asked we 
students what we could do for our country and the world? 


President Kennedy appointed his younger brother Robert to be his 
Attorney General, and by and by Robert saw two different meanings in 
communications from the Soviet Union during the Cuban Missile Crisis. 
President Kennedy gambled on Robert being right, and they responded to 
the communication in a way to make it known they understood, and nuclear 
holocaust was averted, and the Soviet Union took its nuclear 
intercontinental missiles back to the Soviet Union. 


President Kennedy then got cold feet about America getting into a land 
war in Vietnam. 


| recall hearing on the radio one morning at Vanderbilt that President 
Kennedy was shot and killed in Dallas, Texas, and when | attended a cost 
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accounting course class later that day, | told my professor what | had 
heardand he looked shocked and said he guessed he needed to call his 
stockbroker. 


Vice-President Lyndon Johnson, from Texas, became President, and by 
and by he promised on national television, | saw it, that he would never 
send American boys to die in a war in Asia, and then he broke that 
promise. 


Robert Kennedy had become a US Senator, and during his own 
Campaign to be the Democrat Party nominee for president, he said he 
would not support a war in Vietnam, and then he was shot and killed. 


Dr. Martin Luther King came out against President Johnson's white 
man’s land war in Vietnam, and Dr. King was shot and killed. 


Malcom X came out against President Johnson's white man’s land war in 
Vietnam, and Malcom X was shot and killed. 


Muhammed Ali refused to be inducted and fight against brown people 
who never caused him no trouble, nor called him no nigger, and he got put 
in prison. 


The Catholics never took over America. 


Yet today America has a devout Catholic president who enabled Israel to 
commit genocide in Gaza, and, as a result, has America on the verge of 
being in a very large shooting war against Islam in the Middle East. 


What would do if | were president? 


| would stop sending Israel arms and munitions and money, and | would 
bring the US Military home to peacefully as possible defend America's 
southern border with Mexico. 


| would stop all products and labor coming into America from Mexico, 
and | would stop Americans from going to Mexico, and | would stop private 
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money transfers from people in America to people Mexico- until Mexico 
stops the invasion through and from it into America. 


| also would put my soldiers in American schools to defend children and 
teachers and school staff from domestic National Rifle Association/US 
Supreme Court-enabled domestic terrorists. 


| wonder how Robert F. Kennedy, Jr, might feel about any or all of what’s 
in this blog post? 


| wonder if Robert F. Kennedy, Jr, who quit the Democratic Party last 
year and became an Independent presidential candidate, feels the ghosts 
of his father and uncle calling him to do more for America and the world 
than they did? 


Based on what | read in Wikipedia, Robert Fitzgerald Kennedy, Jr., who 
in his early manhood, got busted for heroin and fell from grace, came back 
and did many things to help America, humanity, and Mother Nature. 


That cannot be said of President Biden’s addict son, Hunter. 


Based on what | read in Wikipedia, RFK, Jr. is nothing like Joe Biden and 
Donald Trump. 


RFK, Jr. may be a genuine decent alternative for the American people to 
choose as their next president. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_F. Kennedy Jr. 


Having weird me as his running mate, or rooting for him at Bob’s and my 
podcast, might be the worst possible rat poison for RRK, Jr. 


But then, what do | know? I’m just an ornery 81-year-old white man, who 
was born with a silver spoon and a gold spoon in his mouth, which he 
barfed away and went off and did stuff his parents and grandparents and 
he never could have imagined. 


207 


The internet has unleashed the hounds of hell and lets any damn fool make 
a fool of him/herself worldwide 


The other day, | got into a discussion with someone about the internet, 
which gives me a lot to do in my latter years, | can play chess and bridge 
there whenever | wish, and | can shoot off my mouth there, but it also looks 
to me that for many people the internet has replaced God. Then, something 
happened in a public forum where | have been my usual ornery old self for 
a while. 


After Donald Trump was sworn in in 2017, it was in the news that 
Vladimir Putin was elected president of Russia for life, and | saw Trump say 
on TV that he liked that idea, president for life. Of course, that had nothing 
to do with: 
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A while back at Australian Caitlin Johnstone’s bash Israel, President 
Biden and America internet cult, | had a number of conversations with a 
fellow who said he had lived in the Donbass part of Ukraine and was fluent 
in Russian and spoke passable Ukrainian, who convinced me that he is 
great admirer of Vladimir Putin. 


We dueled the past couple of days at Caitlin’s dark castle, and at his 
invitation the duel shifted to a more recent post at Caitlin’s version of 
Pravda. 


Israel Accuses The ICJ Of (You Guessed It... 

CAITLIN JOHNSTONE 

JAN 26 

Listen to a reading of this article (reading by Tim Foley): The 
International Court of Justice rejected Israel's request to dismiss the 
genocide case brought against it by South Africa on Friday, ruling by a 
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massive majority that the case shall proceed and instructing Israel to 
refrain from killing and harming Palestinians in the interim. 

Read — 
https://www.caitlinjohnst.one/p/israel-accuses-the-icj-of-you-guessed 


Sloan Bashinsky 

In fact, The World Court tossed South Africa a few animal crackers 
and cut the Gaza baby in half. 

While... 

More Countries Halt Aid to U.N. Agency Amid Claims Staff Involved in 
Israel Attack — The Wall Street Journal 

U.K., Finland, Italy join U.S., Australia and Canada in freezing funding 
for Palestinian refugee aid agency 


https://apple.news/A2LBisFuzTYqygSJDxw70vA 


russian_bot 

The countries you listed don't matter as they don't have sovereignty 
and are the US' (and hence Israel's) puppets. The "Wall Street 
Journal" rag doesn't matter even more. 

Why are you hanging out here, "Sloan"? Besides your having been 
invited by Caitlin, that is? 


Sloan Bashinsky 

One of the countries is Caitlin’s country, Australia. 

Interesting, though, you did not dispute UN workers took part in the 
Oct 7 raid. | wonder how that news sits with Israel mood to allow UN 
relief into Gaza. 


russian_bot 


| don't recall Caitlin bring up her country as a beacon of independence 
or democracy. 
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And would | be the one to claim or dispute as a fact re any ongoing 
conflict? No, I'm not that stupid. I'll leave that to the 
gullible/manipulative likes of you, "Sloan" ;-) 


Sloan Bashinsky 
Well, from a far great distance, Caitlin’s been pounding Joe Biden and 
America, so let’s see if she pounds her own country? 


russian_bot: 
As a service for my dear friend "Sloan”: 
https://www.caitlinjohnst.one/archive?sort=search&search=Australia 


| especially like this title: "Australia Isn't A Nation, It's A US Military 
Base With Kangaroos”: 


https://www.caitlinjohnst.one/p/australia-isnt-a-nation-its-a-us 


Sloan Bashinsky 

Good for her! But | wonder when she will pound Australia about 
supporting Israel and opposing the UN, which seems to be serving shit 
sandwiches in Gaza? 


russian_bot 

The night is young, "Sloan". She's not under your command, even if 
Australia is under the US’. 

To add to your disliking of the UN see how it helps facilitate the 
movements of migrants into the US. The latest Kim Iversen: "It's An 
Invasion. 100%" The Border Crisis Is MUCH Worse Than You Think | 
Chris Martenson’s Trip To The Darien Gap 

"It's An Invasion. 100%" The Border Crisis Is MUCH Worse Than You 
Think ... 

Chris Martenson, PhD (Duke), MBA (Cornell) is an economic 
researcher and futurist specializing in energy and res... 
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https://rumble.com/v49f9g8-its-an-invasion.-100-the-border-crisis-is-m 
uch-worse-than-you-think-chris-m.html 


Sloan Bashinsky 

| figured, if Caitlin subscribed to my Substack, she had read some of 
what | publish there and she liked it, and then she invited me to 
subscribe to her Substack, because she wanted me to read her stuff 
and join in the discussion. 


| don’t dislike the UN, but it seems to have shat and sat in it in Gaza, 
while Israel is being slammed for interfering with UN relief in Gaza, 
and now Caitlin’s own country is in league with Joe Biden and 
America. Kinda reminds me of a Stephen King thriller, and | really do 
hope to see Caitlin tear into Australia and the UN as much as she 
tears into President Biden and America. | need help with the latter, 
thank you :-) 


| cannot abide Trump, and of late, because Biden did not abandon 
Israel, | cannot abide him, either. | belong to no political party (cult). 


Regarding the southern border of America, it is my view that Biden 
should bring the US Military home to peacefully as possible defend the 
southern border, and Biden should stop all products and labor coming 
into America from Mexico, and stop Americans from going to Mexico, 
and stop private money transfers from people in America to people 
Mexico, until Mexico stops the invasion through and from it to America. 


And, Biden should put soldiers in American schools to defend them 
from domestic National Rifle Association/US Supreme Court-enabled 
domestic terrorists. 
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Rumble is a right-wing version of YouTube. MAGAs love it. | heard 
Rumble allowed so much violent speech that it got run out of Canada 
and now is operating from the Bahamas. 


I'll get back to Rumble further along, 


A friend does the tech work for a podcast where he is heard but not 
seen , whereas | am seen and heard. Our last published episode 
about a month ago re America having become a nation of death 
threats, if you piss off Trump, did not clear YouTube's filter, so far, but 
my friend seeded that episode into the Torrent system, where we also 
seed the podcast, and it so far that episode got about 330,000 
complete watches worldwide. 


My friend just happened to visit Rumble and saw that a number of 
Rumble clients found that podcast episode cut clips out of it and 
posted the clips on their Rumble channels, and they laughed at and 
cut up my friend and me. Rumble took it all down, because of death 
threats against us. | told my friend that maybe Rumble also didn’t want 
its clients hearing what we said in that podcast. 


Because of my friend's political activism where he grew up, contracts 
were taken out on his life, and then bad men tried to kill him and left 
him for dead, and after he recovered from that, he created his own 
safe house somewhere else and took his computers, tech stuff and his 
guns with him, and we still do podcasts from time to time. We did one 
last night, in which | painted bullseyes all over me. 


About 2 months ago, we did a podcast, couched as a law school exam 
question and answer, on Amendment 14, Section 3, bars Trump from 
holding public office again, A satellite radio station in Denver, Colorado 
found that episode and had a federal judge discuss it on the air with 
the radio station’s host. The Judge tore me up, but he admitted Joe 
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Biden should have brought the 14/3 lawsuit, which was what the 
podcast was about. 


Th at podcast went viral in Colorado, and the radio station was 
inundated with death threats and lost its insurance bonding company 
and went off the air. The Colorado Supreme Court then ruled 14/3 
barred Trump from being on the Colorado ballot. The court was 
inundated with death threats. The U.S. Supreme Court agreed to hear 
the Colorado appeal. The 7 SCOTUS justices know, if they side with 
the Colorado decision, they will be inundated with death threats. 


Our podcast was banned in Russia, Belarus, Red China and half of 
India, before my tech friend started seeding it into the Torrent 
universes, where Big Brother doesn’t have much sway. 


Long before we started doing podcasts, | was a very active blogger 
and political activist where | then lived in America. | pissed off a lot of 
people, So brave heart hiding behind a fake name, you are at the end 
of a v-er-y I-o-n-g line of people, who don't like me :-), and if you still 
have a problem with me showing up here, you should blame Caitlin for 
inviting me here, Knowing who she had invited :-) 


russian_bot 

Wow, a long one, "Sloan", but | managed to read it! 

First off, I'm not after you physically, but | enjoy poking at your vanity 
which you've put on full display with this your comment - great job! 
Stay safe, you don't want to end up like your friend, | don't wish 
physical harm to anybody. 

As to your rumble-phobia, | assume you didn't go to Kim's episode. 
She has YouTube too but that one censors much of her stuff so just 
puts clips of her full shows. There's a short one re the rumble's 
episode | mentioned here: 


https://youtu.be/tCdukJdOdoE. 
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| haven't watched it so don't know how fully it reflects the complete 
one. If you become curious then | suggest go to rumble for just that 
one time - you won't be assassinated. 

Podcast banned in Russia? How, where? l'm surprised somebody 
bans podcasts in Russia. Let me know details and I'll let you know it's 
bullshit ;) 


Anyway, "Sloan" - I've posted a comment on Caitlin's latest mentioning 
you. Get over there and start responding. Besides me I'm sure a few 
more folks appreciate the humor as you're a funny guy: 


https://www.caitlinjohnst.one/p/commemorating-a-past-holocaust-while 
/comments 


Sloan Bashinsky 

It never occurred to me that you were gunning for me physically. But 
be my guest, | wake up each morning wondering why I’m still here? 
Then, | craw out of bed and greet the day and what it brings. At 81, I’m 
limited to what | can engage. The internet has replaced a lot of things | 
no longer can do :-) 


| have no Rumble phobia, | applied for membership and got no reply. 
We investigated seeding our podcast there, and we did not meet their 
right wing criteria. Companies like Youtube, Rumble, Spotify, 
Facebook, X, have to deal with national governments, and it was the 
governments of those countries that blocked us. 


That was when we first started podcasting, on Spotify, audio only, but 
after Joe Rogan did his racist stuff, Spotify required all of its clients to 
present written scripts, to be adhered to, except, it seemed, for Rogan. 
We didn't do scripts, it ain’t in us, so we didn’t do podcasts for a while. 
My friend tried to move to another country and that didn’t work out. 
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Then, we started using YouTube, and then he learned about Torrent, 
and we started using it, too. We found people who use Torrent are far 
more interested in something fresh, different, especially if it’s free :-). 


The odd thing is, | agree with nearly everything Caitlin writes on her 
Substack, except she missed the entire point of the October 7 attack, 
as did Chris Hedges, which | think its truly tragic, because Caitlin and 
Chris have a lot of readers, and, so far, | have only met one person at 
Caitlin’s place, who saw that Hamas got the response it wanted from 
Israel, and, so strange, he and | attended the same elementary school, 
and we did not cross paths again for 70 years, online. He lives in the 
Caribbean. 


russian_bot 
| don't think you have to have an account on rumble to watch videos. 
Have you tried to click on the Kim's link | gave you? 


Sloan Bashinsky 

| opened that link, | could watch the video, but to sign in to comment 
and get the same shit back | get from you, | have to sign in, and to 
sign in, | have to have an account, which Rumble declined to give me. 
Maybe | should contact the ACLU? :-) 


russian_bot 

To comment you need an account, true. But what does it have to do 
with "getting shit back | get from you"? You can throw your own shit at 
me here, no need to have an account at Rumble. Besides, | don't 
comment there and you wouldn't know what | am there anyway. 
"Sloan" doesn't fail to entertain! 


Sloan Bashinsky 
Got over yourself, Rumble ain’t about you. 
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| think you missed the point. Why would | watch the right wing shit 
Rumble offers, if | could not poke it with a sharp stick, even an electric 
sharp stick? :-) 


russian_bot 
That's right, forgot about your vanity. You think somebody cares what 
you think. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

Heh, if nobody cared what | think, such as yourself, they wouldn't give 
me the time of day at Caitlin’s place, they wouldn't threaten my life at 
Rumble,.or a radio station’s employees lives. They wouldn't watch our 
podcast at 200,000 plus complete watches an episode, or read my 
books at the free internet library, archive.org, in far greater numbers 
than my early books published by a New York publishing house, when 
| was winding down my law practice and was widely interviewed my 
American radio and television and printed media, and reviled by the 
residential real estate industry and the legal profession, which my 
books had poked and laid bare. Back then, | had no clue that | was 
headed into a searing course in mirrors looking at the endless beams 
in my own eyes, forced upon me by beings from another realm, who 
have tried to help humanity since it began. Tried. 


Meanwhile, in my online news this morning are various articles re the 
UN fired a bunch of its employees involved in the Oct 7 attack and 
opened criminal investigations. So far, | see no mention of that by 
Caitlin or Chris Hedges, whom | also read daily. They, you, their other 
readers missed the entire point of Oct 7, but The World Court did not 
miss it, and that’s why they didn’t deliver what Caitlin and Hedges’s 
and their many readers wanted delivered. 


| have a theory for why Caitlin, Hedges, and their fans cannot see 
what Oct 7 is all about. Deep down inside, they are deeply wounded 
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little children, who unconsciously identify with the people of Gaza, as if 
they are the people of Gaza, and for that reason, they cannot blame 
Hamas for provoking Israel to precisely what Hamas wanted Israel to 
do. They cannot believe Hamas wanted all of then killed by the IDF, 
and Gaza leveled by the IDF, so that the entire world would turn 
against Israel, but The World Court didn’t buy it, and now the UN is 
complicit in the Oct 7 attack, and that is the UN's worst nightmare 
come true. Stephen King, stand up and take a bow. 


| went to Caitlin’s more recent post, as requested by russian_bot, and 
found: 


https://www.caitlinjohnst.one/p/commemorating-a-past-holocaust-while 
/comments 


Russian_bot 

"There ought to be a limit on how many lies you can get caught 
circulating before the entire political/media class just starts laughing at 
you whenever you make any claim about anything." 

No such limits exist for guys like "Sloan Bashinsky", of the "I was 
invited by Caitlin" fame. He just sqealed about this particular topic on 
Caitlin's previous post. 

"Sloan", you've been heard - release the hounds! 


Sloan Bashinsky 

You invited me here from Caitlin’s previous post, after you brought up 
there, again, that | was invited by Caitlin to subscribe to her newsletter, 
after she had subscribed to my Substack, so having read some of my 
stuff, she had to know who she was inviting to her stuff, so once again, 
if you have a problem with what | say here, unleash your hounds on 
Caitlin :-). 
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Unlike Caitlin and you and the rest of the people whose comments 
about the destruction of Gaza by Israel’s IDF for quite a while now, the 
Court understood Hamas tried to provoke Israel to do the very things it 
did in Gaza, while Hamas hid behind and beneath unarmed civilians, 
to try to turn the world against Israel, and that’s why the Court cut the 
Gaza baby in half, and told Israel to investigate its IDF committing 
genocide and told Hamas to release its October 7 hostages. 


I’m a lawyer, who has been in court trying cases before judges and 
juries. | can read legal opinions and understand what a court is saying 
in its opinions. The Court tossed South Africa a few animal crackers 
and cut the Gaza baby In half. The next day, news broke that UN 
workers in Gaza had participated in the October 7 attack, which left 
the UN with shit all over its face, and how do you think Israel feels 
about anything that comes out of the UN’s mouth now? 


| told you yesterday, and | say it here again, | have agreed with nearly 
everything Caitlin wrote about Israel, and about President Biden and 
America helping Israel destroy Gaza. Where | have consistently 
disagreed is, Caitlin and you and the rest of the people here have yet 
to grasp what Hamas pulled off in plain view, which Caitlin and Chris 
Hedges and their readers did not see or did not want to see, and either 
way, Hamas is grateful for their support against Israel, President Biden 
and America. 


| also | told you yesterday that | have a theory for why Caitlin, Hedges, 
and their fans cannot see what Oct 7 is all about. Deep down inside, 
they are deeply wounded little children, who unconsciously identify 
with the people of Gaza, as if they are the people of Gaza, and for that 
reason they cannot blame Hamas for provoking Israel to do precisely 
what Hamas wanted Israel to do. They cannot believe Hamas wanted 
all of those Gaza civilians killed by the IDF, and Gaza leveled by the 
IDF, so the entire world would turn against Israel, but The World Court 
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didn’t buy it. And now the UN is complicit in the Oct 7 attack, and that 
is the UN's worst nightmare come true. Stephen King, stand up and 
take a bow. 


russian_bot 

Given your Stephen King infatuation - enjoy his talking to "President 
Zelensky". What a stupid fuck your idol is :-) 

https://youtu.be/7 DmhpKerVq0 


Sloan Bashinsky 

I’m no fan of King, who writes ongoing about the horrors in his own 
psyche. Nor am | a fan of Zelensky. However, | think he is a tad less 
threatening to humanity than the fellow you seem to like, Vladimir 
Putin. 


russian_bot 

Awesome job, "Sloan" - indeed | did invite you and feel obligated to 
respond. Although | have to reprimand you for your tardiness as l'm 
sure Caitlin's about to come up with another post and this exchange 
will be more like wasted than not. 

As to your UN bashing - it deserves, and has for a while, more than 
that. For the benefit of commenters I'll post a link here to the Kim 
lversen's show documenting what the UN does to facilitate the 
"migration" into the US. Obviously, it doesn't do it free of charge, 
somebody's paying for it: 


https://rumble.com/v49f9g8-its-an-invasion.-100-the-border-crisis-is-m 
uch-worse-than-you-think-chris-m.html 


Hence, "Sloan", if indeed the UN was involved in Oct 7 that was not 
done out of altruism. You, being a lawyer, should be a cynical SOB, 
aren't you? 
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As to Hamas provoking Israel etc - of course, "Sloan"! Wake up. Read 
Ilan Pappe's book and then maybe you'll understand. 

Good luck, and stay up-to-date with Caitlin's posts. Your input is 
valuable in some ways - | can't quite come up with a definition, but I'm 
sure there is one. 

Stay safe! 


Sloan Bashinsky 

You talk in circles. | said the UN had shit on its face, which was, | 
suppose, altruistic on my part, because the UN should have been 
brought before the same Court with Hamas, as co-defendants for acts 
of terrorism on October 7. 

| don’t need to read anybody’s book to know Hamas got precisely the 
result it wanted the October 7 attack to produce, and maybe someday 
you, Caitlin, and her fans will admit Hamas and Israel are equal 
monsters :-), and equally responsible for the genocide in and the 
destruction of Gaza. 


russian_bot 
Nope, not equally. The timeline - hence the context - matters, "Sloan”. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

October 7 was a systems jump, a paradigm shift, which Hamas 
wanted, because it had admitted to itself that it could not beat Israel 
militarily, so Hamas set out to provoke Israel to destroy Gaza, trying to 
destroy Hamas. In Allah’s Court, In Yawheh’s Court, in God’s Court, 
both Hamas and Israel are equally guilty of destroying Gaza after the 
October 7 attack. So, file your argument and appeal in those Courts, 
because The World Court cannot do anything about what Israel and 
Hamas are doing :-) 


russian_bot 
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| don't like anybody, "Sloan", including you. | look at things strictly 
based on facts and historical context. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

So do l, and | like a lot of people :-). 

If you want to drag history into this, go back to Abraham and his sons 
Ishmael, from whose bloodline became Mohammed, and Issac, from 

whose bloodline came Moses and Jesus. 

As long as the state of Israel exists in Palestine, there will be trouble 

there. Islam, Israel and Christendom will see to it :-). 


russian_bot 

See, you have to read historians who researched the stuff, had access 
to archives, quote numerous references. Like Ilan Pappe. Your 
particular musings don't impress me at all. 


Sloan Bashinsky 
Heh, then why do you spend so much time trying to impress me that 
my musings don’t impress you? :-) 


russian-bot 
You're a funny guy, "Sloan", and I'm very much Into human character 


studies. | can't stop being amused by the species. 


Sloan Bashinsky 
You swam around and swallowed your tail :-) 


russian_bot 
Think of a better bait ;-) 


Sloan Bashinsky 
I’m headed elsewhere. 
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russian_bot 
Stay safe! Watch for those righties. They might be wearing rumble 
t-shirts. 


Sloan Bashinsky 


True, and they might be wearing MGA, Biden, Israel, Putin, Caitlin or 
Hedges T-shirts. 
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For the old who are tired of living and the young who want to die... 


If | were president, | would try to make things easier for ailing elders and 
kids who see no reason to keep on living. 


In my Facebook feed yesterday: 
Porter Scott - 


A lovely humanistic tradition... 
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Tata Mundele 
October 30, 2023 


“In Sardinia, the use of the "femina agabbadora hammer" was a 
women's practice. Whenever an elderly man or woman of a given 
family was dying and in great pain, the family would call for the 
Accabadora or Lady of the Good Death. She would usually be a widow 
dressed entirely in black, who likely inherited her role from her own 
mother or grandmother. 

The title Accabadora means "She is the One Who Ends." She arrives 
with a large hammer of carved olive wood wrapped in heavy wool, and 
is left alone with the individual who may yet be screaming in agony 
and terror. 

A witness testimonial of the practice translates: "It was dark. The room 
was illuminated by a single wick in mastic oil. The Accabadora entered 
the house -- the door had been left open for her. She passed no one 
as she enters her patient's room at at the bedside. 
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"She caressed the face of the dying person, chanted the rosary, sang 
one of the many lullabies usually sung to children. Finally she raised 
her hammer wrapped in thick, black wool, and gave a quick sharp 
blow on the skull. 

"She then left the bludgeoned patient in quiet peace, and our family 
blessed and thanked and paid her for her good work as she was 
leaving. It is a hard job. The Accabadora may herself be feeble, and is 
often a friend of the ailing individual. So you must always respect her. 
"We do not consider her a murderer. In our village she is known as 
compassionate, a holy assistant in fulfilling the final destiny. Her act is 
loving and benevolent. She is our Last Mother." 

Though usually done with a hammer, each Accabadora may have her 
own technique, including smothering with a pillow, or climbing atop the 
sufferer to wrap her legs around the neck to squeeze the throat 
closed. 

The last recorded Accabadoras went about their missions of 
euthanasia in 1929 in Luras and in 1952 in Orgosolo. But a recent 
work of fiction about the life of a modern Agabbadora alleges that the 
ancient practice still exists in rural parts of Sardinia, where there are 
no physicians or any other help for the suffering.” 


Photo: An Accabadora ready to serve, though her hammer is 
considerably larger than would be used by a real Accabadora . Inset: 
An actual femina accabadora hammer in a Sardinian museum. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

Bring back the accabadoras. 

Beloved ailing pets get put down by animal doctors, beloved ailing 
humans are forced to live as long as possible, no matter how much it 
cost$. 


In my Substack feed yesterday: 


To the Young Who Want to Die 
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By: Gwendolyn Brooks 


POETIC OUTLAWS 
JAN 30, 2024 


Sit down. Inhale. Exhale. 

The gun will wait. The lake will wait. 

The tall gall in the small seductive vial 

will wait will wait: 

will wait a week: will wait through April. 

You do not have to die this certain day. 

Death will abide, will pamper your postponement. 
| assure you death will wait. Death has 

a lot of time. Death can 

attend to you tomorrow. Or next week. Death is 
just down the street; is most obliging neighbor; 
can meet you any moment. 


You need not die today. 
Stay here--through pout or pain or peskyness. 
Stay here. See what the news is going to be tomorrow. 


Graves grow no green that you can use. 
Remember, green's your color. You are Spring. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

Sloan's Newsletter 

Apologies, Eric, that’s a really splendid piece of writing, but I’m gonna 
demure, and if it’s out of bounds, please toss it into a landfill. 

As for miserable kids who kill themselves, who can say it was wrong, 
who can know what it was like for them, who was not living in their 
skins? Who can know how it would have gone for those kids if they 
had not killed themselves? Would they have lived in a hell we cannot 
begin to imagine? Is it their sorrow, or ours, that we cannot abide, 
when they kill themselves? 
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| threw a baseball left-handed and a football right-handed, and batted 
right-handed and kicked right-footed, and dribbled and shot baskets 
with both hands. | was a bit cross-wired, but was pretty good and got 
an award for being the best basketball player in the 8th grade (before 
there were junior high schools). 

Alas, | utterly missed that really important right of passage, when the 
season to reach puberty came and went, and | grew more desperate, 
feeling like a freak of nature. No way would | undress in the boys 
locker room. 

My high school’s sports coach tried to talk me into playing basketball, 
and | shriveled like a boiled daffodil and could only shake my head. 

| grew more and more desperate, mortified to speak to anyone about 
it. | am pretty sure | was insane. Although | never thought of killing 
myself, | felt doomed. 

A few months after turning 16, | entered puberty. All of a sudden, | was 
very interested in girls. But when | tried my hand at the sports in which 
| had excelled, | had lost my edge, my tone. | no longer could throw or 
punt a beautiful 40-yard spiral, or dropkick a 30 yard field goal. | had 
lost my touch catching passes, and sinking basketballs from 
anywhere. | could not even hit a softball with a bat, which | had been 
pretty good at when | was a Little League pitcher and first baseman, 
and could catch anything hit my way. 

| was left playing golf, right-handed, which was my father’s sport. He 
could have been a pro, but chose business instead. He told me that | 
needed to learn how to play golf, because all business deals are made 
on the golf course. 

| became pretty good, won the Birmingham Country Club Junior 
championship when I was 16. Then, | developed a hitch my swing an 
dcouldn’t feel the clubhead in by backswing, and over time the game 
that is the X-ray of the soul, if you don’t believe it, you don’t know the 
first fucking thing about golf, made me feel like | had not reached 
puberty, but | never thought of killing myself. 

My solace all along was fishing, which my mother knew | had to do, or 
| would die. My father did not fish, so my mother got other men to take 
me fishing. She wanted me to be a priest, but did not understand that 
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lakes were my church, the fish were angels, and when they had taught 
me how to fish, they would send me forth to fish. 

Things came, and went, some of which were very painful, but most 
awful was years of premature ejaculations, the inverted hell of not 
reaching puberty on time, and | did not think of killing myself. 

When that passed and my dick worked just fine in the romance arena, 
my first child, a boy, died of sudden infant death syndrome my senior 
year in law school, and | was in hell, but | did not think of killing myself. 
About 18 months later, my G.I. tract went haywire, permanently, in one 
day’s time, and medicine had no answer, and | was in hell, but did not 
think of killing myself. 

My marriage failed, not gracefully, and | was in hell, but did not think of 
killing myself. 

Being a lawyer came and went, not gracefully, and that was hell, but | 
never thought of killing myself. 

Writing three dang good books for people who bought and sold homes 
and used lawyers, insider knowledge, consumer protection stuff, 
published in New York and widely exposed in local, regional and 
national news media, but the publisher did not get the books into 
bookstores, and that was hell, but | didn’t became a great capitalist like 
my father and his father, didn’t cause me to want to kill myself. 

Then, | unwittingly became a mystic, and then a poet, and then the 
dark night of the soul came, and | thought plenty then about killing 
myself. It lifted on its own after four years, as it had come on its own. 
The black night of the soul came two years later, in two days’ time. 
That black hole made the dark night seem like a cakewalk, and | 
plotted my demise every day for 16 months, and then it began to lift, 
and | started looking forward to being alive, again. 

Becoming estranged from my father and my brother and my children 
and their families was hell, but it didn’t cause me to want to kill myself. 
Becoming blocked from earning a living wage was hell, but it did not 
cause me to want to kill myself. 

Living in ways John Kerouac could never possibly imagine, was hell. 
Broke, penniless, sleeping in doorways, on sidewalks, in backyards, 
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on beaches, on park benches, in shelters, in tents, in spare rooms, in 
vehicles, for years, | never thought of killing myself. 

Then came an inheritance from my father and a breather, and then 
came a couple of more years of living wild, and | never thought of 
killing myself. 

My bisexual in the closet younger brother killed himself and tried to 
make it look like murder, because someone was threatening to out him 
and there was nothing he could do to stop it. It fell on me to explain 
that to those who would listen, and to those who would not and still 
today think he was murdered. 

Running out of money again and living on the homeless edge for a 
couple of more years did not cause me to want to kill myself. 

My daughters and | reconciled and that was wonderful. 

A small inheritance from my father got me off the homeless rolls. 
During the covid lock down, my father’s main estate settled, and | 
figured he was paying me a living wage. 

By then, other parts of my body were behaving differently from their 
original design, and | started wishing | would not wake up in the 
morning. 

| wondered continually why old, ailing, beloved pets are put down by 
animal doctors, but old, ailing people are required by their loved ones 
and doctors and laws to suffer as long as possible, regardless of how 
much it cost$? 

That’s when | realized | was fucked, and | figured | was not alone by 
any means, but maybe it was rare for anyone to just come out and say 
it where someone else might hear or read it. 

| shared my sentiments with a retired veterinarian friend, who had 
taught many years at Auburn University’s vet school. He said he 
understood completely, but he was retired and could not help me when 
| felt it was time for me to be put down, and that’s when | knew | was 
fucked again. 

So, | go to bed each night hoping the mother ship will come fetch me, 
and | wake up each morning wondering why | am still here, and then | 
thank God, or whatever inspired the internet, which gives me plenty to 
do with my ten fingers and a laptop, which | could not possibly have 


230 


imagined when | entered highschool and my father said he thought | 
should take a typing course, because being able to type had proven 
very valuable to him. 

In the middle of my life, | became a writer, then | became a novelist 
and a poet, writing far way out of any box | had ever seen or heard 
about. 

And then | learned about blogging, and that became a cosmic milky 
way for me. 

And then came more stranger than fiction books and novels even 
stranger than the early novels. 

And then came free podcasting and the free internet library, 
archive.com, and, dang if people weren’t reading and watching my 
looney ass all over the world, and when | croak my droppings will still 
be around for who the hell knows how long? 

Not eternal life, but then, maybe the internet replaced God for much of 
humanity ©. 

| ain’t no James Joyce, and this loopy portrait of a young man with no 
artistic leanings whatsoever, which all changed, and somewhere along 
the line, actually the spring of 1994, when this naughty lady of shady 
lane wiggled her way up out of him one word at a time and his 
ex-lawyer pen could not but obey its jealous mistress. 


He feels deep beauty in the dark pool from which his writings 
flow, she clings to him like fine silk, precious oil, she feels solid, 
compressed, like... a black pearl, growing every larger from 
inside out, with each stroke of his pen, pushing her precious 
waters over her banks into his dreams and life. 


It was many years after my son died that | realized his mission was 
complete, he had done his loving vicious best to blast irreparably to 
smithereens the sacred hardened in concrete molds my parents and 
their parents and | had built to contain me. 

The first clue, though, was in the spring of 1994, when this bolt of love 
lightning arrived: 
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Only fools rush in 

where angels fear to tread, 
but if there were no fools, 
who'd lead the angels? 


For a couple of weeks, | felt something huge and wonderful wiggling 
and squeezing its way into me. Often | wept, and then one day | heard, 
“This thing coming into you is your angel twin, and it will live out your 
life with you.” 

Tears welled in my eyes and heart. 

Then, | heard, “By the way, this is your son.” 

My knees buckled, and | nearly fell to the ground. 

I've had a remarkably rich, adventuresome life, and while getting older 
and more feeble really sucks, and | keep wondering why I’m still here, 
| get up each morning and type something. 
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Thank you Donald Trump for making America dangerous to disagree with 
you 


It is said a picture is worth a thousand words. 
In the law is the doctrine of res ipsa loquitur: The thing speaks for itself. 


Oceans of white people. 


Charlottesville, Virginia Confederate monument removal protest 
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January 6, 2020 peace demonstration 
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A while back, | wrote a law school exam question and answer: Discuss 
the relevance, if any, of Amendment 14, Section 3, today. 
U.S. Constitution Amendment 14, Section 3 
No person shall be a Senator or Representative in Congress, or 
elector of President and Vice-President, or hold any office, civil or 
military, under the United States, or under any State, who, having 
previously taken an oath, as a member of Congress, or as an 
officer of the United States, or as a member of any State legislature, 
or as an executive or judicial officer of any State, to support the 
Constitution of the United States, shall have engaged in 
insurrection or rebellion against the same, or given aid or comfort 
to the enemies thereof. But Congress may by a vote of two-thirds of 
each House, remove such disability. 
My tech buddy Bob put that exam question and answer at the free 
internet library, archive.arg. 


https://archive.org/details/amendment-14-section-3-law-school-exam 
We then did a podgast about it. 


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ool2d7q6hag 
Amendment 14 Section 3 Law 
School Exam Question Not for Faint of Heart 


A satellite radio station host in Denver, Colorado read the law school 
exam question and answer and watched the podcast, and interviewed a 
Republican federal judge on the air about the exam question and answer 
and the podcast. The judge ridiculed me and said Trump had blacks in his 
cabinet. The host asked, what about the thing speaks for itself? The judge 
finally said such a lawsuit should have been brought by President Biden, 
which was the point of the law school exam question and answer. 

The podcast went viral in Colorado, and the radio station received a lot 
of death threats, and its insurance bonding company cancelled its 
coverage, and the station went off the air. 
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The Colorado Supreme Court then ruled Trump had engaged in 
resurrection and Amendment 14, Section 3 barred Trump from being on the 
Colorado ballot, and the court received a lot of death threats. 

Maine’s Secretary of State then received death threats after ruling 
Amendment 14, Section 3 barred Trump from being on the Maine ballot. 

The judges presiding over civil lawsuits against Trump in New York 
received death threats. 

The U.S. Supreme Court agreed to hear Trump’s appeal from the 
Colorado decision, and the nine Justices know, if they rule Amendment 14, 
Section bars Trump from being president of the United States, they will 
receive death threats. 

Down below are the links to the two most recent episodes of The 
Redneck Mystic Lawyer Podcast. The first episode was done in late 
December, and the second was done within the past week. By the time my 
tech friend Bob and | did the second episode, the first had 316, 000 
complete watches in the Torrent system. We were delayed receiving 
YouTube links, because YouTube was flooded with uploads about the war 
in Gaza. 

Some Rumble users found the first episode and cut clips out of it and put 
the clips on Rumble and made fun of Bob and me until we started getting 
death threats in comments under those clips, and Rumble took down the 
clips. 

Based on what I read in Wikipedia and elsewhere online this morning, 
Rumble is a very conservative competitor of YouTube, and Donald Trump’s 
Truth Social uses Rumble’s platform and cloud. 

Trump requires total loyalty. 

As did Adolph Hitler. 
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Art Work, Soul Work, The Work and Cults, and the great pussy grabbers 
G.I. Gurdjieff and Donald Trump 


During the latter half of my 81-plus years, | read about and met and got 
to know a lot of people who had a spiritual teacher, or guru, which | have 
written about elsewhere from time to time. 
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My first encounter with such people occurred in the early 1980s, when | 
was moving toward winding down my law practice in Birmingham, 
Alabama. The spiritual teacher, or the guru, of those people, G.I. Gurdjieff, 
had died some years prior, and they were following him via his writings and 
whatever they were able to discover by reading elsewhere. Their leader 
was a physician perhaps around my father’s age. The called their spiritual 
endeavor “The Work,” which | later learned is what the grinding spiritual 
climb is called in other spiritual traditions. 


| attended a number of their meetings, and eventually a man from a 
Gurdjieff community in New York City came to Birmingham and started a 
second Gurdjieff group, and | attended a number of their meetings. | was 
quite intrigued by Gurdjieff, but | found it difficult fitting into the two 
Birmingham groups, which seemed to me to be religious cults. 


| closed my law practice and moved to Santa Fe, New Mexico, to attend a 
natural healing and massage school. hoping that would turn my life around. 
It was a terrific experience, | met a lot of new, very interesting people, who 
were on their own spiritual journeys, but it did not turn my life around. 


So, one morning, feeling like | had failed in every way a man could fail, | 
prayed, “Dear God, | do not wish to die like this, failed.” | paused, added, “l 
offer my life to human service.” | felt something emotional inside of me, and 
then went on about my day. 


About ten days later, | woke up in the wee hours, maybe 2 a.m., and saw 
two white-ish etheric beings shaped like shifts hovering above me in the 
darkness. | heard, “This will push you to your limits, but you asked for it and 
We are going to give it to you.” | saw a white flash and was jolted physically 
and otherwise by something electrical, which happened two more times, 
about 5 seconds total, and the beings faded away, and | was shaking and 
sweating. 


The changes began slowly, and about that and where all it went | wrote 
about elsewhere, now told in posts at this and other blogs, and in quite a 
few books at the free internet library, archive.org. 
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Today, | will discuss Mr. Gurdjieff, who was a very different pussy 
grabber cult leader than, say, the make America great pussy grabber 
Donald Trump, who, | imagine, wouldn’t be interested in Mr. Gurdjieff at all 
:-), but perhaps this post might interest Americans who worship him who 
would be king, if some day they decide belonging to a cult is not really the 
best thing they can do for their soul. 


| could say the same for people who worship Sleepy Joe Genocide 
Biden :-). 


And, | could say the same for people who think they were saved by 
Jesus, simply because someone or a book told them they were saved by 


him, even though they don’t behave much like he behaved in the Gospels. 


In Poetic Outlaws today. 


Lost Art 
By: G. |. Gurdjieff 


POETIC OUTLAWS 
FEB 2, 2024 


“Ancient art has a specific inner content. At one time, art possessed 
the same purpose that books do in our day, namely: to preserve and 
transmit knowledge. In olden days, people did not write books, they 
incorporated their knowledge into works of art. We would find a great 
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many ideas in the works of ancient art passed down to us, if only we 
knew how to read them.” 
—G. |. Gurdjieff 


G. |. Gurdjieff (1866—1949) was a mystic, spiritual teacher, and 
philosopher who developed a unique system of self-transformation 
that reconciled the great mystical and spiritual traditions. It was known 
as the "Fourth Way”. 

Gurdjieff's life and teachings are shrouded in mystery and ambiguity, 
and he deliberately maintained a certain level of secrecy about his 
background. 


Gurdjieff's teachings embody a wide range of ideas and concepts, 
from Self-observation and Self-awareness to the notion of different 
levels or centers of consciousness within each of us. 


Ultimately, he believed most people live their lives in a state of 
mechanicalness, reacting to external stimuli without true awareness of 
who they are. But he also believed in the power of art and sacred 
dance as potential tools for inner transformation and awakening higher 
states of consciousness. 


He once said: “Without self-knowledge, without understanding the 
working and functions of his machine, man cannot be free, he cannot 
govern himself and he will always remain a slave... 


"Awakening is possible only for those who seek it and want it, for those 
who are ready to struggle with themselves and work on themselves for 


a very long time and very persistently in order to attain it.” 


The following is a passage from "Views from the Real World" — a 
collection of his talks and writings first published in 1975. 


THE KEYS TO ALL THE ANCIENT ARTS ARE LOST, were lost many 
centuries ago. 
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And therefore there is no longer a sacred art embodying laws of the 
Great Knowledge, and so serving to influence the instincts of the 
multitude. 


There are no creators today. 


The contemporary priests of art do not create but imitate. They run 
after beauty and likeness or what is called originality, without 
possessing even the necessary knowledge. Not knowing, and not 
being able to do anything, since they are groping in the dark, they are 
praised by the crowd, which places them on a pedestal. 


Sacred art vanished and left behind only the halo which surrounded its 
servants. All the current words about the divine spark, talent, genius, 
creation, sacred art, have no solid basis—they are anachronisms. 


What are these talents? We will talk about them on some suitable 
occasions. 


Either the shoemaker’s craft must be called art, or all contemporary art 
must be called craft. In what way is a shoemaker sewing fashionable 
custom shoes of beautiful design inferior to an artist who pursues the 
aim of imitation or originality? 


With knowledge, the sewing of shoes may be sacred art too, but 
without it, a priest of contemporary art is worse than a cobbler. 


Sloan BashinskySloan’s Newsletter 

In the early 1980s, as | wound down my law practice in 
Birmingham, Alabama, | hired a publicist to promote books | 
wrote for people who bought and sold homes and used lawyers. 
The books were not well received by real estate companies and 
lawyers. She told me about a Gurdjeff group she belonged to in 
Birmingham, and | started attending their meetings. | was by then 
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interested in the New Age and just about anything viewed as 
“esoteric spirituality”. 


The publicist said it was believed Gurdjieff was from Armenia, 
and he at one time had the ear of the Russian royal family and 
very much wanted them to get rid of their Russian orthodox 
priest, Rasputin. Later, Joseph Stalin was one of Gurdjieff’s pupils 
for a short while. 


The publicist got me to read the Russian P.D. Ouspensky’s book, 
IN SEARCH OF THE MIRACULOUS.” At one time. Ospensky 
and Gurdjieff had some dealings. 


Then, she got me to read Gurdjieff’s first book, MEETINGS WITH 
REMARKABLE MEN, in which Gurdjieff reveals a good bit about 
his early searching and how he eventually was invited to join a 
secret brotherhood, which had monasteries in out of the way 
place. There, Gurdjieff received his training in the basics of the 
brotherhood's knowledge and practices to recover their essence. 


In that book, Gurdjieff recounts being told by brothers who had 
been there a while of two very old men, hundreds of years old, 
who traveled between the brotherhoods’ monasteries, sharing 
what they knew. 


One of the elders was so eloquent in his speech that they 
swooned on his every word. The other elder’s speech was 
guttural and they could barely understand him. After the two 
elders left, the brothers discussed what they had learned and 
discovered they could not remember anything the eloquent elder 
had said, because he had spoken to them from his mind, but they 
remembered everything the other elder had said, because he had 
spoken to them from his being. 
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| didn’t stay with the Gurdjieff group, and not long after | moved to 
Santa Fe, New Mexico, to attend a massage and natural healing 
school, and to explore various spiritual movements that interested 
me. 


It was there that | had my first encounter with angels, who quickly 
impressed me to shed all the other stuff, because they had taken 

over. A few months later, | moved to Boulder, Colorado, where the 
angels began in earnest trying to help me recover my essence. 


| won't say more about that here, other than what happened in 
Santa Fe and in Boulder and later elsewhere is reported in quite a 
few books | wrote, which are free reads at the internet library 
archive.org. Three of the books are novels, the rest are stranger 
than fiction true stories:-). archivel.org 


In Boulder, | read Gurdjieff's second book, BEELZEBUB'S TALES 
TO HIS GRANDSON: ALL AND EVERYTHING, in which 
Beelzebub is Gurdjieff and his grandson is the reader, or 
Gurdjeiff’s students. Beelzebub recounts his own early goofs and 
growing ups, and stuff he learned along the way, some of which is 
quite interesting, such as, of all the great saints who had lived on 
Earth, the one whose teachings had he best chance of helping 
humanity was St.Jesus. When | mentioned that to my publicist 
friend, she looked like she had been stung by a wasp. 


Beelzebub described human beings as three brain beings, one 
brain was in the solar plexus, another was in the heart, and the 
third was in the head. And, it was for human beings to fully 
develop all three of their brains, to be their true essence. 


| then read Gurdjieff’s third book, LIFE IS REAL ONLY THEN, 
WHEN “I AM’, which he wrote as himself, candidly sharing events 
from his own life and work and of his students. He said he had 
hoped to teach by writing books, but he had found only his 
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students could understand his books. That book ended in 
mid-sentence, because he had died. 


Later, | stumbled across a book entitled ON A SPACESHIP WITH 
BEELZEBUB: BY A GRANDSON OF GURDJIEFF, by David 
Kherdian, a professional writer, who had belonged to a Gurdfiellf 
group in New YorK City, from which he eventually weaned and 
moved to Washinton state, as | recall, where he joined another 
Gurdjieff group, in which he participated a few years, before he 
decided he needed to leave it proceed on his own. 


For me, Kherdian’s book is the most important book about 
Gurdjieff, because it brutally describes the workings of Gurdjieff 
communities and the power the leaders of those groups have 
over the community members, and the extreme difficulty of 
members leaving and striking out on their own. | recommended 
Kehridan’s book to several people, who belonged to Gurdjieff 
groups, who were trying to leave and make their own way. It is 
very difficult for anyone in a cult to leave it. 


Much later, | met a woman whose grandfather [the physician] had 
run the Gurdjieff group | had run with for a while in Birmingham. 
She said it was well known that Gurdjieff impregnated a lot of his 
female students, who bore him children. | asked her why | had not 
been told that when | was involved in her grandfather’s group? 
She smiled, said, it’s not something they liked to discuss. 


| knew from LIFE IS ONLY REAL THEN, WHEN “I AM”, that 
Gurdjieff’s wife had gotten sick and died while he was far away 
doing something, and he was so distressed, because had he 
been with her, he could have used his power to save her. 


Cleveland McLemoreCleveland’s Substack 
As | recall Ouspensky expressed some remorse on his death for 
having devoted his entire life to this quest without much 
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resolution. | would surmise that much like Jung's path of 
transformation through individuation we might arrive at better 
understanding of what it might mean to be fully present in the 
moment. "When a summit of life is reached, when the bud unfolds 
and from the lesser the greater emerges, then, as Nietzsche 
says, 'One becomes Two,' and the greater figure, which one 
always was but which remained invisible, appears to the lesser 
personality with the force of a revelation... a moment of deadliest 
peril!" Jung. Yet even here his final formula on becoming whole 
slipped into alchemy. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

It indeed is alchemy, of the soul, and it is a process, which 
has no end for most people, although | have read accounts 
of people who got to a singularity event, where they were 
one with God by any name called, and that’s where they 
remained until it was time for them to leave their bodies. For 
the rest of us, it's get up each morning and deal with what's 
in front of us as best as we are able. In my case, | am 
assisted by angels, for which | take zero credit, nor do | take 
credit for the changes in me, other than | did not kill myself 
many times | wished | was dead, and even then maybe 
something stayed my hand :-). My take was Ouspensky 
searched for something magical, which would change him, 
and perhaps that does sometimes happen, but that’s not 
what Gurdjieff was about, nor Jesus, nor Rumi and his 
teacher, Shams, nor Kahlil Gibran, nor many others, some 
known today, most never heard of. One thing Gurdjieff 
taught, which seems the core of all spiritual paths, is not to 
react to what bugs us, and instead, simply sit in the 
discomfort, stew in it. This also is the method presented in A 
COURSE IN MIRACLES, which said to do that for a year 
and you emerge a new person. 


Cleveland McLemore 
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Point well taken, Caroline Myss speaks of spiritual madness, 
transpersonal psychology thrives on spiritual emergencies, 
every time we crack the code of our own conditioning to 
reveal the original self, where we come face to face with the 
eternity of our own liberation, we are faced with a conundrum 
as we are no longer tethered to the mundane, as Jung says 
"a moment of deadliest peril." And why is that? Gibran 
suggest that "When a man hears to call of his heart and the 
cry of his spirit, we say that such a one is possessed of a 
madness and we cleanse ourselves of him." because we no 
longer fit the mold that we were cast into from birth. If we are 
wise we heed the warnings and keep such revelations to 
ourselves, otherwise the life of such an unfortunate seeker 
will be made very unpleasant. That is only to be expected for 
senseless lack of discretion. "Wisdom stands on the street 
corner and calls to us above the multitude, but we deem her 
thing without worth and despise them that follow her." 
Gibran. And yet we don't break the mold of our conditioning 
without some serious incentive, as the Taoist say, "Learn to 
die before you die." When you've already lost everything, 
what more do you have to lose? 


Sloan Bashinsky 

Heh, | lost everything twice, if you mean money. | lived on 
the street and just off it for five years, and then did a second 
stint of two years. | lost plenty else, too. But perhaps the 
most important thing | lost, because | destroyed it, was my 
reputation, and then | could be free, because there was 
nothing left to protect :-). | read some of Myss’s writings, and 
| watched a video of her speaking to an audience. | thought 
she was facile at collecting various spiritual concepts and 
putting them in books, but | did not think she had lived the 
theories in the way that, say, Gibran, Rumi, Shams, Jesus, 
Lao Tsu, Buddha, or even Gurdjieff lived them. A chapter of 
my book, A Southern Lawyer Who Became a Mystic, at 
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archive.org, contains a psychic friend’s and my discussion of 
Myss. The psychic ws more impressed by Mysss, than me, 
who had somehow survived the dark night of the soul and 
the much worse black night of the soul described by San 
Juan de la Cruz in his commentaries, as presented in St. 
John of the Cross: Alchemist of the Soul, by the Spaniard 
poet Antonio T. de Nicholas. | take no credit for any of that, 
other than | did not kill myself during the black night, in which 
| was suicidal every day for 16 months. It arrived over 2 
days’ time, and it left over about 6 months' time. Then, the 
angels really went to work inside of me. That was in 1998. 
And they have not let up. but most of it became engaging the 
world as it engaged me. The internal work receded, except 
for dreams, which always are about something | am dealing 
with when I am so-called awake :-). Maybe some day | will 
get smart enough so that | don’t keep running off the rails at 
times and the angels spank me, and redirect me :-) 


Here is a link to a podcast, in which | discussed Gurdjieff and related 
stuff. 


https://youtu.be/yNuStz5xLhE 


Halloween- The Veil At Its Thinnest: A Discussion of Authors of 
Spiritual & Important Works 


About a week later: 


Cleveland McLemore 

It is curious, we all have our particular challenges in life, all 
upon the premise of being human. | am still new to this site, 
and have yet to figure out how to navigate conversations 
such as they are, although | must admit that it is not at all 
what | had expected more of a dead poets society. When | 
was looking more for a place of creative exchange and 
expression. Just now finding my way back here and noticed, 
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that this conversation does not appear to be a part of an on 
going thread. Not sure why that is. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

Eric quoted Gurdjieff re lost art. | know a good bit about 
Gurdjieff, who was a spiritual guru and still has a pretty wide 
following. Dead Poets Society is one of my favorite films. 
Eric mostly features poets who have left this life. | didn’t 
know | had poetry in me until 1991, when this came out of 
me and became the back jacket of a book | had written, 
Prisons & Freedom, which is a free read at the internet 
library, archive.org. 


"Living Poets” 


Dead poets are poets who never write 
Who obey shoulds and oughts 

Who live to please others 

Who value money over God 

Who die without ever having lived 

Death is their mark 

Dead poets are remembered by the living. 
Living poets are remembered by time 
Dead poets never sing their song 

Living poets never stop singing it 

The difference between the two is this: 
One worships fear, the other life 

To be a dead poet is hard 

It requires being someone else 

To be a living poet is easy 

It only means being myself 

One choice is hell, the other heaven 

That is what is meant by free will 

Then a whole lot of poetry came up out of me. 
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Sloan Bashinsky 

A truly lost art today is spiritual alchemy, called “The Work” in 
some circles, which was Gurdjieff’s life work. As happened 
with some gurus, past and present, Gurdjieff had sex with 
female disciples, which he skipped over telling in his books. 
My poetry is about spiritual alchemy, as | lived it, and still live 
it. Ditto, my books, non fiction and novels, some of which 
contain poetry. Free reads at archive.org. 


Cleveland McLemore 

My computer ate a large portion of my poetry files on the 
alchemical furnace as it is referenced in Taoist teachings. 
West meets East or so the expression goes. 


"The Tao of spiritual alchemy is none other than the Tao of 
the | Ching, the Tao of sages is none other than the Tao of 
immortals, and that the | Ching is not a book of divination but 
rather is the study of investigation of principles, fulfillment of 
nature, and arriving at the meaning of life." 


Liu I-ming 


"Although the words are very clear, yet they are also very 
vague. The shallow may take the | Ching to be a book of 
divination, but the profound consider it the secret of the 
celestial mechanism.” 


Lu Tung-pin 

In The Dark 

We can live in the dark 
without a spark 

And call this the light 

We can live all our life 

In obedience to ignorance 
and call this divine 
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We can worship our own 
intelligence and believe 
that what we achieve 

is worth the price 

Who is at the helm? 

We are a nation of fools 
In a world spun out of control 
In our bid for power 
Without honor or humility 
there is no impeccability 
We neglect the totality 

of the Self 


KK 


aw we mw 


Original natural reality 
fire that burns 

fire that heals 

Return of the real 

yin fire is restless 
yang fire is true 

when yin culminates 
yang is born 

light enters into the earth 
a companion comes 
reversing the path 
creative energy is born 


Sloan Bashinsky 
Very nice. 


| went looking for something and “accidentally” stumbled 
across this discourse during the covid pandemic, when | was 
using a different blog than what | now mostly use. | brought 
that old blog with me when | moved from Key West to 
Alabama in late 2018. 
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Diving deep into Jesus and Mary Magdalene might be 
hazardous to Christianity :-) 
https://afoolsworkneverends.blogspot.com/2021/12/diving-de 
ep-into-jesus-and-mary.html 


Interestingly, today, | published something about my time in 
Key West and the Florida Keys at the blog | now mostly use. 


Mystery reigns as the beatings continue until morale 
improves 
https://redneckmysticlawyerforpresident.blogspot.com/2024/ 
02/the-beatings-will-continue-until-morale.html 


| was looking for something | had posted about the Tao, sort 
of. Here it is: 


Apocalypse: the destruction of humanity’s South Pole, Eve 


https://tinykingdomblacksheep.blogspot.com/2023/12/apocal 
ypse-destruction-of-humanitys.html 


And | was looking for this poem, which syncs, sort of, with 
the two Eve/Yin poems in the apocalypse post. 


Earth, 

the sacred prism 

through which souls are refracted 
into their elemental parts, 

purified in Holy Fire, 

then one-forged 

and sent on their way 

to not even God knows where, 
simply because they are all 
unique emanations of God, 


evolving... 
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How to stop the alien invasion from Mexico and launch the alien invasion 
from space and screw up everything better :-) 


| sometimes get stuff in my email account that | feel should be required 
reading for the people who are supposed to be making America great 
again, or at least decent, and for people who support them, regardless of 
how un-great and indecent they sometimes are. | like to toss in my 2 cents 
worth, too. So, here goes. 


Civil War for Fun & Profit 
httos://markfiore.substack.com/p/civil-war-for-fun-and-profit 
Cartooning the state of the border & political opportunism... \x 


MARK FIORE 
FEB 1, 2024 
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In this update: New animation . . . the story behind the cartoon... 


and is the convoy really sponsored by a pizza & sub shop? 


Apparently I’m better at creating a concise cartoon than at writing a 
concise explanation of the current immigration morass. 

There is a lot to unpack in this ever-unfolding story. 

As thousands of migrants fleeing misery and violence continue to head 
for the US-Mexico border seeking asylum and a better life, 
Republicans are looking to score political points. 

(To be fair, some Democrats are also trying to do their own sare of 
point-scoring, but the two parties are definitely not equivalent.) 
President Biden desperately wants the Party of Trump to lose its ability 
to use the border as a cudgel in the presidential campaign. 

The best way to do that is to pass a bipartisan border bill, which 
includes some concessions that are much tougher than Democrats 


were previously willing to offer. 


Trumpists don’t want to do anything that has the slightest 


possibility of making Joe Biden look good... 


. .. which led to the situation where Republicans wanted to punt any 
deal on immigration as Biden was pledging to shut down the border. 
Meanwhile, federal Border Patrol agents and the Texas National 
Guard have been engaged in a standoff over who has control of the 
border after Texas Governor Greg Abbott ordered razor wire strung 


along the Rio Grande river. 
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Enter the U.S. Supreme Court, Abbott defiance, Trump incitement, 
right-wing Christian nationalists and Republican talk of civil war. . . 
and you have a very volatile mixture. 

The right-wing stew includes a gigantic caravan of thousands of 
semi-trucks out to save America led by brave Christian nationalists 
proclaiming themselves “God’s Army,” er, scratch that — it sounds like 
there were only 20 or so vehicles (no semi-trucks) driven by a bunch 
of grumpy nutballs. 

(But don’t worry, God’s Army made a few bucks and got some more 
followers on social media for their troubles. And, yes, “Great American 


Pizza & Subs” really is one of the convoy’s sponsors.) 


Give me your tired, your poor... and we’ll be at each other’s 


throats fighting about what to do with them. 


Keep your eyes peeled for a drawing-and-commentary post coming 
soon that takes a deeper dive into the people who organized this 


ridiculous convoy. 
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Thanks so much for being here and following my work! 
-Mark 


Sloan Bashinsky 


A lady friend in the 1950s vintage apartment building where | live 
sent me a link to your hardened bunker buster. 

It’s f-ing hilarious that the Republicans are miserable over Sleepy 
Joe trying to trump Trump on the southern border. 

| told her the other night over dinner in a real Mediterranean 
restaurant in Birmingham, AlaMAGMA, that if | wuz president of 
the land of the free and the home of the brave, | would bring 
home my troops prior presidents had put in harm’s way in distant 
lands, and put them on the southern border to stop the invasion 
as peacefully as possible. 

And, | would stop Americans from going to Mexico with their 
money. 

And, | would stop people in America from sending money to 
people in Mexico. 

And, | would stop any products coming from Mexico to America. 
Until Mexico stops the invasion. 

My friend, who once lived several years in France and is fluent in 
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French, said, Merde, that would really screw up the American 
economy and grocery stores! 

Maybe she’s right. 

| majored in economics at Vanderbilt 60+ years ago. 

America is so dependent on cheap south of the border immigrant 
labor and Mexican produce and street drugs, not to mention Dos 
Equis and Modelo beers and various brands of tequila, and 
NAFTA is a treaty, that perhaps there is no way to do anything 
about that now. 

Although the Asian market where | buy beautiful Asian greens 
every week during the winter - | grow my own greens in a 
community garden during the warm months - gets its greens and 
other vegetables three times a week off trucks from California. 
My friend said America did plenty in Central America to cause 
people there to want to leave and come to America. | said not all 
of that is America’s fault, and | know it’s rough down there, but it’s 
not America’s job to save the Centrai Americans. America has 
more than it can say grace over taking care of Americans 
properly. 

But then, Florida, Texas and west and even north once were 
Spain, which White Americans swiped, while they were swiping 
America from the real Americans they were killing off and the 
buffaloes, too, so perhaps the southern invasion is a karma 
situation. 

As, thanks to Donald Trump, America faces its second Civil War, 
if he is not elected in 2004, or if he is convicted and put in prison. 
| don’t know where you live, Mark, but here in Alabama, | talk with 
MAGAs continually, and, although | like some of them, when it 
comes to politics and religion, they just ain't right in their heads. 
Nor are the Republicans who see the orange turd for what he is, 
but vote for him anyway. 

The Democrats seem to be lost in space, and Sleepy Joe 
disgusts me, sticking with Israel after he saw what the IDF was 
doing in Gaza. But he don’t remind me of Adolph Hitler during his 
rise to power in 1930s Germany. 
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Look at videos and photos of the Charlotteville protest against 
removing Confederate monuments, and of MAGA rallies, and of 
the January 6, 2020 insurrection, and you see oceans of white 
people, Mark. 

A picture is worth a thousand words. 

Or, if you prefer legalese (I’m a retired lawyer), res ipsa loquitur, 
the thing speaks for itself. 

The South is rising again! 


Waiting for the Cavalry to Arrive 
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httos://olflawriduhcracker.substack.com/p/waiting-for-the-cavalry-to-arri 
ve 
While We Boomers hope for the Zoomers 


OL FLAWRIDUH CRACKER 
FEB 2, 2024 


a 
WHAT'S TO WORRY ABOUT? 


I'm not sure where | developed a firm bias or belief that coming 


generations of Americans were going to grow more egalitarian. That 
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our youth entering adulthood would grow rapidly more empathetic to 
the plight of those who suffer. That those assuming the mantle of 
leadership would be willing to take on issues like poverty, access to 
affordable if not free medical care, as well ans free education; and 
bring it to reality. 

It seemed logical that “Wokeness,’ especially among generation Z 
adults and Millennials, would grow exponentially, generating a 
Zeitgeist of positive societal and economic change. Change, both 
revolutionary and exciting. Change that would become a reality in the 
final days of the Boomer Generation. At least we could exit, proud of 
our children and the world they would inherit. 

What else can explain why Neo Fascist Republicans live in such dread 
of “Woke?” Fascist Republicans are so paranoid about replacement 
that they are absolutely apoplectic over Taylor Swift. A CIA operative 
who as some sort of Liberal Joan of Arc will lead hordes of LGBTQ+ 


Zoomers to destroy their last redoubt of White male dominance. 


A 10% Change is Simply Not Enough to Meet the Existential Crises 
We Face. 


The Public Religion Research Institute (PRRI) provides some of the 
best insight on the political and religious views of this nation. They 
have long researched and compiled data on Christian Nationalism. In 
short, they are honest and reliable seekers of truth. 

While | endorse their polling research and findings, it might be worth 


considering the reality of the bar graph below: Do you see really 
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significant and sweeping change in any category over five 


generations? 


FIGURE 2. Party Affiliation, by Generation 
Percent who identify as: 


E Republican E independent E Democrat Other/Don't Know 
All American adults " 
Gen Z adults E E E ë ~> 
Millennials =e 
Gen Xers a a =|—(10 
Babyboomers EEE LT a Ey Ts 7 
Silent Generation ET Ey Sy E 
Source: PRRI, Gen Z Survey, Aug. 21-Sept. 15, 2023. 


Consider that Boomers are 34% Democrat. Now consider that 
Zoomers are about 36% in identifying with Democrats. Hardly a 
significant difference from Boomers. 

Using Census data on Florida voters aged 18 to 44, that cohort 
(Zoomers and Millennials combined) comprises 33% of the eligible 
voters. 

Consider now the 18 to 44 cohort as Democrat leaning being only 1/3 
of the total eligible voters and you begin to see that the hope for real 


change is pretty much meh. 
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Yes, they may comprise the numbers needed to hold back the Fascist 
Republicans in 2024, but | would caution against such a victory 
signifying a new day and a new dawn. It will be more of Fascists 
claiming stolen elections and maybe expanding on the insurrection of 


1/6 across the nation. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

Interesting analysis, OL FLAWRIDUH CRACKER :-). 

| have wondered if the reds are so anti-woke because being woke 
is their worst nightmare come true? Didn't the guy they claim 
saved them from their sins over 2000 years before they were 
born keep telling people to stop sleeping and to wake up! God 
forbid the reds wake up and actually start living like that guy, 
instead of living like they never heard of him :-). 

The blues keep reminding me of the mythical Fukawi tribe, which 
kept getting lost and gathering in a circle and sitting down and 
holding hands and closing their eyes and chantings, “Where the 
fuck are we? Where the fuck are we?” 

| voted, very reluctantly, for Biden in 2000, the first time | ever 
voted for a major party candidate. No way | can vote for him 
again, after he out trumped Trump by proving in spades he is 
Israel’s best friend in the Gaza genocide Hamas baited Israel and 
Biden, via mucho money and weapons to Israel, to carry out and 
turn the entire world against Israel and America. 

Gotta hand it to the folks running Hamas, and maybe its 
benefactor Iran. Unable to beat Israel militarily, Hamas figured out 
how to beat Israel in the popularity contest. 

Thank you, Hamas, for your brilliant strategy and its fallout, which 
has Genocide Joe very close to dragging America into World War 
Ill, all because, | think, Jesus was born and died in Palestine, and 
no way good American Christians and Catholics can let Islam get 
full control of Christendom’s Holy Land again. Let Israel defend it 
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for them, since Jewish leaders back in the day had Jesus 
crucified. 

No way | vote for what a childhood friend of mine calls “The 
Orange Turd.” | can’t vote for nobody who reminds me of Adolph 
Hitler, and whose armies of God and Jesus lemmings worship 
him like he is Jesus returned, even though | never heard of him 
attending church or behaving or talking anything like Jesus. 
Photos of MAGA rallies reveal oceans of white people- the South 
is rising again! 

| dunno, maybe RFK, Jr. is the best hope for America in 2004? 
Except, from what | read online, he’s Israel’s best friend, too. 
Looks to me America has moved past SNAFU to FUBAR. 

If | were president, | would declassify all of my government’s UFO 
files, hoping that would so disturb the peace of every American 
and the rest of the world’s people, that they all gather in a circle 
and try to figure out how they are going to save themselves from 
the sum of all their fears? 

Wonder how Trump, Biden and RFK, Jr. would deal with a fleet of 
UFOs setting down on the White House Lawn? Would they call in 
a kamikaze ICBM nuclear missile strike on their own selves? That 
sho’ would drain the swamp! 


OP Flawriduh Cracker 

As always Sloan, you bring a lot to the table for consideration. 
Please indulge my taking a bit of time to provide a more detailed 
response. 

If you haven't taken a look at “ AREA 51 An Uncensored History 
of America's 

Top Secret Military Base” ANNIE JACOBSEN - This book dating 
back to 2011 is still one of the best on UFO's, Nazi tech, Russian 
use of Nazi tech and the CIA use of UFO “myths” to cover up U2 
Spy plane antics. 

Out of curiosity do you use Tribel at all? Might be a better way for 
us to carry on a one to one. 


263 


Sloan Bashinsky 

Was not aware of Tribel. See several references online, so which 
Tribel? Can you send me a link? 

| saw an alien space craft do interesting impossible 
human-design aircraft tricks in the sky and stretch a cloud across 
the horizon as | tried several times to get the liberals | was with to 
look up and see what | was seeing, and they did not look up, so | 
know for a fact such things exist :-). 

Imagine the pandemonium in earth religions, governments, 
politics, and the internet, if what the America government actually 
has about UFOs is released to the general public. :-) 
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A dream-inspired Key West Sunday homily: Robert Frost, Earnest 
Hemingway, poetry, chess, booze, life and death on the road less traveled 


by 


A 


sd Ilean 


j 
J 
: 


z= 


A woman poet friend in Key West, who sometimes went on benders, was 
in bed with me in a dream around dawn this Sunday morning, and she said 
she needed to change her face because she knew what | wanted to do. 


| woke up wondering that that could be about? 


| met her in early 2001 at a Key West Poetry Guild monthly meeting, 
where local poets recited their own poetry. She was quite a good poet, and 
while | fancied her for a while, and we both had spent a good bit of time on 
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the beautiful Caribbean Island nation Dominica, not to be confused with the 
Dominican Republic, it didn’t turn to romance. 


Because of her, | joined the Key West Poetry Guild and recited my own 
poetry at its monthly meetings until | moved back to Alabama in late 2018. 


The American poet Robert Frost lived in Key West and became a legend 
there, and it was to honor him that the Key West Poetry Guild came to be. 


My favorite from Frost remains, 
Somewhere ages and ages hence: 


Two roads diverged in a wood, and I— 
| took the one less traveled by, 
And that has made all the difference. 


| also read where Frost said the only way to deal with a problem is to go 
through it. 


There is a Hemingway lookalike contest in Key West every year, when 
mostly old white men with white Hemingway-style beards wearing Orvis 
fishing garb vie for the prize. 


Several times, people told me I should enter the contest, and | declined. 


Once, when pushed hard to reconsider, | said, unlike the Hemingway 
contestants, | know how to write and fish, and | don’t drink. 


Hemingway drank like a fish and wasn’t always kind to women he loved, 
but he wrote from his heart and guts and life experiences, and was a hell of 
a novelist. After contracting brain cancer and beginning to lose his mind, he 
blew out his brains with his beloved double-barreled shotgun. 


Over breakfast this morning, my ruminating took me back to the For the 
old who are tired of living and the young who want to die... post. | re-read 
readers' comments and my replies and added a comment about Key West 


under the last reader's comment. 
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Here are all of the readers’ comments, and my replies. 


Patris 

Patris’s Substack 

Much as | would like to avoid being bopped by a lady dressed in black, 
(who likely is used to terrorize young children in the village), | could not 
stop reading this essay, particularly the journey you travelled to get 
here. 


Sloan Bashinsky 
Thank you, Patris. 


Patris 

There’s a Ulysses in you, Sloan. At a certain age we all wonder why 
we've survived when we had been once so convinced we would die 
young - particularly if we wanted to. 


Bob Graham 

Uncle Bob Is Ruminating 

I'd never heard of an Accabadora before, absolutely fascinating. Glad | 
stumbled upon this, cheers. 


Sloan Bashinsky 
Nor had | ever heard of such a creature :-) 


The Chaos Trials 
This is beautiful. It resonates. I’m at a crossroads. Should | stay or 
should | go? 


Sloan Bashinsky 

| imagine either way will be an adventure, but if you leave, will you 
miss out on something on this world, which you cannot find anywhere 
else in Eternity or Infinity? 


Consider something that fell out of me in April 1995, as | ate breakfast 
one morning in my kitchen, in Boulder, Colorado. 
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“Sacred Prism” 

Earth, 

The sacred prism 

through which souls are refracted 
into their elemental parts, 
Purified in Holy Fire, 

Then one-forged 

and sent on their way 

to not even God knows where, 
Simply because they are all 
Unique Emanations of God, 
Evolving... 


The Chaos Trials 

Yes. That is beautiful. I'm in this weird space. Luminal? | just writing on 
here. It's saved my life. When | get up in the morning, other than my 
pets, | have a purpose. | appreciate your kindness. | have met so 
many wonderful people on here. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

Everyone has a purpose imprinted in their soul, and this world is 
where it is tested and refined, or dodged or smothered, and, 
fortunately, Jesus spoke twice with his disciples in the Gospels of past 
lives, thus, there are future lives here, or somewhere, as well:-), yet 
good luck getting Christendom to admit Jesus and his disciples 
discussed that, and besides, today, and doing the next thing before us, 
and the next thing after that, is the work, the the grain mill, the 
alchemy furnace, the poem, the painting, the sculpture, unfolding, 
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unless we just give up and get another chance, and another chance 
after that. 


And then consider something that fell out of me about a year and a 
half before “Sacred Prism” 


“Rainbows” (fragment of original poem) 
Rainbows know no master. 

Fueled by Father Sun 

They touch Misty Earth 

Only Heaven knows where. 
Rainbows are more shiny than silver 
and more brilliant than gold, 

More valuable than diamonds 

and more precious than pearls. 
Rainbows paint heavens beautiful, 
Make angels sing. 

Rainbows are you, and me, 

Full spectrums of Infinity 

blazing across Eternity. 

Rainbows are now. 


The Chaos Trials 
You are a beautiful soul. 


Sloan Bashinsky 
At times, but after those lovely poems came, | got to see lots more 
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parts of myself in mirrors | did not order, to go on top of earlier mirrors 
il did not order, well, not Knowingly :-) 


Paul Wittenberger 

Paul’s Substack 

Wonderful essay full of heartbreak and perseverance! | never heard of 
an Accabadora before, either! I’m glad you’re still with us. 


Sloan Bashinsky 
Thanks, sometimes I’m glad, sometimes not :-) 


Free Radio Rulo 
As the late great John Prine said: "When your dead, your a dead 
peckerhead". God bless 


Sloan Bashinsky 
So, that is the goal of dying, to be a dead peckerhead? :-), Hee Haw! 


Free Radio Rulo 
John au When | Get To Heaven 
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Sloan Bashinsky 
That will be a sight to see, vodka and cigarettes in heaven. Dead 
peckerhead, indeed :-) 


Richard Blaisdell 

Richard’s Substack 

Native Americans ancient elders chose to go to a sacred mountain 
space greet the universe and die on their own. Return to freed the 
earth elements. Their last choice. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

| have heard of that, or they went into the wild and let the animals have 
them. 

Huge indu$tries depend on people living as long as possible and then 
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being mummified or turned into ashes, instead of feeding the planet on 
which they depended to live. 


Richard Blaisdell 

Monopolies are “funeral homes “ unregulated. One mega company 
owns many different entities. Now possible to be composted instead of 
injected with preservatives to body and buried. Cremation still a 
polluting choice. But regulations often prevent last wishes of ashes 
tossed to the wind or put in wild lakes an steams. Many patients in 
hospitals or hospice care given assist of morphine to see the ‘ascent’ 
from body. 


Sloan Bashinsky 
| much prefer getting the morphine at time of my choosing and §Stiffing 
the lawyer$ and medical indu$trial complex and attending buzzard$ 


ae 
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Sloan Bashinsky today 

A dear friend of mine in Key West, Patrick, died and his brother in 
Pacific Northwest America was making arrangements for his ashes to 
be interred in a tomb in the Key West cemetery for homeless people 
who had died there. Partick was not homeless, but he only had Social 
Security disability and lived in a subsidized housing project. He was a 
fabulous chess player, and at one time had made a lot of what looked 
like Buddhist mandala art pieces, which, along with his very gentle but 
wise manner, caused me to think he had been a lama in a past 
lifetime. 


When he was 18, Patrick was put in a federal prison because he 
would not submit to being drafted and fighting in Vietnam. The prison 
chess club discovered he was a chess master and protected him for 
the time he was in here. He said he never lost a game. Upon release, 
Patrick got a girlfriend and one day they got drunk by a river and went 
swimming and were caught in a hydraulic (whirlpool) below a rapids 
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and she drowned and he was sucked to the bottom and a voice told 
him to go with the flow and he was pushed downstream by the bottom 
current and came up choking and gasping for breath. He then drifted, 
playing chess for money and booze and drugs wherever he was, until 
he ended up in Key West. 


Patrick sobered up in the local AA chapter house, where he tended the 


coffee bar for cash wages, until that AA house decided to get grants to 
fund itself, which was not how AA chapter houses fund themselves. 
Members fund the chapter house. Because of the grant, they had to 
start paying Patrick by check, and fearing that would cause him to lose 
his disability payments, he quit his job and went back to drinking, and 
despite my efforts, and a long stint in a hospital after he caught 
pneumonia and was dried out, he drank until he died. 


| told Patrick's brother to let Patrick’s Key West friends spread his 
ashes in the ocean off the big Higgs Beach public pier in Key West, 
and in that way create a homeopathic remedy of Patrick, which would 
spread around the world and infect it with his beautiful soul, and that’s 
what we did :-). 


My last will and testament at that time provided for my ashes to be 
spread in various parts of the Florida Keys, which | had loved since | 
was 15 years old. But after | moved back to my hometown, 
Birmingham, Alabama, | changed my will to say my ashes would be 
spread in the public park across the street from where | live in an old 
apartment building, where | lived two other times after | stopped 
running away from home. The park has an earth energy vortex, which 
| enjoy along with the energy of the beautiful old trees and a pair of 
owls that make the park their home. 


Key West has a similar vortex, like the one at Stonehenge, and the 
one in Sedona, Arizona and in the Sangre de Cristo mountains in 
Colorado and New Mexico, and in Tibet and the Andes, but it seemed 
the Key West vortex might spin backward, given it did not attract 
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spiritual pilgrims, but spiritual runaways, refugees who had run away 
from home, or from something :-) 


If there was no booze in Key West, it might dry up and blow away :-) 


| never drank enough to become an addict, but | learned in Key West 
that even one glass of wine over dinner with friends made my liver 
howl the next day, and | stopped drinking altogether. 


In early 2005, a familiar voice told me in a dream that | should learn 
how to play chess. | woke up, rattled. Chess had long intimidated me. | 
knew the moves, but otherwise, | was an idiot at the game. 


| had watched Patrick and other men play many games at Sippin’ 
Internet Cafe in Key West, and at the Anchor’s Away (AA) house, but 
was too timid to play myself. So, that’s where | started playing chess, 
and | lost a lot of games and remained intimidated, but | kept playing 
and came to love the game, even though | wasn’t worth a shit at it. 


In the hundreds of chess games we played, | beat Patrick once, when 
he dozed off and got his queen trapped and he laughed and resigned. 


| played a lot of chess with a lawyer friend in Key West, who had lived 
a while in an ashram in India before he became a Buddhist. He 
represented an American, who became a Sikh and then became a 
Buddhist and then became a mega real estate developer in Key West 
and the Florida Keys. 


The lawyer was a good chess player and maybe | won two games 
against him. | introduced him to Patrick, who demolished him. Later, 
the lawyer told another friend of ours that, even drunk, Patrick was a 
chess master. 


Over dinner one evening with the lawyer and our other friend, the 
lawyer said he would prove to me that his Buddhist developer client 
was not possessed by Lucifer, which | had published on my blog that 
he was. | invited the lawyer to put on his case. 
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The lawyer said his client was brilliant, in that he could get anyone to 
see what he wanted them to see and not see what he didn’t want them 
to see. 


| said, “That’s how Lucifer sells, | rest my case." 


By then, | understood that life is poetry, yet much of it also is a chess 
game, and that is why Archangel Michael told me to learn how to play 
chess. 


There was another reason. Chess stimulates the brain like Nothing 
else and helps stave off senility. Whereas, booze destroys brain cells. 


Richard Blaisdell 

Key West vortex drifts me down to dives in the keys like dry tortugas 
reef places where antler and brain corals grew. Chess pieces move on 
boards like you and me knight - shift transients but | found in the game 
| never planned that far ahead. Went with the vortex flow, held my 
breath and came up for air. Alive to play another game. 


Sloan Bashinsky 
Amazing... coincidence? 
If you believe in such... 


:-) 


Richard Blaisdell 

There are no coincidences. Just repetition expressed experiences that 
appear in random thoughts sometimes tossed around in dreams and 
you are left wondering deja vu? My oldest brother was a chess master 
in NY. His life dedicated to pursuit of winning. | only played him for my 
own amusement. He was one that believed in treasure hunting. Did 
metal detecting. Played the lottery. Lost more than he won. Lost his 
mind at end. Kept up laughing even tho he was dying, but didn’t 
realize death was at his door. 


Sloan Bashinsky 
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Fuck all, dang if you don't have an outlook and a wit that | can only 
imagine make angels guffaw and sing! 

Yeah, grew. Lots of the corals died, some suspect killed by the 
invasive species- humans. 
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Swift Justice For ALL: Eat your tiny little MAGA heart out, Donnie boy, 
Taylor Swift for President! 


Taylor Swift concerts cause economic sonic booms. 


Last week brought some interesting Taylor Swift Emmys my way. 
Where to begin? 
Where to end? 


Perhaps start at the beginning? 
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New York Times 

OPINION 

MAUREEN DOWD 

Inside Trump’s Not-So-Swift Brain 

Feb. 3, 2024 

By Maureen Dowd 

Opinion Columnist, reporting from Washington 


It’s easy to imagine what’s going through Donald Trump’s head right 
now. | can hear his interior monologue all the way from Mar-a-Lago. 
He’s fulminating, working himself up to another epic meltdown, like he 
had over Nikki Haley the night he won the New Hampshire primary. 
The thoughts pinballing through Trump’s cortex might be something 
like this: 


“| like Taylor Swift. | do. She’s made a career of revenge, which gets 
my Complete and Total Endorsement. She’s beautiful, just my type, 
unlike that wack job E. Jean Carroll and her sick lawyer, Roberta 
Kaplan. 


“Rachel Maddow is not getting my money for that penthouse and 
shopping spree E. Jean promised her on MSDNC. Rachel wears the 
same outfit every day anyway. Besides, | don’t have $83 million. My 
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third-rate lawyers drained the money | siphoned from my donors. | 
thought everyone knew | made that up about being a billionaire. 


“FII tell you what: The idea that Taylor Swift is more popular than me is 
a joke. Her fans are 13 years old. They can’t even vote. 


“In the Rigged and Stolen election of 2020, | got the most votes of any 
president in history. She doesn’t have more fans than me. She 
doesn’t! And my fans are more committed. Swifties won't stand in line 
as long as mine. They’ve never broken into the Capitol for her. Oh, 
what a beautiful day that was. 


“Now let me just tell you, I’m two for two, dominating in lowa and New 
Hampshire, great, great, fantastic states, very special places. Every 
place we go we have tens of thousands of people outside every arena. 
They have to build larger arenas in this country just for me, right? 


“Taylor seems like a nice girl, a little too wholesome for my taste. She 
did a Diet Coke ad and | like Diet Coke. She even got Birdbrain to take 
her daughter to a concert. And sure, | have a Taylor friendship “BFF” 
bracelet. Who doesn’t? That neurotic dope Maureen Dowd once 
compared me to a 13-year-old girl. SHE DOESN'T KNOW ME! 


“Taylor more popular than me? Wrong! My movement is so much 
bigger and more fanatical than her movement. | could beat her so 
badly. Melania has been on more magazine covers than Taylor. More 
men hit on Melania than Taylor. 


“And Taylor should not have been Time magazine’s Person of the 
Year. | should have been on the cover. | am the greatest phenomenon 
in history! And it should still be Man of the Year. What’s with ‘Person’? 


“Like | told The Daily Caller, | wish Taylor and Travis the best. | hope 


they enjoy their life, maybe together, maybe not. Probably not. Too bad 
we have to take Taylor down. | liked Taylor's music about 25 percent 
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less in 2018, when she endorsed that loser Phil Bredesen against 
Marsha Blackburn in Tennessee. Then | liked her 50 percent less in 
2020 when she accused me of trying to ‘blatantly cheat and put 
millions of Americans’ lives at risk in an effort to hold onto power,’ 
when | waged war on the post office to undermine mail-in voting, 
because those weenie Democrats didn’t want to leave the house 
during Covid. If she endorses Biden again, I'll like her 200 percent 
less. 


“SAD! But Taylor must be destroyed. She and Travis will be deified as 
prom king and queen at the Super Bowl, especially if 87 pops the 
question on America’s Holy Day like they’re in a Hallmark movie. And 
no one can be deified more than me. | AM THE BIGGEST 
CELEBRITY ON THE PLANET! Jon Voight, that old Midnight Cowboy, 
compared me to Jesus, and my tremendous followers think God has 
sent me to fight the Marxists and fix America, which is now a 
third-world country. 


“Taylor is being treated like an American icon, but I’m the American 
icon. I’m trying to save America by destroying democracy, the N.F.L. 
and Taylor Swift. | Know it might seem crazy to attack the things that 
bind America. But | alone can fix it. 


“MAGA is waging a Holy War on her because she’s going to urge 
people to vote, and that would be mainly suburban women who hate 
me. They tell me, ‘I don’t know if the suburban women like you.’ 
Suburban women, will you please like me — | saved your damn 
neighborhoods, OK? 


“It's pathetic that Crooked Joe Biden needs a pop singer to drag him 
over the finish line. It didn’t help Crooked Hillary when she got propped 
up by Bruce Springsteen, Beyoncé, Katy Perry, Christina Aguilera, 
Bon Jovi, Kelly Clarkson and Miley Cyrus. Speaking of music, | hope 
Taylor doesn't get a Grammy. | deserve a Grammy! 
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“Black voters, Hispanic voters, young voters are coming to my side 
because I’m the greatest. The economy is roaring and the stock 
market is at record highs because investors are projecting | will beat 
Biden. 


“Biden’s aides have to leak stories about how he calls me a Sick 
F-Word in private because | cheered on Jan. 6 rioters and | joke about 
Paul Pelosi getting hit with a hammer by a MAGA supporter. As if 
cursing like | do makes him a tough guy. Besides, | like violence. It 
adds some excitement to the rallies. 


“LOOK AT WHAT YOU MADE ME DO, Taylor. You and Mr. Pfizer are 
now at the top of my enemies list. | don’t get too angry, | get even. 
Hey, Taylor, that would be a good song title for you!” 


And then, 
CNN Newsletter (excerpts) 


February 4, 2-24 
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Taylor Swifts NFL 
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THEN SHE 
ENDORSES 
— BIDEN! 


MEAN 


wae 
EVERONE'S 
SINGING 
— AND 
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BUT INSTANTLY FALL 
INTO THE MEGASTARS © 
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The NEL, preparing for next Sunday’s Super Bowl, is riding high, 
thanks partly to Taylor Swift’s fervent support for her beau, Travis 


Kelce of the Kansas City Chiefs. 


“Due to her in-person game day attendance alone, NFL viewership 
has skyrocketed — the playoff game between the Chiefs and the 
Buffalo Bills was the most-watched divisional playoff game in history 
according to CBS, raking in a whopping 50 million viewers,” 
Danielle Campoamor wrote. “In total, this year’s NFL divisional 
playoff round averaged 40 million viewers, the highest since 1988, 
and Swift has brought in the highest regular-season viewership 


among women since tracking began in 2000... 


“The largest pop star has introduced an entirely new demographic to 
professional football — one the league would have otherwise had a 
difficult, if not impossible, time trying to reach. But for an 


organization with a nefarious history when it comes to violence 


against women, does the NFL really deserve Taylor Swift?” 


Bringing up the rear, in my Facebook timeline today. 
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Estes Cocke 

Thanks for all the birthday wishes. It has been my custom over the 
past few years to write a poem on my birthday, and as | was sitting in 
court this morning on a case | wrote the following. 


Now 77 

So here | sit 

In the judicial pit 

Waiting on justice to arrive 
| must admit 

The longer | sit 

I'm not hopefull the gods 
Will erase the odds 
Strong against my client's 
Good side. 

And justice, she wallows 
In the farce of life 

No sure which direction to turn 
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But that she exists 

With her occasional fits 

Is a miracle - a true gift from God. 
Yes, she weighs in 

On life, and it's toil and strife 
To adjust, somehow 

What, to us, is so dear..... 

And what should we do 

If away she flew, and left 

Our balances awash and askew. 
Yes, it would leave us to grieve 
A sad, sad swan song 

Once here, now gone, 

leaving no adjustment it seems 
for right 

Or for wrong. 

All this, from this chair 

Each year with less hair 

Have | dealt with the hands 
I've been dealt 

An ace here and there 

Has been kind to appear 


But good hands are sometimes too late. 


And so | must wait 

For fortune and fate 
Which daily rises and falls 
That lady is blind 

So fortune, be kind 

And fate 

Be good 


Or be late. 


Al Cocke 
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So how did Justice treat ya, 

When she finally came to meet ya? 
Was she kind and full of grace,or 
Leave you in a place 

With no good story ending? 

Your answer is still pending. 

Happy Birthday, Brother! 


Estes Cocke 

So justice arrived, 

And to my great surprise 

She brought hope and love to the scene 
Where together they worked 

On the law on the books 

And found mercy 

Burried somewhere beneath 

A pile of old chains 

Rusted by rain 

Which frightened the worst of the worst, 
And together we ran 

as fast we can 

To the judge with a deal so sweet 

That my client exclaimed 

As they unlocked his chains 

He'd pay me 


End of the week! 


Sloan Bashinsky 
So, now 81 
| wonder... 


what do Lady Justice, 
The Jealous Mistress, 
The Cleaver of Cleavers, 
Karma’s A Bitch, 
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Miss Comeuppance 

have in mind for 

E. Jean Carroll, 

Donald Trump, 

Hunter Biden, 

Fanni Willis, 

Amendment 14, Section 3, 
United States Supreme Court, 
Israel, 

Hamas, 

Iran, 

Joe Biden, 

Congress, 

The Confederate Flag, 
And, 

The American Flag? 
Taylor Swift? 
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If Donald Trump had won the 2020 election, United States Constitution 
Amendment 14, Section 3 would have barred him from being president 


In 1990, | traveled from my home in Boulder, Colorado to a suburb of 
Washington D.C., to visit a college fraternity brother and his lovely wife, 
whose wedding | had attended in a New York City suburb, when I was 
studying at the University of Alabama School of Law. 

Marty took me to Arlington Cemetery, where | found the names of two of 


Danny's and my fraternity brothers on the long black wall; the Lincoln and 
Washington Memorials; and the United States Supreme Court, where | 
read the original United States Constitution under protective glass, and 
then we walked into the Supreme Court Chamber, where many cases had 
been argued and decided. | told Marty that | felt the eyes of those past 
justices boring in, examining my soul. 


| then was writing a book about approaching legal problems as 


messages from God, which we miss, if we take a traditional legal approach. 
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In the early 1980s, | had written books for people buying and selling hones 
and dealing with lawyers, which did not please the residential real estate 
industry and the legal profession. 

Tomorrow, the U.S. Supreme Court hears oral arguments on whether 
U.S. Constitution Amendment 14, Section 3, blocks Donald Trump from 
being president again. The case is an appeal from a 4/3 Colorado Supreme 
Court decision barring Trump from being on the Colorado ballot. 

Amendment 14, Section 3 

No person shall be a Senator or Representative in Congress, or 

elector of President and Vice-President, or hold any office, civil or 

military, under the United States, or under any State, who, having 
previously taken an oath, as a member of Congress, or as an 
officer of the United States, or as a member of any State 
legislature, or as an executive or judicial officer of any State, to 
support the Constitution of the United States, shall have 
engaged in insurrection or rebellion against the same, or given 
aid or comfort to the enemies thereof. But Congress may by a vote of 
two-thirds of each House, remove such disability. 

Amendment 14, Section 3 was passed after America’s Civil War to 
prevent officers in the Confederacy, such as its President Jefferson Davis 
and its military chief Robert E. Lee, a West Point graduate, from holding 
public office in the federal or state governments. 

Six of the nine Supreme Court justices are Republicans, three were 
appointed by Trump. So, | figure the Las Vegas odds of 5 Supreme Court 
justices ruling 14/3 bars Trump from being president again are close to 
zero. 

However, Las Vegas bookies do not sit on the Supreme Court, and 
since | am directed, corrected and redirected by angels known in the Bible, 
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and since | have no clue how the Supreme Court will rule, | wager nobody 
else knows, except perhaps the six Republican justices. 

If |I am one of the six Republican justices, | am acutely aware of many 
death threats against the four Colorado Supreme Court Justices who ruled 
14/3 bars Trump from being on the Colorado ballot. 

| am acutely aware of many death threats against Maine Secretary of 
State Shenna Bellows, who ruled 14/3 bars Trump from being on the Maine 
ballot. 

| am acutely aware of many death threats against New York State 
Court Judge Arthur Engoron, and his clerk, Allison Green, after Judge 
Engoron ruled Trump’s businesses defrauded the State of New York and its 
lending institutions out of a lot of money, 

| am acutely aware of many death threats against E. Jean Carroll, 
who won two defamation cases against Trump for a total of $87,000,000 in 
damages in federal court in New York City. 

| am acutely aware of many death threats against Georgia State 
Attorney Fanni Willis and her prosecution team who are prosecuting Trump 
under the Georgia RICO statute. 

| am acutely aware of many death threats against Special Prosecutor 
Jack Smith, who is prosecuting Trump for the January 6 insurrection and 
mishandling classified documents. 

| am acutely aware that Sara Palin and others warned the American 
left that prosecuting Donald Trump will bring a civil war, is that what the left 
wants. 

| am acutely aware of being on trial in God’s Court, where fears for 
my own safety are irrelevant; where my political allegiance is irrelevant; 


where my religious beliefs are irrelevant; where the only relevant things are 
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my oath of office below, and the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the 
truth, so help me God. 


l, , do solemnly swear (or affirm) that | will support 
and defend the Constitution of the United States 
against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that | will bear true 
faith and allegiance to the same; that | take this obligation freely, 
without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion; and that | will 
well and faithfully discharge the duties of the office on which | am 


about to enter. So help me God. 


All presidents, including Donald Trump, took this oath when they were 


sworn in as president. 


| solemnly swear (or affirm) that | will faithfully execute the Office of 
President of the United States, and will to the best of my ability, 
preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of the United States. 


There is zero doubt Trump incited and thus engaged in insurrection 
on January 6, 2020, to try to stop the count of the Electoral College votes, 
as provided in the United States Constitution. 

Meaning, even if Trump then won the Electoral College vote, he still 
could not be president again, because he engaged in insurrection against 
the Constitution before the Electoral College count was made, and 14/3 
then barred him from holding federal office again. 

It did not matter one iota that Trump believed the election was stolen, 
or that it in fact the election was stolen. The proper recourse was in the 
courts, as happened in the 2000 election, when the Supreme Court 
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awarded Florida’s presidential election to George Bush instead of to Al 


Gore. 


From Wikipedia: 


The 2000 United States presidential election in Florida took place 
on November 7, 2000, as part of the nationwide presidential election. 
Florida, a swing state, had a major recount dispute that took center 
stage in the election. The outcome of the 2000 United States 
presidential election was not known for more than a month after 
balloting because of the extended process of counting and recounting 
Florida's presidential ballots. State results tallied on election night 
gave 246 electoral votes to Republican nominee Texas Governor 
George W. Bush and 255 to Democratic nominee Vice President Al 
Gore, with New Mexico (5), Oregon(7), and Florida (25) too close to 
call that evening. Gore won New Mexico and Oregon over the 
following few days; but the result in Florida was to be decisive, 
regardless of how those two states had voted. 


After an intense recount process and the United States Supreme 
Court's decision in Bush v. Gore, Bush won Florida's electoral votes 
by a margin of only 537 votes out of almost six million cast (0.009%) 
and, as a result, became the president-elect. The process was 
extremely divisive and led to calls for electoral reform in Florida. Bush 
became the first Republican to win the White House without carrying 
Palm Beach County since the county's founding in 1909. If Gore had 
won the recount, then he would have won the election with a total of 
292 electoral votes, and Bush would have lost with 246 electoral 


votes. 
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So, knowing | am putting my life at extreme risk, | rule U.S. 
Constitution Amendment 14, Section 3 bars Donald Trump from being 
president of the United States of America, even if he is on every state 
ballot, and even if he wins the popular vote and Electoral College vote in 
2024. 

When pigs fly? 
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Mutant Apocalypse: America 


Yesterday, a three-judge U.S. District Court of Appeals panel in 
Washington D.C. unanimously ruled that Donald Trump does not have total 


immunity for criminal acts he might have committed while he was president. 


Trump’s lawyers filed an appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court, which, | can 
imagine, even with six conservative justices, three appointed by Trump, will 
not rule an American president can, say, kill his wife, because she is is 
divorcing him and that is a political embarrassment to him, which interferes 
with his presidential duties, and he can get away with it. 
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That the total immunity argument even was made in a court of law 
causes this former United States District Judge law clerk, who then 
practiced law and tried cases in the state and federal courts of Birmingham, 
Alabama, to wonder if Donald Trump and his lawyers are (a) legally insane, 
(b) criminally insane, (c) demonically possessed, (d) from the planet 
Klingon, or (e) mutants? Since | don’t think the courts have ruled calling 
someone a mutant is defamation, | will pick (e), because | don’t want to 
piss off the Klingons, who seem far more sane and pleasant than Donald 
Trump and his lawyers. 


Yeah, | can hear it coming: "What about the dirty commie Joe Biden?!?!” 


Well, Joe's a mutant, but he ain’t no commie, which any MAGA would 
figure out pretty damn quick if he/she lived in Russia and criticized Vladimir 
Putin on Facebook. | read online today that Putin hopes Trump is elected in 
2024, because that will be much better for Russia than Joe Biden 
remaining in the White House. 


Joe Biden is guilty of helping Israel murder over 30,000 unarmed people 
in Gaza, which | doubt will play well at the Pearly Gates when he leaves 
this life. | regret voting for Biden in 2020, because he had not received the 
endorsements of the KKK and Vladimir Putin, and he had not kept and 
studied a book of Adolph Hitler’s speeches. | now wish I had voted instead 
for the Road Runner, who seems to have far more sense and decency than 
Joe Biden or Donald Trump, and the people who advise them, and their 
lawyers, all of whom remind me of the terminally stupid Wile E. Coyote, 
when they don’t remind me of zombies of the apocalypse. 
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Trump and Biden are mutants with legions of admirers, which makes 
their admirers? 


What’s the cure? 


Consider a curious discussion | had with a man after he commented 
under the For the old old who are tired of living and the young who want to 
die... post, which | figure would not interest Joe Biden and Donald Trump 
and their mutant legions at all. 


No Cause for Merriment 

well, that seems less egregious than how billy (vaccine) gates 
suggests going about trimming world population by 70% . . . his 
victims aren't necessarily willing. 


Sloan Bashinsky 
Gates really proposed that? If so, he volunteered himself to be at the 
front of the trimming line? :-) 


In March 2005, a familiar voice asked me in my sleep, “What do you 


think of the species?” | woke up, said that | wished | had not been 
asked that question, but since | had been asked it, although some 
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people are evolving, in the main, the species has lost its creativity and 
is spiritually cloning itself and devolving, and if what was done to me to 
turn me around was done to the species, perhaps 50, 000 people 
would survive it, so perhaps it would be kinder to remove the species 
form this planet and put it somewhere it has a better chance of moving 
forward. As more time passed, | reduced 50,000 to 5,000, and as 
more time passed, | reduced 5,000 to 500. 


As for vaccinations, because of my age, 81, and | had prostate cancer, 
| was in the first batch of people to receive the Pfizer covid vaccine at 
the University of Alabama School of Medicine in 2,000. Later that year, 
Alabama hospitals were turning away people with serious medical 
emergencies because the hospitals were full of unvaccinated covid 
patients, fighting for their lives and dying. President Donand Trump 
came to Cullman, Alabama, about 50 miles north of Birmingham, and 
held a MAGA rally, and was booed for asking the audience to get 
vaccinated. Alabama Governor Kay Ivey, a Tump disciple, said people 
who are not vaccinated need to be vaccinated. | said, unvaccinated 
people who caught covid should not be allowed into Alabama 
hospitals. | got booed for saying that. 


The tragedy was Trump had a cheap, fast, effective early-stage 
infection cure in his hands, provided by Dr. Vladimir Zelenko, and the 
FDA gave it emergency approval, until Joe Biden, the Democrats, 
CDC, Dr. Anthony Fauci, NIH, WHO, Lancet and the medical-industrial 
complex went haywire and the FDA director rescinded the emergency 
approval. Instead of firing and replacing his FDA director, Trump caved 
to the political pressure and launched Operation Warp Speed, He 
could have kept America open, and the entire world would have 
followed suit. There would have been no need for a covid vaccination 
against Red China’s bioweapon, which got loose before China had 
developed a vaccine, and having both the bioweapon and the vaccine, 
China could have held the rest of the world hostage, until Dr. Zelenko 
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developed the cure and Trump didn’t have the balls to make it freely 
available all over America. 
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Dr. Viadimir (Zev) Zelenko 

Board Certified Family Practitioner 
501 Rt 208, Monroe, NY 10950 
845-238-0000 


March 23, 2020 
To all medical professionals around the world: 


My name is Dr. Zev Zelenko and I practice medicine in Monroe, NY. For the last 16 years, I have cared for approximately 
75% of the adult population of Kiryas Joel, which is a very close knit community of approximately 35,000 people in which 
the infection spread rapidly and unchecked prior to the imposition of social distancing. 


As of today my team has tested approximately 200 people from this community for Covid-19, and 65% of the results have 
been positive. If extrapolated to the entire community, that means more than 20,000 people are infected at the present time. 
Of this group, 1 estimate that there are 1500 patients who are in the high-risk category (i.e. >60, immunocompromised, 
comorbidities, etc). 


Given the urgency of the situation, | developed the following treatment protocol in the pre-hospital setting and have seen 
only positive results: 


1. Any patient with shortness of breath regardless of age is treated. 

2. Any patient in the high-risk category even with just mild symptoms is treated. 

3. Young, healthy and low risk patients even with symptoms are not treated (unless their circumstances change and they 
fall into category 1 or 2). 


My out-patient treatment regimen is as follows: 


1. Hydroxychloroquine 200mg twice a day for 5 days 
2. Azithromycin 500mg once a day for 5 days 
3. Zinc sulfate 220mg once a day for 5 days 


The rationale for my treatment plan is as follows. | combined the data available from China and South Korea with the 
recent study published from France (sites available on request). We know that hydroxychloroquine helps Zinc enter the cell. 
We know that Zinc slows viral replication within the cell. Regarding the use of azithromycin, | postulate it prevents 
secondary bacterial infections. These three drugs are well known and usually well tolerated, hence the risk to the patient is 
low. 


Since last Thursday, my team has treated approximately 350 patients in Kiryas Joel and another 150 patients in other areas 
of New York with the above regimen. 


Of this group and the information provided to me by affiliated medical teams, we have had ZERO deaths, ZERO 
hospitalizations, and ZERO intubations. In addition, | have not heard of any negative side effects other than approximately 
10% of patients with temporary nausea and diarrhea. 

In sum, my urgent recommendation is to initiate treatment in the outpatient setting as soon as possible in accordance with 
the above. Based on my direct experience, it prevents acute respiratory distress syndrome (ARDS), prevents the need for 
hospitalization and saves lives. 

With much respect, 


Dr. Zev Zelenko 


cc: President Donald J. Trump; Mr. Mark Meadows, Chief of Staff 
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No Cause for Merriment 
well, they're claiming Gates was taken out of context. . . that might be 
true ... some claim the vid was edited . . . that might also be true... 


https://www.reuters.com/article/idUSL1N2MF1L8/ 


I'll see if i can dig up that video for you . . . i watched it once myself 
and he clearly said that the key to curbing overpopulation was 
sterilization through vaccines . . . i was taken aback by it. . . let me 
see if i can find that for you 


Sloan Bashinsky 
It wouldn’t surprise me if Gates said that. There is no question that 
humanity has over-produced itself and for what purpose? To destroy 
the planet on which humanity depends for its very survival? 


| recall in 2000, taking a taxi from the Mumbai airport into Mumbai, and 
the woman | was traveling with, who had more than the 5 senses, said 
all she could see in the air was serpents, and | said, not like the 
friendly Saturday morning cartoon serpents, and she said, not those 
type. Soon, we came upon a large track of bare land, just dirt, on the 
left side of the roadway, and it was coverer with homeless people, 
sitting or lying about two feet apart, thousands and thousands of them, 
doing nothing, and | wondered where they bathed and relieved 
themselves, and where did they get food and drinking water, and what 
was the point in them even being alive? Imagined some yogi master 
would be able to answer that, but to me it simply was horrible. 


Humanity really is destroying Earth, and that should be every nation’s 
#1 priority, but religions and politics and capitalists have other plans for 
the species and the planet. It's on each person to be the best he or 
she can be, instead of just another member of a herd following a 
leader, who claims to know what's best for every member of the herd. 
No Cause for Merriment 
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and if he didn't say it, he was likely thinking it . . . i remember looking 
at a human population timeline and i was surprised to discover that the 
planet hosted a fairly steady 1-billion until the 1800s when it began to 
soar . . . | never did any research into the wherefore . . . i thought 
perhaps advances in medicine, but a dug a little deeper and 
discovered that western civ wasn't the driver . . . asia was the primary 
driver, followed by africa .. . i really should study to find out what the 
driver was . . . | can relate to your observation in India. . . in the animal 
kingdom the herd gets thinned to maintain a balance but the human 
herd just keep skyrocketing, which taxes the earth's resources and 
creates an abundance of people with no meaning to their lives. 


Sloan Bashinsky 
Humanity has lost its connection to reality. Religions have failed. 
Politicians have failed. Governments have failed. 


I’m an American, who has returned to his home state, Alabama, 
probably to live out his remaining days. 81, | have been around the 
world twice. | have spent a lot of time in the Caribbean and Western 
Europe and Costa Rica. | have been dragged by angels through the 
hells of fire in myself and in other people and society. | once had a 
pretty good sense of how other parts of the world viewed America. 


My best friend, who does the tech work for my books getting into the 
free internet library, archive.org, and for The Redneck Mystic Lawyer 
and The Redneck Mystic podcasts (YouTube), or The Redneck Mystic 
Lawyer podcast (Torrent), might be breathing his last breaths because 
of a delayed response to bad men trying to kill him, to shut him up, 
and left him for dead. It won't surprise me if the same happens to me, 
to shut me up. He and | feel we were changed so much that it is like 
being from another planet, visiting Earth, interacting with humans, yet 
we are humans, stuck here until the mother ship retrieves us, so to 
speak. 
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So, should there be a vaccine to cause sterility? I'm sure the planet 
would vote for that. But how would it be enforced? Could it be 
enforced? Would it start a world war? Revolutions? Who can say? 


Just look at America. Its politics are out of control. its devout Catholic 
president is aiding and abetting genocide in Gaza, while its southern 
border is looking like Santa Anna’s revenge, and the American right 
has been taken over by a reincarnation of Adolph Hitler, and its 
Christians, in the main, behave as if they never read what Jesus said 
in the Gospels. How could such a nation be a beacon of light, a reason 
for hope for the world? It simply cannot. 


So, it boils down to how each person lives and copes with what life 
serves them each day. It's one on one with God by any name called. 
That’s all that is left for the species gone off the rails and still moving 

away at warp speed, while the rest of the animals on Earth live as they 
were designed or evolved. How’s that for positive thinking :=)? 
No Cause for Merriment 
Sloan, you're old enough to be my older brother and | think we've both 
observed similar social events and Zeitgeist . . . when i was young, i'm 
sure the globalists and elites were victimizing people left and right but 
by comparison to today those days seemed tranquil and orderly and 
made sense . . . also, life was relatively affordable . . . apart from 
vietnam, the government didn't seem overly abusive but these days 
"off the rails" is probably the best catch phrase to describe the scene 
we're living . . . where we're heading is difficult to predict, but i do 
believe that much of the world is seeking an exit ramp from US 
hegemony and bullying and will someday be pulling the plug on the 
US financial system and we'll probably slide into a soviet style default 
and sink into the multipolar world as just another player . . . i look 
forward to that actually but i'm also quite certain that the bastids will try 
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to kick the can down the road, monetize the debt, and foist hyper 
inflation upon we peasants before it all comes crashing down. 


Sloan Bashinsky 
| majored in economics in another lifetime, practiced law in a later 
lifetime, then the fun began. All empires crumble. It’s never pretty. 
America is gonna get a lot more interesting, maybe Stephen King 
should run for president:-) Rise of the Mutants, America might be 
known for 2,000 years from now, ass-u-ming the planet hasn't died or 
terminated humans in self defense. :-) 


Meanwhile, I’m curious why you didn’t respond to what | wrote about 
Trump and Dr. Zelenko? Shutting down America wreaked economic, 
emotional and spiritual havoc in the American middle and lower 
classes, and unleashed improperly-tested vaccines in America. | had 
the initial Pfizer shot and two boosters, but if Zelenko’s cure was 
available, | would not have allowed myself to be a medical-indu$trial 
complex guinea pig, and Alabama’s hospitals would not have been 
overrun with unvaccinated MAGAs. Dr. Zelenko’s cheap, fast, 
early-stage infection cure was God’s response to Red China’s 
bioweapon, and instead Trump gave Americans a 2nd bioweapon, the 
covid vaccines, the long term mutation consequences of which may 
never be fully understood. 

No Cause for Merriment 
well, that reminds me of something else . . . i remember when the 
banks failed in 2008 . . . Baby Bush bailed them out in the final 3 
months of his term and then the Obamarma continued bailing them out 
. .. opposite sides of the same coin those politicians are . . . same with 
the injection . .. Trump-a-Dump helped it happen and 
Brain-Dead-Biden force fed it to the masses with heavy handed 
coercions . . . | was a refusenik . . . they'd have to straight-jacket my 
ass to get the billy gates vaccine into me. 


Sloan Bashinsky 
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A nation of mutants mutating :-). It is my heretic opinion that the only 
way to drain the swamp is to nuke Washington D.C. when all the 
swamp creatures are there. And if Trump isn’t there, then nuke 
wherever he is :-). And even then, America still would be the mutant 
apocalypse. 


No Cause for Merriment 
trump blew it . . . said he was gonna drain it, instead he surrounded 
himself with them . . . they prevented him from doing anything except 
what the cabal wanted done and now they're hounding his ass so he 
can't run again . . . the dumb bunnie had his chance and blew it. 


Sloan Bashinsky 
Trump indeed blew it, but he sicked the hounds on his own sorry ass 
when he incited the January 6, 2020 coup attempt, instead of letting 
his stacked US Supreme Court decide who won the 2020 election, like 
had happened in the 2000 presidential election. Yesterday, the D.C. 
federal court of appeals ruled Trump did did not have absolute 
immunity, and today his lawyers will try to persuade the Supreme 
Court that Amendment 14, Section 3 does not apply to the president, 
but applies to anyone else who swore an oath to preserve, protect and 
defend the Constitution and then engaged in insurrection against 
same. Trump sicked all the other hounds on his sorry ass, too. He has 
nobody to blame but his own sorry ass. 


No Cause for Merriment 
he told them to protest peacefully 


Sloan Bashinsky 
Here’s what he told them to do: 


"We're going to walk down. Anyone you want, but | think right 
here, we're going to walk down to the Capitol-- 
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And we're going to cheer on our brave senators and 
congressmen and women and we're probably not going to be 
cheering so much for some of them. 

Because you'll never take back our country with weakness. You 
have to show strength and you have to be strong. 

We have come to demand that Congress do the right thing and 
only count the electors who have been lawfully slated. Lawfully 
slated. 

| know that everyone here will soon be marching over to the 
Capitol building to peacefully and patriotically make your voices 
heard. Today, we will see whether Republicans stand strong for 
integrity of our elections. But whether or not they stand strong for 
our country, our country. Our country has been under siege for a 
long time. Far longer than this four year period.” 


Then, he didn't have the balls to go with them, and when he saw on 
TV in his secure location what they were doing, he enjoyed it, and 
despite pleas from people close to him, he waited a long time to tell his 
mob to stand down. Before that, he had recruited them to come to 
D.C. to stand strong. And he promised to pardon all of them, if he is 
elected in 2024. 


You have convinced me that you are one of his mutants. 
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No Cause for Merriment 
don't confuse me for a maga hat wearer . . . i'm an anarchist, not a lap 
dog 


Sloan Bashinsky 
So is Trump an anarchist. You cherry picked what he told his mob, 
convincing me that you and he are birds of a feather. 


No Cause for Merriment 
what i see is this . .. many people in DC commit crimes and none 
are ever prosecuted . . . they made an exception for trump, so 
they politicized their corrupt system to badger an opponent . . . so 
it's a double standard . . . and just more evidence of DC 
corruption, that's my view on this. 


Sloan Bashinsky 
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Trump made an exception for himself, the first American president to 
stage a coup attempt, and you are one of his tens of millions of 
mutants who want him to get away with it. 
| have a very good friend, who voted twice for Trump. My friend is a 
US Army Special Forces combat veteran. After January 6, he told me 
that all of the rioters should have been shot dead. But he did not say 
Trump should have been shot dead. 

Facebook hammered me for posting that at my FB page. 
America truly is a nation of mutants. 


No Cause for Merriment 

well, if you ask me, many heads should roll down there and never do . 
..| haven't seen anything which resembles J from the DOJ since 
Bobby Kennedy was AG 


Sloan Bashinsky 
of course many heads should roll down there, and if you want to get 
that started, you should be shrieking for Turmp’s head to roll. I’m 
signing off. 
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Macabre America 


After publishing yesterday’s Mutant Apocalypse: America 
post, | wondered if | had gone over the top? 


This morning, | wonder if | have only just begun? 


CNN last night and this morning reported Special Counsel Robert Hur 
said in his written report that he decided not to prosecute President Biden 
for willfully retaining classified documents, because President Biden could 
not remember anywhere close to the years he was vice-president and the 
year his son Beau died, and a jury would not likely convict a pleasant old 
man with faulty memory. 


| found online just now that after battling brain cancer former Delaware 
Attorney General Beau Biden died on May 30, 2015. 


And | found this news report: 
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Biden said the [Special Counsel] report's descriptions of his memory 
and his son's death were “extraneous commentary” that “had no place 
in this report.” About his son's death, Biden said, “How in the hell dare 
he raise that?” 


“Frankly, when | was asked the question, | thought to myself, it wasn't 
any of their damn business,” he said. “Every Memorial Day we hold a 
service remembering him, attended by friends and family and the 
people who loved him. | don’t need anyone, | don’t need anyone to 
remind me when he passed away.” 


And | found this at NBC News: 


Rep. Claudia Tenney, R-NY, is calling on Attorney General Merrick 
Garland to invoke the 25th Amendment in an effort to remove 
President Joe Biden from office after special counsel Robert Hur’s 
report said the president should not be prosecuted for mishandling 
classified documents. 


Tenney compared Hur's decision in his investigation of Biden to 
special counsel Jack Smith's bringing charges against former 
President Donald Trump for his handling of classified documents at 
Mar-a-Lago. The Department of Justice “cannot ethically bring 
charges” against Trump “because he has mental acuity and a forceful 
personality” while declining to bring charges against Biden because of 
his “cognitive decline,” Tenney argued. 


“President Biden needs to be charged, or he needs to be removed. 
There is no middle ground,” Tenney wrote. She added that it was 
“incumbent” upon Garland to begin proceedings to remove the Biden 
using the 25th Amendment. 


The amendment, ratified after the assassination of President John F. 


Kennedy, provides the procedure for replacing the president in the 
event of death, removal, resignation or incapacitation. One of its 
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sections provides the vice president and majority of either the Cabinet 
“or such other body as Congress may by law provide” with a 


mechanism to transfer power from the president. 


On CNN last night and this morning, President Biden went on and on 
about Hur, but never did he say the date Beau died or the dates he was 
Barack Obama’s vice-president, and | wondered if President Biden lost his 
marbles, or if his advisers lost theirs, because that was when President 
Biden really did need to tell the American public when he was Barack 
Obama’s vice president and when Beau died. 


| don’t remember the day in July 1967 when my son was born, but | 
remember very well that he died of sudden infant death syndrome on 
September 10, 1967, and his remains were buried at Elmwood Cemetery in 
Birmingham, Alabama on September 12, 1967. A long stem yellow rose on 
his simple oak coffin. 


| remember very well walking with his mother from the open grave back 
to our car. 


| had not yet wept, and the black woman, who lived in my parents’ home 
and had raised me as her own child, walked over to our car and leaned in 
through the driver’s side window and hugged me, and | burst into tears and 
could not stop crying and heaving. 


That night, my father’s brother Leo called and gave me hell about crying 
at my son’s funeral, and | wondered what was wrong with Leo? 


| cried off and on for months. 
Maybe | didn’t cry enough. 
In 1988, | went back to my son's unmarked grave for the first time, 


carrying a yellow peace rose off a rose bush | once had planted, and 
collapsed to my knees, bawling my eyes and heart out. 
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| kept returning to his unmarked grave with a yellow peace rose until no 
more tears came. 


| ordered a marker for his grave, on which was engraved, “Infant Son: He 
opened our hearts and set us on our journey.” 


| can imagine my son had something to do with a poem that leaped out 
of me in 1991: 


Living Poets 


Dead poets are poets who never write 
Who obey shoulds and oughts 

Who live to please others 

Who value money over God 

Who die without ever having lived 
Death is their mark 


Dead poets are remembered by the living 
Living poets are remembered by time 
Dead poets never sing their song 

Living poets never stop singing it 


The difference between the two is this: 
One worships fear, the other life 


To be a dead poet is hard 

It requires being someone else 
To be a living poet is easy 

It only means being myself 


One choice is hell, the other heaven 
That is what is meant by free will 
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And with a poem that leaped out of me in 1992. 
The Mockingbird 


| happened upon a mockingbird 
singing its fool head off — 

| asked it how and why it sang? 

But all it did was look ahead, 

all it did was sing. 

It never turned to see if | was watching, 
or listened for money jingling in my pockets, 
or asked if | liked its music, 

or expected a recording contract — 

It was too busy singing 

to pay any attention to me. 

Thus did | learn 

the greatest sin of all 

is to kill a mockingbird. 


And with a poem that leaped our of me in 1983: 


Who invented the rule that poetry must rhyme, have pentameter, be 
cast into verse? Tell me, yes, please tell me, who, just who, invented 
that really silly rule? Surely it wasn’t the maker of the first stone- 
otherwise, there’d be no stones to break all those slaving rules! 


Many years later, | realized my son’s death destroyed any chance | would 
fit into the plans my father and his father and my mother had for me, and 
any plans | had for me. He set me free to be who | really am- instead of 
becoming a mutant, | only just now see. 


So, on CNN this morning, President Biden says Israel has gone over the 
top in Gaza. 


President Biden just now thinks that? For real? 
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Where has he been since the October 7, 2023 Hamas raid in Israel? My 
birthday. 


Thinking about Beau? 


If President Biden was thinking about Beau, why didn’t that cause him to 
recoil in horror over Israel killing thousands of children in Gaza? 


If President Biden was thinking about Beau, why didn’t he stop giving 
Israel money and weapons and munitions? 


If President Biden is the devout Catholic he claims to be, how did he 
FORGET 


Matthew 19:14 
“Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder 
them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.’ 


How did he keep giving Israel money, weapons and munitions to kill 
children? 


Maybe a Special Counsel should investigate that. 


Maybe a Special Counsel would report President Biden isn’t any different 
from the MAGA Christians who want Israel to defend “the holy land” from 
Islam until hell freezes over, because “the holy land” is where Jesus was 
born to Jews and where he was crucified at the behest of Jews. 


Maybe a Special Counsel would report Donald Trump told Israel he is 
their best friend, hoping to get the vote of every Jew and conservative 
Christian in America, and therefore President Biden viewed abandoning 
Israel as political suicide for himself and the return of a crazed maniac, 
Donald Trump, to the White House. 
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Maybe a Special Counsel would report Republican and Democrat 
Justices on the U.S. Supreme Court, who said yesterday that allowing U.S. 
Constitution Amendment 14, Section 3 to keep Trump off the Colorado 
ballot will destroy democracy and disenfranchise voters in America, is 
ludicrous, because Trump tried to end democracy and disenfranchise 
voters in America on January 6, 2020. 


Maybe a Special Counsel would say the U.S. Supreme Court should 
read 14/3 and apply it, and leave their politics and their very real fears of 
being assassinated by MAGAs out of their decision. 


U.S. Constitution Amendment 14, Section 3 

No person shall be a Senator or Representative in Congress, or 
elector of President and Vice-President, or hold any office, civil or 
military, under the United States, or under any State, who, having 
previously taken an oath, as a member of Congress, or as an 
officer of the United States, or as a member of any State legislature, 
or as an executive or judicial officer of any State, to support the 
Constitution of the United States, shall have engaged in 
insurrection or rebellion against the same, or given aid or comfort 
to the enemies thereof. But Congress may by a vote of two-thirds of 
each House, remove such disability. 


Maybe a Special Counsel would recommend Joe Biden, Donald Trump, 
and the US Supreme Court Justices be locked up in adjoining cells, next to 
Hunter Biden, Hillary Clinton, Barack Obama, George W. Bush, Bill Clinton, 
George H.W. Bush, Ronald Reagan, Richard Nixon and Lyndon Johnson. 


Maybe the Special Counsel would declare America is not and never was 
"one nation, under God", and the proof of that is "under God" was not in the 
original Pledge of Allegiance, but was added to the Pledge when | was a 
boy, to paint America godly and communism ungodly. 


Maybe the Special Counsel would declare America’s African slaving 
origins and genocide against the real Americans and swiping Spain’s part 
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of America has come home to roost in Joe Biden and Donald Trump being 
the “best” the Democrats and the Republicans have to offer. 


Ludicrous. 


Dictionary 

Definitions from Oxford Languages 

lu-di-crous 

/'loodekres/ 

adjective 

so foolish, unreasonable, or out of place as to be amusing; ridiculous. 


Or, maybe | should name this post: Macabre America. 


Dictionary 

Definitions from Oxford Languages 

ma-:ca-bre 

/mə'käbrə,mə'käb/ 

adjective 

disturbing and horrifying because of involvement with or depiction of 
death and injury. 

"a macabre series of murders" 
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Imagine a world where cars and trucks run on hydrogen extracted from 
water, then watch TV and see a world that relies on Middle East oil 


1! 


President Trump bows to the Saudi Prince 
who had a Saudi journalist sawed into many pieces 
for criticizing the Saudi prince 


A regular reader of my drivel replied to yesterday’s Macabre America 
post, and our ensuing discussion went several directions that do not 
forebode peace and joy for America, the Middle East and the planet. 


However, if auto and truck makers are allowed to shift over to using 
road-tested hydrogen-extracted-from-water-powered engine patents in the 
U.S. Patent Office, that will end the world’s reliance on oil and reduce the 
Middle East’s importance to pretty much zero, and perhaps only people 
living in the Middle East will care about what goes on there, if you don’t 
count tens of millions of religious fanatics in America. 


Patris Substack 

My sympathy - more than that word, if there is one - for your son’s 
death. 

But | cannot remember the exact date my son’s life nearly ended, only 
the days he lay near death. It’s not a mark of being senile, it was a 
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traumatic event and it’s no anniversary | want to remember with that 
kind of specificity. 

Biden is a decent man. You give him more control in your imagination 
than he has over what's going on in Israel. Just Imagine this chaos 
without a decent man in leadership. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

Biden could have cut Israel off, but he hasn’t taken that step yet, so 
that’s on him. 

If Trump were president now, | think it would be going about the same 
in Gaza. 

Biden does not seem to have awareness of how he comes across. 
Trump thinks he’s God's gift to the world. 

| read somewhere recently, the best thing Trump could do would be to 
die. 

Biden is on the verge of starting World War Ill, and he won't take any 
credit for it, if it happens. 


Patris 

With all due respect Biden seems to be doing everything to prevent 
the Middle East from blowing up. 

Israel, like it or not is the only democracy in the region, literally 
standing as our ally, prepared to act to end conflict. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

Looks to me that creating Israel was a colossal mistake, and as long 
as Israel exists, Palestine will be in turmoil. | don’t think it is America’s 
job to protect Israel, and America furnishing Israel with money, 
weapons and munitions causes Islam in that region to hate America all 
the more. 

Hamas is run by monsters, it provoked Israel to go insane trying to 
defeat Hamas in Gaza, regardless of how many civilians Israel killed, 
with weapons and munitions and money furnished to Israel by 
America. Hamas is pleased with the outcome, so far. | do not think 
Israel’s leader and military are listening to anyone but themselves. 
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The angel Michael told me after 9/11 that America should get out of 
the Middle East altogether, and let Israel and Islam work it out or fight 
it out, and in that way learn which, if either, is God’s chosen people. | 
took the ending of that transmission as sarcasm. 

After three American soldiers were killed in Lebanon, Jordan?, where 
they should not have been, but that’s where Biden had put them, 
Biden launched a whole lot of retaliatory strikes in the Middle East. 
Islamic groups now have ballistic missiles, which are harder for 
American warships to defend against than what was being shot at 
merchant ships and American warships in that area’s waters. 

There is nothing good about America being involved militarily in the 
Middle East. America has a bejillion more important problems within its 
own borders. 

As | read Amendment 25, it will take V.P. Kamala Harris joining in to 
remove Biden from the presidency, and | don’t see that happening, but 
| imagine Trump and the Republicans will make plenty more noise 
about it and it won’t help Biden at the polls. Biden responded poorly on 
TV today to what’s in the Special Counsel’s report. 


Amendment 25, Section 4 

Whenever the Vice President and a majority of either the principal 
officers of the executive departments or of such other body as 
Congress may by law provide, transmit to the President pro tempore of 
the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives their 
written declaration that the President is unable to discharge the 
powers and duties of his office, the Vice President shall immediately 
assume the powers and duties of the office as Acting President. 
Thereafter, when the President transmits to the President pro tempore 
of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives his 
written declaration that no inability exists, he shall resume the powers 
and duties of his office unless the Vice President and a majority of 
either the principal officers of the executive department or of such 
other body as Congress may by law provide, transmit within four days 
to the President pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives their written declaration that the President is 
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unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office. Thereupon 
Congress shall decide the issue, assembling within forty-eight hours 
for that purpose if not in session. If the Congress, within twenty-one 
days after receipt of the latter written declaration, or, if Congress is not 
in session, within twenty-one days after Congress is required to 
assemble, determines by two-thirds vote of both Houses that the 
President is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, 
the Vice President shall continue to discharge the same as Acting 
President; otherwise, the President shall resume the powers and 
duties of his office. 


Patris 

| am so sorry you think any one should or should not have ‘allowed’ 
Israel to exist. Given your age it seems you might have gained some 
insight into the Christian church-imposed hell disrespect and tortuous 
deaths Jews have endured throughout the centuries. They weren't 
looking for anyone’s permission, they didn’t need it to return to what 
since ancient times has been their homeland. 

Netanyahu is corrupt and as intransigent as the leaders of Hamas, the 
PLO and Hezbollah. 

Rational people must take leadership and work out an equitable 
settlement of the insanity in the region. A 2- state solution | believe 
makes the most sense. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

| think it was a mistake to create Israel in Palestine, and how it has 
gone there since Israel was created seems to prove it was a mistake. 
It’s a shame the countries of Western Europe and America after WWII 
did not offer the European Jews sanctuary within their borders. 
Unfortunately, Islam has been at odds with the descendants of Issac 
for a very long time, and it really is a religious conflict, and much of it is 
fueled by Christendom in America, which demands its presidents and 
Congress support Israel, so that Islam will not control where Jesus 
was born to Jews and later was crucified at the behest of Jews. 
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America is near coming apart at the seams, and it needs to try to deal 
with that. But | doubt it will. If | were president, | would cut Israel loose 
and get my troops out of all countries in the Middle East ASAP, and 
bring them to America, where they are needed more. 


Patris 

With all due respect, we are past the point of letting things go to hell in 
the Middle East. Given the global economy that despite electric 
vehicles will be dependent on oil well into the future, it requires a place 
at the table with stable Islamic nations. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

| agree in theory, but I’ve been watching the Middle East a long time 
and it's not going to change, heck, even Islamic factions don’t get 
along with each other. 

There are road-tested patents in the U.:S. Patent office in D.C. that 
use electrolysis to separate oxygen from hydrogen and hydrogen is 
the fuel for cars, trucks, etc. A sedan can go several hundred miles on 
a quart of water. Imagine the resistance to such engines from the oil 
and gas industry :-). Imagine the resistance to such engines from 
countries with lots of oil reserves. Imagine how much the planet would 
love to see those engines replace fossil fuel engines :-) Imagine 
driving a Ford or Chevy coast to coast in America for a few dollars. 
Imagine putting Tesla out of business :-) 


Patris 
If we survive this time it will be a future of technical wonders. No 
doubt. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

| don’t see how humanity improves at the rate it’s going among its 
various segments, and | don’t see how humanity survives at the rate it 
is killing the planet, on which humanity depends to survive :-) 


Patris 
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We seem headed in that direction. Avarice and stupidity rule. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

And religious fanaticism :-) in Palestine and the entire Middle East, 
and in America. 

We have Daddy and Baby Bush to thank for Islam's hostility toward 
America, which Barack Obama, Joe Biden and Donald Trump 
aggravated. 

Ross Perot did his best trying to talk Daddy Bush out of rescuing 
Kuwait from Saddam Hussein/Iraq’s army. Daddy Bush didn’t listen. 
Nor did any subsequent American president. 

The Devil is very pleased that America did not turn inward and deal 
with the many beams in its own eyes. Same applies to Israel, Hamas, 
Islam, Judaism, Russia and Putin, Ukraine, Red China, the UN, etc. 
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the internet, cults, revolutions and The Deep State 


pie Keke THe LINR PT 2/6077 eean 


SHUT Up 
oven 
UNDAR. 


The internet allows people to engage the world in ways never dreamed 
before the internet. In some ways, the internet has replaced religions. In 
some ways, the intenet has replaced God by whatever name called. In 
many ways, the internet has made it much easier for people to join herds 
they otherwise would not know exist. 


| wrote to someone in Australia this morning, who approached me a few 
weeks ago after reading something | had posted in an online forum about 
the Melchizedek training. She began to have experiences that suggested 
she might enter the Melchizedek training, which in my experience, and in 
the experience of a few other people | have known, is unimaginably difficult. 
It can be likened to what Jesus in the Gospels experienced, and to what his 
disciples experienced after he left them. 


After she sent me this morning an Alex Jones video announcing Tucker 
Carlson had interviewed Vladimir Putin, and to be on the lookout for that 
video, which is about avoiding World War III, | wrote to her: 
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Alex Jones is seriously deranged. 


| agree, the Carlson interview of Putin is really important, and perhaps 
it will be released in full, instead of Tucker only releases what he 
wants the public to see. 


From news reports I’ve read online about the interview, Putin told 
Tucker than he invaded Ukraine because he views parts of Ukraine as 
Russia. That flies squarely against the widely head notion that Putin 
invaded Ukriane because it wanted to get into NATO. Of course, if 
Ukraine was in NATO, do you think Putin would have invaded 
Ukraine? 


You have a woman in Sydney named Caitlin Johnstone, who keeps 
giving Russia a free pass on the Ukraine invasion, and keeps blaming 
the Ukraine president and Joe Biden for not making peace with Putin. 
She has a very large following on Substack. She cherrypicks what she 
wants to sell to her readers, and ignores or insults what she doesn’t 
want her readers to be swayed by. | might do yet another post about 
her today. And Chris Hedges, who also has a very large Substack 
readership, and also cherrypicks. Mainly, they are raising hell about 
Israel and giving Hamas a free pass, when they should be raising hell 
about both. 


If you get caught up a herd like that, or in Trump’s herd, or in Biden’s 
herd, or in any herd, you are in a cult, and you are fucked, spiritually, 
until you leave the herd and see it for what it actually is. 


Here is the lead with a link for the Caitlin Johnstone piece yesterday, into 
which | plunged. 


Pushing Gazans Into Rafah And Then Attacking... 

CAITLIN JOHNSTONE 

FEB 9 

Notes From The Edge Of The Narrative Matrix Listen to a reading of 
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this article (reading by Tim Foley): Israel is reportedly preparing to 
launch a ground assault on Rafah, the southernmost part of the Gaza 
Strip where Gazans have been pushed to flee to. Israel has instructed 
the 1.4 million refugees sheltering there to evacuate, along with the 
hundreds of thousands of people who were already living there before, 
but there doesn’t seem to be anywhere for them to go. This could wind 
up being 


Read — 


https://www.caitlinjohnst.one/p/pushing-gazans-into-rafah-and-then/co 
mments#comment-49278111 


RedDust 


Just a moment of praise for this writer. Does anyone write like 
Johnstone? Anyone at all? I've been reading subversive literature for 
over 55 years and her voice is as powerful and moving as any. So 
necessary in this time. It feels like a voice straight out of the darkness, 
a klaxon call waking us from the narcotic sleep of sociopathic empire. 
And the tenacity! tapping into some well of prodigious energy and 
creativity. Month after month immersing herself in the atrocities and 
brutal savagery of the merciless, destructive juggernaut that is 
Western imperialism. But what an opportunity. When in history has it 
been on such incredibly vivid display? You and Tim are holding 


valuable space for a lot of us out here Caitlin. Grateful, deeply grateful. 


Caitlin Johnstone 
Author 
Thank you so much for your kind words. That means a lot to us. 


ChazLB 

ChazLB’s Newsletter 

All we can hope is that our megar comments can inspire each other to 
do better think better and be better ...you are a life raft in this insanity. 
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gypsy33 

Agree, Chaz. The world has gone batshit crazy and it’s a relief to hear 
a few voices of reason and empathy. 

| feel so goddamned helpless though... 


Realist 

"All we can hope is that our megar comments can inspire each other 
to do better think better and be better ...you are a life raft in this 
insanity." 

How about a solution instead of restating the problem over and over? 


Sloan Bashinsky 


Hi, Realist - 

| agree with you that a lot of pissing and moaning online doesn't 
change anything going on in Gaza, but | imagine Hamas likes all the 
pissing is on Israel. 


I've read most of the comments you invoked here, and | have read 
both Caitlin and Chris Hedges for a good while, and | simply do not 
see a solution that anyone can enforce, force or make happen, 
because | don’t see anyone who can make Israel and Hamas behave 
differently. 


President Biden could cut Israel loose, but Israel would still have 
access to a huge stockpile of U.S. munitions stored in Israel for the 
U.S. military's use in the Middle East. And, Israel has plenty of nuclear 
bombs. 


What | suppose will happen sooner or later is Hamas and Israel grow 
tired of being harassed by the people of Gaza and the people of Israel, 
respectively, and that leads to some sort of truce or armistice, for a 
while. 


Or, Israel sim[ly bombs the rest of Gaza to rubble and it becomes a 
wasteland where people live in tents or bombed-out buildings or 
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makeshift shelters- if they don’t starve to death or a plague sets in and 
kills them. 


Hamas and the man leading Israel and his inner circle are religious 
fanatics. They are convinced God is on their side. They don’t care 
what Caitlin and Hedges or you and | think about them. 


I’m 81 and live in Alabama, USA. | have lots of aches and pains, so 
even if | had a passport, which | don’t. | can’t go to Gaza or Israel and 
make noise in the streets and paint very real bullseyes all over me, 
which | have done in America. 


However, if | lived in Gaza and was still beathing, I’d be really pissed 
at Hamas and | would be letting Hamas know that, and | would be all 
over social media about it until Hamas killed me or made a deal with 
Israel to end the war. 

If I lived in Israel, would do the same thing. 


But | don’t live in either place, and neither does Catiin, who lives in 
way down under (Australia), and Chris Hedges, who lives in America- 
both, like you and me, safe from the bombs, rockets, grenades and 
bullets flying in Gaza. 


| think Hedges should get out of his comfy office and go to the Gaza 
frontlines and interview people in Gaza and learn and report how they 
feel about Hamas. Then, Hedges should walk over into Israel and do 
the same there. Perhaps Caitlin can fly from Australia to do the same. 


As is, they report is second hand from what other people are reporting. 


Or third hand. Or fourth hand. 


| think this is a reasonable suggestion. Caitlin and Hedges have large 
paid subscription numbers. | do not pay Caitlin, but | do pay Hedges, 
because he does not allow free reads. 

Maybe just armchair video gamers like you and me. 


Realist 
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“Maybe just another armchair video gamers like you and me." 
Where did you get the idea that | am a video gamer? | am not. 
The solution to the Deep State problem is to destroy the Deep State. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

As for destroying The Deep State, I’m all ears how you say that can be 
done, but first | suppose | need to see your definition of The Deep 
State, because | have heard different versions of what it is, and | am 
pretty sure what most people’s view of it are of what it is manipulating 
unseen, glad that so many people think they actually know what The 
Deep State actually is. 


Realist 

"As for destroying The Deep State, I’m all ears how you say that can 
be done, but first | suppose | need to see your definition of The Deep 
State..." 

The Deep State is also all ears, therefore | will not describe the tactics 
to someone | do not know. There are a number of ways that can be 
done. The Deep State is the unelected entity that controls this country. 
If you can not understand the concept, you will be of no use. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

| understand the concept in ways most people who talk about The 
Deep State cannot begin to imagine. You said somewhere above that 
revolution is how to defeat The Deep State. You told me The Deep 
State controls “this country”. I’m an American, so | will proceed as if 
you mean America, where Donald Trump is proposing a revolution if 
he wins or loses in 2024. 


You spoke somewhere above of armchair cowards at their keyboards, 
yet you used a fake name, as do many people here use fake names. 
Sometimes using a fake name is necessary to remain alive. 
Sometimes remaining alive is secondary to taking a stand that 
requires being in plain view to do what needs to be done. 
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So, | give you the benefit of the doubt, even though | do not use a fake 
name and | go about pissing off a lot of people at Caitlin’s and Chris 
Hedges’s places, and many other places, using my real name, stating 
where | live. I’m in plain view on Facebook, Substack, the free internet 
library, archive.com, and various google blogspots, and 
non-monetized, ad free The Redneck Mystic Lawyer and The Redneck 
Mystic YouTube podcasts, also watchable by Torrent clients, who are 
far more open to something different than are YouTube, Rumble, 
Spotify, Facebook. X, etc. and Substack users. 


To bring off a revolution, you personally have to put yourself at risk. If 
you do not do that, then you are pretending to be a revolutionist. A 
German theologian named Dietrich Bonhoeffer is attributed to having 
said, “Silence in the face of Evil is itself Evil, God will not hold us 
harmless.” He wrote a very serious book, THE COST OF 
DISCIPLESHIP, in which he compared “cheap grace” to the real thing. 
He and other men tried to kill Adolph Hitler and they were caught and 
executed. 


Hitler was backed by The Deep State, in two ways. The first way can 
be somewhat understood by reading World Without Cancer, about the 
Rothschilds and I.G. Farbin. The other way can be somewhat 
understood by reading THE SPEAR OF DESTINY, by Trevor 
Ravenscroft. 


There is the behind the scenes cabal, some call it the Illuminati, of 
which the first U.S. President Bush was a member. They pull many 
levers people like Joe Biden and Donald Trump cannot begin to 
imagine. They pull Joe Biden and Donald Trump’s levers without them 
knowing it. They profit regardless of who is in the White House, 
regardless of who is in Congress, regardless of who is on the 
Supreme Court. They profit from the war in Gaza. They love the war in 
Gaza. They view Caitlin and Chriss Hedges as pawns, stooges. 
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Good luck beating them, but sometimes there are ways to disturb their 
peace, if you are willing to take personal risks. 


There is a much deeper state, which is not of this world and that is 
what Ravenscroft’s book is about. That deep state pulls the levers of 
the human deep state cabal, and the levers of Joe Biden and Donald 
Trump, and the levers of just about everyone actually. 


The way Caitllin and Chriss Hedges can disturb both deep states’ 
peace and agendas is they get out of their safe armchairs, where the 
are making a good living without much, if any, personal risk, and they 
go to Gaza and talk with a lot of people in Gaza about their view of 
Hamas and Israel, and they publish their findings at their Substacks. 
Then, they go to Israel and they try to get the Israeli government to 
show them their evidence about the October 7 attack and about 
Hamas's infrastructure in Gaza, under hospitals, under the UN relief 
headquarters, and so forth, and Caitlin and Hedges report that at their 
Substacks. 


Right now, Caitlin and Hedges are reporting and commenting what 
other people are reporting and commenting. It's 2nd hand, or 3rd 
hand, or 4th hand. And, Caitlin and Hedges are cherrypicking what 
they wish to report, and they cast as Zionist or American propaganda 
anything that disagrees with them Certainly, there is propaganda, and 
Caitlin and Hedges make it, as well, to support their positions. 


If | were president, | would declassify all U.S . Government UFO files 
which would fuck up just about everything. | would cut Israel loose. | 
would bring my soldiers home to peacefully as possible defend the 
invasion from Mexico and to protect public schools from NRA and U.S. 
Supreme Court-enabled domestic terrorists. | would ban Americans 
from going to Mexico. | would ban people in America from sending 
money to people in Mexico. Until Mexico stops the invasion. | would 
make Dr. Vladimir Zelenko’s cheap, fast, early stage covid cure freely 
available. | would allow the American auto industry to use the 
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road-tested hydrogen from water fuel technology patents in the U.S. 
Patent Office, to make America totally independent of oil within its own 
borders and the Middl East. 


Every day, | would speak for half hour, live TV, to the American public, 
alternating between the different networks. Or, | would livestream a 
podcast every day, if the networks didn’t cooperate. | would not use a 
teleprompter. | would not use a speech writer. | would not use a press 
secretary. 


| would expect to be killed. 


| have given you my perspective, and | would like to hear your strategy 
for disturbing The Deep State’s peace in Palestine and in America. 


Realist 

"| understand the concept in ways most people who talk about The 
Deep State cannot begin to imagine. You said somewhere above that 
revolution is how to defeat The Deep State. You told me The Deep 
State controls “this country”. I’m an American, so | will proceed as if 
you mean America, where Donald Trump is proposing a revolution if 
he wins or loses in 2024." 

Yes, | am an American. The ‘revolution’ Trump is proposing is not the 
type of revolution | mean. He is proposing to work within the system as 
President. This will never work; there is no system as most Americans 
think of it. He supposedly tried that the first time. My take on Trump is 
he is rather naive (being generous) or controlled opposition. He chose 
his administration from the ranks of Deep State minions. He acted as 
an operative of the Deep State. If he believed in the United States, he 
would have pardoned Assange and Snowden. 

"There is the behind the scenes cabal, some call it the Illuminati, of 
which the first U.S. President Bush was a member. They pull many 
levers people like Joe Biden and Donald Trump cannot begin to 
imagine. They pull Joe Biden and Donald Trump's levers, without them 
knowing it. They profit regardless of who is in the White House, 
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regardless of who is in Congress, regardless of who is on the 
Supreme Court." 

Yes, that is my position, except both Biden and Trump understand the 
situation. 

At the end of WWII, the United States was the consummate 
winner...nobody laid a glove on us. The two great oceans were a 
significant factor. The CIA was born in 1947 from the remnants of the 
OSS. Over the ensuing sixteen years, it became the muscle behind 
those of the rapacious, megalomaniac persuasion (Deep State). On a 
beautiful fall day in 1963, when a CIA bullet entered the front of JFK's 
head and spewed his brain onto the trunk of the Presidential limo, the 
governmental system of the US was changed forever. All US 
Presidents after that were titular. Read 'The Brothers: John Foster 
Dulles, Allen Dulles, and Their Secret World War' by Stephen Kinzer 

| use a pseudonym, not to 'hide' from the powers that be but to avoid 
the riff-raff from emailing me and visiting my abode with ill intent. 
Those in control can find my identity in seconds. 


Sloan Bashinsky 
Well said, thank you. 


President Kennedy, his brother Bobby, Martin Luther King and Malcom 
X all opposed America at war in Vietnam and they all were shot and 
killed. 


| don’t see any chance of a revolution that will fix America. But | can 
imagine a Civil War if Trump loses in 2024. 


Realist 

"President Kennedy, his brother Bobby, Martin Luther King and 
Malcom X all opposed America at war in Vietnam and they all were 
shot and killed." 

That is true, but in JFK's case, | believe his assassination was at the 
behest of Allen Dulles, mainly in retaliation for his firing by Kennedy 
one year earlier. 
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Sloan Bashinsky 


in 2005, | met a man who said he worked for the CIA in Vietnam when 
France was trying to retake Vietnam, and although outwardly America 
was supporting France, his units mission was to help Ho Chi Minh 
beat France, because America wanted Vietnam’s rubber trees and 
other natural resources for itself. He said Ho wanted to do business, 
but America asked too much and, not caring for China, Ho sought the 
Soviet Union’s help. Kennedy didn’t want America to be at war in Nam. 
War is very big business. President Eisenhower warned Americans 
about the military industrial complex. | watched President Johnson 
promise on national TV that he would not send American boys to die in 
a war in Asia. Then, he did just that. What changed his mind? He 
wanted to keep breathing? His family was threatened? His hound dog 
was threatened? :-) 
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Mystery reigns as the beatings continue until morale improves 


THE BEATINGS WILL CONTINQOE 


ONTIL MORALE IMPROVES 


This post today about mystery and surprise wanders a bit between 
Birmingham and other places and the Florida Keys/Key West, but | think it 
all gets sewn together by the end, perhaps a patchwork quilt of sorts. 


In my email this morning: 


Rer 


SON 
Outlaws 


I am Content to Live in the Mystery 
By: Henry Miller 


POETIC OUTLAWS 
FEB 11, 2024 
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| have a theory that the moment one gives close attention to anything, 
even a blade of grass, it becomes a mysterious, awesome, 
indescribably magnificent world in itself. 


| have tried this experiment a thousand times and | have never been 
disappointed. 


The more | look at a thing, the more | see in it, and the more | see in it, 
the more | want to see. It is like peeling an onion. 


There is always another layer, and another, and another. And each 
layer is more beautiful than the last. 


This is the way | look at the world. | don't see it as a collection of 
objects, but as a vast and mysterious organism. 


| see the beauty in the smallest things, and | find wonder in the most 
ordinary events. | am always looking for the hidden meaning, the 
secret message. | am always trying to understand the mystery of life. 


| Know that | will never understand everything, but that doesn't stop me 
from trying. 


| am content to live in the mystery, to be surrounded by the unknown. 


| am content to be a seeker, a pilgrim, a traveler on the road to 
nowhere. 


You can find this passage in Henry Miller’s fantastic book—Black 
Spring. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

Sloan’s Newsletter 

It is my experience that mystery is essential to soul development, for if 
we know how everything will turn out, what is the point of living? If we 
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do not get ruffled, disturbed, surprised, disappointed, pleased, 
infuriated by what life serves, that would be really boring. 


In January 1994, | started attending a church service of sorts in a 
rented hall in a commercial building. Each Sunday morning, someone 
responsible for the meeting talked about this or that. 


After a few weeks, as a meeting came to close, a man, whom | had 
not seen there before, came forward from the back of the meeting hall 
and faced the gathering and told us to all close our eyes and ask God 
what we can best do to serve God? 


That was the first mention of God | had heard in that “church”. 


| closed my eyes and silently asked God what | could do to best serve 
God? Into my inner vision came a white quill writing pen. Tears welled 
in my eyes. | opened my eyes and got up and left. 


That night after dinner, sitting with my diary and. a ballpoint pen in my 
“sitting chair” in my wife’s and my bedroom, looking out the window at 
an old, majestic black willow tree and a big moon behind its branches, 
| opened my diary and put my pen on the paper and one word at a 
time started appearing, as if | was taking dictation, and | started 
bawling, and that went on every night for weeks, and then it stopped, 
and | typed it all up into my computer and then made it into a little 
saddle stitched pamphlet, which | named “A Crazy Person’s Bible”, 
because any one who lived God would have to be crazy to live as God 
wanted them to live, turning the other cheek, praying for our enemies, 
taking no thought for the morrow, it is more blessed to receive, first 
take the beam out of our own eye, etc. 


Then, | had a couple of hundred copies made at a Kinkos and | put 
them in a cardboard box and took them to the mall where | lied to hang 
out during day time, and at night, when street performers were there. | 
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set the box on a bench and | left. Later | came back and retrieved the 
box and what pamphlets were left in it and went home. 


| kept doing that, and | kept printing more copies, and | kept doing that, 
and then a sequel came, and did it all again, and another sequel 
came, and | did it all again, and then it played out. And, then | wrote 
two novels at the same time, and finished writing them both on the 
same day. 


Then, my life there imploded and | moved away and all those writings 
remained there and cannot be reproduced. 


By then, | was beginning to use the internet, and in time | wrote maybe 
50 thousand pages on blogs on goodmorningkeywest.com and 
goodmorningfloridakeys.com, which | paid the owner of 
bigpinekey.com to create for me, which developed a pretty good 
following. 


Then, | got tangled in something in Key West, which | could have 
avoided, but if | had, | would not have learned a lot of things | didn’t 
know, which were very important. the cost was the two blogs were 
taken down by the web host host and were lost, unless | knew how to 
use cache to retrieve them, which | did not. The hotmail account where 
| had sent out blasts of the blog posts to quite a few people got shut 
down, because | forgot the password and hotmail became outlook, 
and all those emails were lost. 


| started a new blog, afoolsworkneverends.blogspot.com, and kept 
posting there daily for several years. Then, | started writing non-fiction 
books and novels again, and | put them on blogs until they were done, 
and then | put the entire book on the blogs’ home page. A friend 
converted them so they could be read at the free internet library, 
archive.com, where they were, and are, read by people all over the 
world. 
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My friend digitized my first novel and a book had written where the 
meltdown occurred, and he put them in the free internet library. 


Because of him, the internet, and the free library, | will live on Earth for 
so long as that library exists, which might or might not be a good thing, 
depending on who is asked. 


Here is the mystery poem written by the white quill pin and ended up 
in A Crazy Person’s Bible. 


“Rosa Mystica” 


Rosa Mystica, 

Sweet Mystery, 

Bride of Christ, 

Living Water 

without which 

God is dead 

and there are no rainbows. 


Linda OReilly 

“Then, | got tangled in something | could have avoided, but if | had, | 
would not have learned a lot of things | didn’t know, which were very 
important.“ 

Too true. If | had avoided all the things | should have avoided I'd be a 
lot dumber than | am right now. 


Sloan Bashinsky 
Hilarious, Amen, Praise the Lord, F-ing A! :-) 


In a dream around dawn this morning, February 12, 2023, Alabama’s 
recently retired GOAT (greatest of all time) football coach Nick Saban told 
me that | should take up running again. We were in the Florida Keys, 
around where my father’s 2nd home was on Lower Matecumbe Key. The 
previous Owner was an avid fisherman and had called the home “The Fish 
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House,” and that what my father called it. | told Coach Saban that | didn’t 
know about that, running might hurt my back. He nodded to his left, down 
US 1 a ways, and said there are a lot of pins down there. 


In 2011, | injured my low back doing an isometric exercise in my trailer 
on Little Torch Key. Standing in a doorway and using my legs and arms and 
hands to push up against the top of a door jam, | felt something snap and | 
was barely able to move for weeks. Last year, an MRI showed my L4 and 
L5 had fused naturally. 


When Coach Saban retired in early January of this year, | hoped he 
would run for the U.S. Congress, like Auburn’s head football coach Tommy 
Tuberville had done. Tuberville got elected by saying he would do whatever 
Donald Trump told him to do. | seriously doubt Coach Saban would do 
whatever Donald Trump told him to do. 


So, | wondered if the dream wasn’t about jogging, but was about running 
for office, which | did 10 times when | lived in Key West and on Little Torch 
Key, the island just below Big Pine Key. US 1 runs from Florida City all the 
way down to Key West. 


| remembered what | had posted at poetic outlaws yesterday, and that 
before | turned in last night, | had asked God to show me what | can do to 


best serve God? 


| wondered if maybe it was not a lot of pins down US 1, but a lot of pens? 


A 
A 


| sure penned a whole lot of pages down there on 
goodmonringkeywest.com and goodmorningfloridakeys.com, and on 


oe 
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bigpinekey.com’s popular Coconut Telegraph forum, and there are lots of 
poets and some successful writers in Key West. It olden times, Ernest 
Hemingway, Robert Frost and Tennessee Williams lived there. 


But for me to live there again, run for local office again, wouldn't that be, 
been there, done that? Many times. 


In 2006, | ran for the Monroe County Commission, when | lived in my 
trailer on Little Torch Key. | friend in Georiga gave me serveral hundred 
“Re-Elect No One” bumper decals, which were left over from something he 
once had gotten involved in. 


| ran as an Independent against the Republican incumbent. 


My campaign mantra was, “No more new development, period, the end. 
The Florida Keys already are way over developed and there is not a person 
living here who can look in a mirror and honestly say otherwise.” 


| got about 1/3 of the votes cast. 


In 2010, there was a Democrat challenger as well, and got about 10 
percent of the votes cast. 


Living in Key West, | ran 6 times for mayor of that city, starting 2003, 
once for county commissioner, 2008, and once for school board 2011, and 
didn’t get enough votes in any of those races to cause a ripple in a dead 
calm bayou. 


| was the out of the box candidate, the minority report. My constituents 
were Mother Nature and her sea and land creatures and vegetation, 
affordable housing, and homeless people. 


Land and water polluters, developers and their lawyers and captured 


elected officials, and law enforcement officers who were rough on 
homeless people were my prey. 
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| said every time | ran that it was because God told me to run, if | knew 
what was good for me. 


| was told several times that | might have gotten elected if | had not 
mentioned God, or angels. 


My goodmorningfloridakeys.com and goodmorningkeywest.com blogs 
might be lost forever, but afoolsworkneverends.blogspot.com, dormant for 
some time, can be woken up and put back to work. Or, perhaps a new blog 
might hatch. 


But haven't | been there and done that? Many times. 


When last year (2003) | wrote the novella, Return of the Strange, the 
sequel to Heavy Wait: A Strange Tale (2001), inspired by a street performer 
| had met in Key West, | wondered if maybe | might end up back in the 
Florida Keys, because some of Return of the Strange is about the invasive 
species, humans, raping and pillaging the Florida Keys, and infesting the 
ocean with flesh-eating bacteria, which is never told to the tourists. 


Here are links and descriptions/leads for both tales at the free internet 
library: 


https://archive.org/details/heavy-wait-a-strange-tale_202212 


This free book starts with an earthly and metaphysical romp about how 
the novel came to be written, what it was like for Sloan while he wrote 
it, and his irreverent philosophy of writing, poetry and living - preferring 
to be a frog instead of a prince. 

The novel is based on a storyline given to Sloan by street performer 
Birdie McLaine, whom Sloan met in Key West, 2001. Sloan told Birdie 
he had pretty much lived about half of the storyline the year before. 

A non-stop romp. A cornicopia of love, loss, lottery winnings, 
psychiatry, fishing, law, kidnapping, paradise mating, incest healing, 
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human greed, criminal prosecution, karma, incarceration and spirit set 
in Birmingham, Alabama, Port St. Joe and Apalachicola, Florida, and 
the Caribbean garden island, Dominica. 

The main characters, Mary Lou Snow, Riley Strange and Willa Sue 
Jenkins are a the gods must be crazy menage de trois only a mystic, 
or a street performer, could dream up. The supporting actors are 
loveable, detestable, unforgettable. 

There really is no way to describe Heavy Wait in writing, or verbally, 
and do it justice. 

It is not for the faint of heart, prudes, people who hate lawyers, lawyers 
who think they are hot stuff, people who think Jesus loves them no 
matter what they do. It is not for anyone, who doesn’t have a helluva 
sense of humor and a fertile imagination. 

Sloan wrote the story stone cold sober without any chemical 
assistance, There was a good bit of other world assistance. 

Sloan still believes God wrote the story, and he was just along for the 
ride, trying to keep up with the many unexpected twists and turns, 
which perhaps a novelist like Tom Robbins, who wrote Just Another 
Roadside Attractions, Even Cowgirls Get the Blues and Jitterbug 
Perfume might appreciate. 


Sloan doubts a novelist like John Grisham would like Heavy Wait. 
Perhaps minor actor Stepehen King would like it. Perhaps not. 


Same for Oprah, the principal supporting actress. 


https://archive.org/details/retun-of-the-strange-v-20 202306 


The long awaited sequel to Heavy Wait. This book had a gestational 
cycle of years and it is a rip roaring romp through America and both 
the kindness and also the dark heart of the American experience. 
Equally moving, sometimes you will laugh, sometimes you will cry, 
sometimes you will not know whether to continue, and sometimes you 
won't be able to tear yourself away from this STRANGE tale of Riley 
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and his paradise mated wyrd love, Willa Sue, who thought of living in 
the Florida Keys, but something unexpected happened. 


Larry King and Oprah Winfrey and lot of Americans wanted the hero, 
Riley Strange, to run for president, but something unexpected happened. 


As for me, | have two doctors in Birmingham, who keep me going. One 
probably can be replaced by a doctor in the Florida Keys, but the other is 
the reason | still can talk. He developed a laser treatment to mow back and 
keep at bay a viral growth on my vocal cord. Either the angels take his 
place, or | have to return to Birmingham every six months to see him. 


| don’t know if | have the stamina to make that long drive any more. | 
can’t imagine | have the stamina to pack up and leave Birmingham and 
move Key West and find a place to live and move in and unpack what the 
movers bring down from Birmingham. 


| would miss a lot of people in Birmingham, whom | met and came to 
know pretty well after | moved back to my home town in 2019, after 
hanging out a while in Tuscaloosa, sleeping nights in a spare bedroom in 
the home of my children’s mother. 


| know | am a strange bird. | did not find anyone in Key West, aka Key 
Weird, where the weird go pro, who was anywhere near as weird as me- 
until 2017, when | met “Bob”, who now does the tech work for our Redneck 
Mystic Lawyer podcasts, and who gets my books into the free internet 
library, archive.org. 


In March 2118, as | rode my conch cruiser bicycle to Hometown Pac's 
call to candidates at Salute Ristorante on Higgs Beach in Key West, where 
that event always took place, it came to me out of the blue what | would say 
during my time before the audience. 


When | was called up to the speakers’ stand by my good friend Todd 
German, who presided over Hometown Pac candidate events, chuckles 
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and groans came from the audience. Todd handed me the mic, and | 
looked at the audience and said, “Everyone here knows Key West is an 
open air insane asylum.” Laughter and nodding heads from the audience. 
“And that I'm the head lunatic.” Laughter and nodding heads form the 
audience. “So why not make it official? Sloan for Mayor!' Groans from the 
audience. 


| was way too wyrd even for Key Weird. 
So, why would | do that again? 


Besides, | fucking detest politics, which | made crystal clear every time | 
ran for office in Key West and the Florida Keys, and that but for God 
threatening me, | would not have run. 


Yet, | confess that | do enjoy poking politics and seeing the response, 
and it’s a lot more fun poking in person, at candidate events, in city and 
county commission meetings, than on a blog or in a podcast, where there is 
no live interaction with the pokees and the spectators. 


So while what lies ahead is a total mystery to me, what's behind is 
crystal clear. 


America is so totally fucked up that SNAFU is history and FUBAR reigns. 


| have painted that in many posts at this mock presidential campain blog, 
and in many episodes of The Redneck Mystic Lawyer Podcast at Torrent 
platforms, and The Redneck Mystic Lawyer Podcast and the Redneck 
Mystic Podcast at YouTube. Same material, different platforms. 


So, can’t help but wonder what Coach Saban tried to tell me around 
dawn today? 
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Do another podcast? Not for a while. Bob has really serious medical stuff 
that’s laid him low. But my fingers and laptop keyboard still work pretty 
good. 


Perhaps the answer lies in why | got into politics in the first place? 


In late December 2000, | got on a Greyhound bus in Los Angeles headed 
to Key West, where | would begin another stint of living on the street. When 
the bus reached Tallahassee, the seat of the Florida government, | fell 
asleep. The federal judge for whom | clerked after graduating from the 
Alabama School of Law, who ran the Democratic Party in Alabama from his 
judge chambers, except for the George Wallace faction, came to me ina 
dream and said he was thinking about getting into politics. | replied that | 
didn’t think that was s good idea, but, Knowing him, he was going to do it. | 
woke up knowing | was fucked. 


| can’t imagine fucking up America worse if | were president, and maybe 
America. Or maybe | would fuck it up worse that might be just what is 
needed? 

| said quite a few times at goodmorningkeywest.com and 
goodmorningflooridakeys.com that | am a mere bait shrimp and the 
fisherman is God. 

Here’s a submission | emailed today to bigpinekey.com’s Coconut 
Telegraph. Big Pine Key is the home of the key deer. My mechanic friend in 
the submission is “Bob”. 

Re: hydrogen-powered cars and trucks submission 


Hi, Deer Ed - 


Hope all is well with you. 
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| have a friend, who knows a whole lot about cars and trucks, tractors, 
motorcycles, and anything that uses a gasoline or diesel engine. He 
can take apart Ferraris, Lotuses, Porches, American cars and trucks, 
motor cycles, and tractors, and put them back together. 


He wonders where will be stored all the several thousand pound toxic 
waste batteries in electric cars after the batteries die? | wonder where 
people like me, who live in apartment buildings and have to park our 
cars and trucks on streets, will charge our new electric cars after our 
old gasoline-powered cars die and go to the junkyard with their tiny 
toxic waste batteries? 


My friend said there are several patents in the US Patent Office for 
automotive engines built to use electrolysis to separate hydrogen from 
water and the hydrogen powers cars and trucks. He said the 
technology was road tested in existing cars by car makers, and it 
worked great. On a quart of water, a sedan traveled several hundred 
miles. He said the technology can be installed existing and new 
vehicles. 


He said The Atomic Energy Commission, egged on by the oil industry, 
declared the patented technology could be used to make nuclear 
weapons, so it cannot be used by auto and truck makers. He said it 
would take a very long time using the technology to make enough 
radioactive material to make even one nuclear weapon, and anyone 
working on the project would die of radiation poisoning long before the 
weapon was made. 


I’m a tech idiot, but he convinced me that something is rotten in the 
Atomic Energy Commission. | already knew something was rotten in 


the oil industry. 


Imagine hydrogen-powered cars and trucks putting Tesla and the 
Chinese Tesla knockoff out of business. 
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Imagine hydrogen-powered cars putting Saudi Arabia, the Middle East 
and Russia out of business. 


Imagine America having no reason at all to be involved in the Middle 
East. 


Just another fool 
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The problem with belonging to a pollitical party is it is a cult and only sees 
what it wants to see 


The problem with belonging to a political party is it creates an inherent 
conflict of interest its members when their party, or its leader or leaders, 
screw up. Do party members then do the my party right or wrong, or do 
they call a spade a spade? 


| think political parties are secular religious, aka, cults. I’m a political 
independent and have no inner conflicts about poking political parties and 
their leaders when they miss the mark, and giving them attaboys when 
they hit it. 


| posted on my Facebook timeline: 


Sloan Bashinsky 
February 10 


As | read Amendment 25, it will take V.P. Kamala Harris joining in to 
remove Biden from the presidency, and | don’t see that happening, but 
| imagine Trump and the Republicans will make plenty more noise 
about it and it won't help Biden at the polls. Biden responded poorly on 
TV yesterday to what’s in the Special Counsel’s report. 


Amendment 25, Section 4 
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Whenever the Vice President and a majority of either the principal 
officers of the executive departments or of such other body as 
Congress may by law provide, transmit to the President pro tempore of 
the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives their 
written declaration that the President is unable to discharge the 
powers and duties of his office, the Vice President shall immediately 
assume the powers and duties of the office as Acting President. 
Thereafter, when the President transmits to the President pro tempore 
of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives his 
written declaration that no inability exists, he shall resume the powers 
and duties of his office unless the Vice President and a majority of 
either the principal officers of the executive department or of such 
other body as Congress may by law provide, transmit within four days 
to the President pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives their written declaration that the President is 
unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office. Thereupon 
Congress shall decide the issue, assembling within forty-eight hours 
for that purpose if not in session. If the Congress, within twenty-one 
days after receipt of the latter written declaration, or, if Congress is not 
in session, within twenty-one days after Congress is required to 
assemble, determines by two-thirds vote of both Houses that the 
President is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, 
the Vice President shall continue to discharge the same as Acting 
President; otherwise, the President shall resume the powers and 
duties of his office. 


Joan 
President Biden's response by mixing ip some names does not 
rise to that level....... at all. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

Ronald Reagen said he could not remember crucial 
(incriminating) details of the Iran Contra affair, | saw him say that 
on TV. Trump says stuff all the time that isn’t true, but his 
lemmings believe him. But, Amendment 25, by its very wording, 
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requires the vice president, to sign on to invoking it, and surely 
the Republicans pushing to invoke 25 against Biden have actually 
read it? Or, they can’t read? Or, they need court appointed 
guardians? Or, they should walk out in front of the next speeding 
bus and do themselves and America a favor? 


In my email this morning, from Al.com’s John Archibald, who often nails 
bull shit squarely on the head: 


Archibald: Whites will soon be a minority in Alabama 
schools, so the state will pay students to leave 


Here we go again, Alabama. 


| went to Banks High School in Birmingham. It was famous for football 
in its day. 


Johnny Musso. Jeff Rutledge. A kid named Jimmy Haywood as 
smooth as anyone | ever saw. 


In 1977, the year before | started as a freshman, 239 kids graduated 
as seniors, according to the Banks yearbook, Contrails.” 


Nine out of every 10 of them were white. 
By the time | graduated in 1981 my senior class was 66% white. 


By 1984, the kids who were freshmen when | was a senior graduated 
in a class that was 56% white. 


Three years after that, in 1987, the senior class was 37% white. 
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You see where I’m going. You see how it went. 


Two years later the Birmingham School Board turned Banks into a 
middle school. It later closed, though the name has since been 
adopted by a private academy. 


It is the story of schools all over the South. 


It took Birmingham, a place synonymous with civil rights struggles, 
twenty years after Brown v. Board of Education to really integrate its 
schools. It took less time than that to resegregate. 


There was white flight in the ‘70s and ‘80s, and Black flight since. A 
school system that was 70,000 strong when George Wallace shouted 
— predicted, as it turned out — “segregation forever” has lost 71% of its 
enrollment in the time since. Birmingham City Schools are about 1% 
white now. 


It’s not just Birmingham. School systems in Montgomery, Huntsville 
and Mobile — though different in many ways — are all majority minority, 


according to U.S. News education reports. 


And the state itself is now on that precipice. 


White kids make up just 51% of public school students, while 32% are 
Black and 11% Hispanic, according to the Public Affairs Research 


Council of Alabama. As that group put it in January, “this year’s 
enrollment continues a long-term trend. In 2000, 62% of students were 


white, and the percentage of Hispanic students barely registered.” 
And here we go again. 


Because flight has a new name, a new engine: School choice. 
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Gov. Kay Ivey and assorted lawmakers last week unveiled a bill that 
will designate $100 million in state money to pull from the public 
schools and hand it — in increments of up to $7,000 in tax credits per 
student — to those who would like to fly. 


Click here to read the rest, about Alabama's plans (and my problems 
with it). 


Poetry 

| love my job. And one of the things | like most about it is interacting 
with readers. Some send me their own writings from time to time, and 
some comes in the form of poetry. 


| have been touched often by the words of Billy Field of Tuscaloosa. | 
asked him if | could share this piece with you, and he kindly agreed. 


It struck home just a bit: 


God does not let you remember 

God does not let you know 

Does not let you remember 

The last time you held your son 

In your arms 

And carried him 

When he was small enough to carry 
But almost big enough you could not. 


God does not let you remember 

The last time. 

He does not say 

(when it is happening), 

“This is it. This is the last time.” 

Because He knows you could not take it. 
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Maybe He knows 
That if you did know 
You would never put him down. 


Those things just happen 

Like something that happens while you're asleep 
And then, years later, you think about it 

And you say, “Yeah, that happened... 

But | don’t remember it. 

| don’t remember exactly when it happened.” 


--Billy Field, Tuscaloosa 
My email to John Archibald: 
Great job on white flight. 


Alas, the God does not let us remember poem is ... horseshit? .... 
political propaganda? 


| remember very well that just before my last semester at the 
University of Alabama School of Law, early September 1967, my 
7-week old son died of what then was called crib death and today is 
called sudden infant death syndrome. 


The Alabama School of Law is in Tuscaloosa. 


353 


Palestine Valentine’s 


After | moved from Colorado back to Alabama in the fall of 1995 with my 
heart in shreds and my head spinning, clueless that the 4-year dark night of 
the soul, which had lifted in June of that year, would be followed by a 16 
month-black night of the soul, which would make the dark night seem like 
heaven, this little poem fell out of me, which entered my thoughts this 
Valentine’s Day morning. 


Love without Truth 
is mush, 

Truth without love 
is harsh, 

They live together, 
or die. 


| spent a good while yesterday wrangling with readers of a report from 
the Australian Caitlin Johnstone, who subscribed to my substack last year 
and then invited me to subscribe to hers, which | did, since | didn’t have to 
pay anything. 


Here is the first part of Caitlin’s report, clicking the link will bring up all of 
it. 
Ignore What Western Officials Say About Israel; Watch Their 
Actions Instead 
https://www.caitlinjohnst.one/p/continuing-to-support-israel-at-this 


Continuing To Support Israel At This Point Just Means You're A 
Garbage Human Being 


| am so fucking done with people handwringing about October 7 while 
Israel has been October 7ing the Gazans every day since.| am so 
fucking done with people handwringing about October 7 while Israel 
has been October 7ing the Gazans every day since. | am so fucking 
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done with people handwringing about October 7 while Israel has been 
October 7ing the Gazans every day since. 

Four months. This has been happening for four months. If you're still 
supporting Israel after four months of atrocities, then you’re just a 
shitty human being. After four months you’ve lost any possible claim to 
have overreacted to October 7 in the emotional heat of the moment, 
and this is just who you are as a person. 

If you can even excuse genocide to justify your continuing support for 
a nation or political party, then you can excuse literally anything. There 
is absolutely nothing the leaders of your political faction could possibly 
do that would cause you to stop supporting them. If this isn’t your red 
line, then you don't have any red lines. 

What this means is that your politics are not actually guided by any 
interest in truth or ethics; they are guided solely and exclusively by 
arbitrary team loyalty. You cheer for your side for the exact same 
reason someone born in Texas cheers for the Dallas Cowboys. You 
might make up some grander reasons for your support which involve 
appeals to truth and morality, but you’ve made a liar of yourself and 
proved those reasons false by the fact that you are currently excusing 
an actual, literal genocide. 

Four months. This has been happening for four months. If you're still 
supporting Israel after four months of atrocities, then you’re just a 
shitty human being. After four months you've lost any possible claim to 
have overreacted to October 7 in the emotional heat of the moment, 
and this is just who you are as a person. 

If you can even excuse genocide to justify your continuing support for 
a nation or political party, then you can excuse literally anything. There 
is absolutely nothing the leaders of your political faction could possibly 
do that would cause you to stop supporting them. If this isn’t your red 
line, then you don't have any red lines. 
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What this means is that your politics are not actually guided by any 
interest in truth or ethics; they are guided solely and exclusively by 
arbitrary team loyalty. You cheer for your side for the exact same 
reason someone born in Texas cheers for the Dallas Cowboys. You 
might make up some grander reasons for your support which involve 
appeals to truth and morality, but you’ve made a liar of yourself and 
proved those reasons false by the fact that you are currently excusing 
an actual, literal genocide. 

Four months. This has been happening for four months. If you're still 
supporting Israel after four months of atrocities, then you’re just a 
shitty human being. After four months you’ve lost any possible claim to 
have overreacted to October 7 in the emotional heat of the moment, 
and this is just who you are as a person. 

If you can even excuse genocide to justify your continuing support for 
a nation or political party, then you can excuse literally anything. There 
is absolutely nothing the leaders of your political faction could possibly 
do that would cause you to stop supporting them. If this isn’t your red 
line, then you don't have any red lines. 

What this means is that your politics are not actually guided by any 
interest in truth or ethics; they are guided solely and exclusively by 
arbitrary team loyalty. You cheer for your side for the exact same 
reason someone born in Texas cheers for the Dallas Cowboys. You 
might make up some grander reasons for your support which involve 
appeals to truth and morality, but you’ve made a liar of yourself and 
proved those reasons false by the fact that you are currently excusing 
an actual, literal genocide... 


| made this comment and the fun began. 
Sloan Bashinsky 
This article was in my newsfeed this morning, by someone who lived 


in Gaza and whose family is still there. The last sentence is, "Hamas is 
not fighting Israel. They're destroying Gaza." 


356 


Hamas Built Tunnels Beneath My Family’s Home in Gaza. Now It 
Lies in Ruin alongside countless other homes in northern Gaza. 


JEHAD AL-SAFTAWI 

JEHAD AL-SAFTAWI IS THE AUTHOR OF MY GAZA: A CITY IN 
PHOTOGRAPHS AND IS FOUNDER OF REFUGEEYE, A 
NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION WHICH SUPPORTS REFUGEE 
JOURNALISTS. 


It’s been seven years since | escaped my embattled city of Gaza and 
came to the U.S. On Thanksgiving, my mother sent me a photo of a 
felled 16-ft. tree in southern Gaza, where my family has been 
sheltering these last weeks. Ten of my relatives are standing on 
asphalt, surrounding the trunk, and one of them is hacking off its limbs. 
It’s impossible to obtain cooking gas, and this tree is now the firewood 
that will allow them to prepare their next meal. 

Since Hamas's atrocious attacks on Oct. 7—leaving around 1,200 
people dead, the largest mass killing of Jews on a single day since the 
Holocaust—the systems that supply Gaza’s food, water, and medicine 
are in urgent decline as Israel carries out its ongoing bombardment of 
Gaza in return. At least 27,000 Palestinians have died since, 
thousands of whom are reportedly Hamas fighters, and some 1.7 
million of Gaza’s 2.3 million people displaced along with tens of 
thousands of Israelis by ongoing rocket fire from Hezbollah in southern 
Lebanon. Much of Gaza is now reduced to rubble. But the sense of 
disorder and emergency in the Strip today stretches much further into 
the past. 

Since Hamas's violent takeover of Gaza in 2007, the bustling and 
beautiful streets | knew have been dominated by terrorist chaos. 
Hamas is driven by an ideological stand originating in the concept of 
annihilating the state of Israel and replacing it with an Islamic 
Palestinian one. In striving to make this a reality, Hamas has continued 
to normalize violence and militarization in every aspect of public and 
private life in Gaza. They have in the process obliterated the chances 
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of a successful Palestinian state alongside Israel, even if the prospect 
of one had increasingly looked dim amid successive Israeli 
governments that worked against that. 

We lived in my father Imad’s family building and saved money for 
nearly 18 years until we were able to build our own house in the north 
of Gaza. The first sign that Hamas was building tunnels underneath 
our house came in July 2013, while the house was under construction. 
Our soon-to-be new neighbor, Um Yazid Salha, got in touch with my 
mother Saadia to ask why my brother Hamza and | always come to 
the site after midnight. 

The two-story construction site was surrounded by a wall and two 
gates. And every night we were all in the apartment at our family 
building, where the door closes and locks at 10 p.m. without fail. “No 
one comes or goes after 10,” my mother told Um Yazid. 

The next day | went to the construction site with my mother and 
Hamza. After a quick look around, we saw nothing amiss. But when 
we examined the site more closely, we found several concrete slabs in 
the area under the interior staircase, each about 1.5-ft. long. We also 
found an area with newly moved soil to the right of our house and the 
wall surrounding it. 

My brother Hamza and | dug a depth of 1.5 ft. in that soil as our 
mother looked on. We would soon hit a metal gate, sealed with a lock. 
We had no idea what it was or why it was there. Hamza and | quickly 
covered the area with soil again and went directly to our neighbor’s 
house. 

Ahead of our visit, Um Yazid told us that every few nights she would 
look out the windows of her four-story building at the wall surrounding 
our house and see the arrival of a medium transport vehicle. People 
would exit the van and hang a large piece of plastic tarp to obscure 
what they were doing. They would hear sounds of loading and 
unloading and feel the vibrations of digging coming from the empty 
piece of land behind our houses. She suspected someone was digging 
a tunnel. 

The day after we inspected the house, Um Yazid called to say that the 
men had returned in the night. My mother didn’t want me to go, but | 
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put on my clothes and headed alone to the unfinished home. When | 
reached the iron door of the house, | began to hear the movement of 
people inside the house. | knocked on the door. A masked person 
opened the door and asked me to step back a bit. Then he closed the 
door behind him and asked who | was. | defiantly told him that | am the 
owner of the house. “Who are you?” | asked. 

Meeting masked men is something we are used to in different aspects 
of Gazan life. We argued. | told him my uncle, who was a member of 
Hamas and prosecutor in its government, would stop them from 
building a tunnel. The masked man insisted they would continue as 
they pleased. He said | should not be afraid and that this would just be 
a small closed room to remain buried underground. No one can enter 
or exit. He said that only in the case of an Israeli ground invasion in 
this area and the displacement of residents would these rooms be 
used to supply weapons. 

“We don’t want to live above a stockpile of weapons,” | told him, just 
before he forced me to leave. 

Construction continued, and Um Yazid continued to report to us about 
late night activity. Hamza and | visited every few weeks, always finding 
the same gate, never sure what we could do, or what was really 
happening behind it. Our uncle assured us we had nothing to fear. 

In February 2014, | got married and left my family’s house. The same 
year, my mother, Hamza, and my two young sisters moved to the 
newly finished house. Before they did, Hamza and | dug again and this 
time found nothing but sand for 3 ft., then a large cement slab. We 
covered it over, believing Hamas had finally closed off the “room” at 
our uncle’s insistence. 

In the years since, my family or their neighbors heard sounds or 
movements from time to time. They wondered sometimes if there 
really were tunnels, if they were active. My family was too afraid to 
speak about this with anyone, so it was our secret. It felt shameful 
even though we knew we were deeply opposed to whatever Hamas 
had done on the other side of that cement slab. 

When something goes unspoken for so long, it begins to feel 
impossible that the truth will ever be known. | always looked forward to 
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a time in the future when my family and others like us would be 
allowed to speak about these tunnels, about the perilous life Hamas 
has forced upon Gazans. Now that | am determined to speak openly 
about it, | don’t know if it even matters. 

My family evacuated to the south shortly after Oct. 7. Months after, we 
received photos of our house and neighborhood, both of which are in 
ruins. | may never know if the house was destroyed by Israeli strikes 
or fighting between Hamas and Israel. But the result is the same. Our 
home, and far too many in our community, were flattened alongside 
priceless history and memories. 

And this is the legacy of Hamas. They began destroying my family 
home in 2013 when they built tunnels beneath it. They continued to 
threaten our safety for a decade—we always knew we might have to 
vacate at a moment's notice. We always feared violence. Gazans 
deserve a true Palestinian government, which supports its citizens’ 
interests, not terrorists carrying out their own plans. Hamas is not 
fighting Israel. They're destroying Gaza. 


CarbonCopy 
Right the old "Hamas using children as Human Shields" bullshit story. 
It's GENOCIDE AND THERE ISN'T ANY EXCUSE! 


Sloan Bashinsky 
Based on everything | have seen reported, it looks to me that Hamas 
used all of the people of Gaza as human shields. 


Mr. Raven 

Whisper from the trees 

Shut up you Zionist liar. Get your hands out my pocket using my tax 

dollars to fund your horrific mass murder of children,. Leave the U.S. 
and take your ZOG agents and Nikki Haley with you and never come 
back! 


Sloan Bashinsky 


360 


Heh, | would love to see Nikki Haley, and Donald Trump, Kari Lake, 
Sarah Palin, Majorie Taylor Green, etc., leave and never come back, 
and they could take Joe Biden, Kamala Harris and Hillary Clinton with 
them. 


Jeck 

Interesting. Is this disdain for Hamas common among Palestinians? 
What do you suppose the odds are that this is propaganda written by 
Mossad/IDF agent(s)? How much of the tunnel system was built by 
Israel prior to Gaza being what it became? 

FWIW, story doesn't fully pass the sniff test. But hey what do | know... 


Mr. Raven 
Whisper from the trees 
He's a lying Hasbara Zionist scum fuck. 


Sloan Bashinsky 

| don’t know how the people of Gaza feel about Hamas, but | know if | 
lived in Gaza right now, | would not care for Hamas nor for Israel, and | 
would wish they would both go away. 


Mr. Raven 
Whisper from the trees 
Hamas kills people like you! Good! 


Sloan Bashinsky 
Actually, I’m a recovering Southern Baptist and recovering 


Episcopalian :-), who thinks the leaders of Hamas and Israel, and 
President Biden, should be hanged :-) 


gypsy33 
Liar. I’ve seen your pro-Zio comments before. Fuck off. 


Sloan Bashinsky 
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My recollection is | take Israel’s side is when people say the Nazi 
holocaust never happened. And, | have said it’s a shame Western 
Europe and America didn’t offer sanctuary to the European Jews after 
WWII, and maybe there would be no State of Israel in Palestine. 

My Jewish great grandfather on my father’s side came to America in 
the latter 1800s, family historians say, and he married a Southern 
Baptist woman, and they raised their children in the Baptist church, 
and he attended church services but did not convert. My entire family 
were Baptist until my mother became Episcopalian and took me with 
her to that church. Now, I’m a recovering Southern Baptist and 
Episcopalian, who wonders when is he ever not in church? My great 
grandfather's family in East Prussia or Western Poland, as family 
historians tell it, were killed by the Nazis. 

As for taking the Zionist’s side, in the sense you mean, | think they 
were really stupid to let Hamas bait them into destroying Gaza by 
trying destroying Hamas. and | think their leaders should be hanged, | 
think President Biden should be hanged for helping Israel destroy 
Gaza, and | think Hama’s leaders should be hanged for baiting Israel 
to do in Gaza what they wanted israel to do there. 


russian_bot 

That some MSM outlet is it not? And you ask reasonable people to 
believe anything MSM publish re genocide supported by the 
government that manages said MSM? You can't be serious!!! 


gypsy33 

That story is COMPLETELY implausible. The author is speaking 
English with an Amerikkkan idiom. 

| know native Arabic-speakers and their English sounds NOTHING like 
that. 

But nice try, hasbarist! & 


Sloan Bashinsky 
I am aware it might be propaganda, just as | see plenty of pro Hamas 
propaganda from Caitlin and her readers. That’s why | think it's really 
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important for the people of Gaza to be able to SAFELY tell journalist 
how they feel about Hamas, which has not allowed free speech on that 
topic, and why | think it’s really important for people to get it that 
Hamas hoped the Oct 7 raid would cause Israel to respond as it did 
and become a pariah state, which is what has happened, except 
America will not abandon Israel, in my opinion, because the Bible 
thumpers in America won't stand for it, and because they want Israel 
to wipe out Islam in the Middle East. | think President Biden should be 
hanged for helping Israel destroy Gaza, and | think the men leading 
Israel and Hamas should be hanged. 


This below was in my apple news feed this Valentine’s Day morning, and 
while | agree with it, | wonder if it also is Hamas propaganda, since it does 
not give Hamas credit for its brilliant bait. 


MSNBC: Opinion | Reading between the lines of Biden’s tepid 
criticism of Israe 


For months President Joe Biden’s adm inistration has used leaks to 
the media to communicate the president’s apparent unhappiness with 
Israel’s treatment of Gazans as Israel has responded to Hamas’ Oct. 7 
attacks. In recent days, Biden himself has finally begun to more openly 
criticize Israel's military operation. But the language he’s using subtly 
lets Israel off the hook for its ongoing atrocities. 


Speaking at a White House news conference alongside Jordan’s King 
Abdullah II on Monday, Biden spoke sympathetically about the 
suffering Israel has inflicted upon Gaza in retaliation for Hamas' war 
crimes. “Too many of the over 27,000 Palestinians killed in this conflict 
have been innocent civilians and children, including thousands of 
children. And hundreds of thousands have no access to food, water or 
other basic services,” Biden said in his opening statement. “Many 
families have lost not just one but many relatives and cannot mourn for 
them or even bury them because it’s not safe to do so. It’s 


363 


heart-breaking. Every innocent life in Gaza is a tragedy, just as every 
innocent life lost in Israel is a tragedy, as well. We pray for those lives 
taken — both Israeli and Palestinian — and for the grieving families 
left behind.” 


Biden’s statement downplays and omits Israel’s role — and the U.S.’ 
complicity — in causing horrific civilian suffering in Gaza. He 
noticeably uses the passive voice to describe Palestinian hardship and 
death. For example, he refers to “Palestinians killed,” instead of saying 
Israel killed them. Biden also laments that Gazans don’t have access 
to food, but he doesn't call out Israel’s policy of starving the entire 
enclave’s population. In Biden's telling, Gazans have just “lost” family. 
But human rights observers have said Israel’s airstrikes on civilian 
infrastructure have instantly wiped out families of multiple generations. 
Of course, any reasonable viewer could deduce from Biden’s words 
why Gazans are dying. Israel has been killing them with its weapons 
and with its manufactured humanitarian crisis. But language matters. 
And by eliding the actors behind the killing — and the brutal methods 
that those actors are using — Biden obscures the misconduct 
underpinning the mass death unfolding before us. 


Consider also Biden’s use of the word “tragedy” to characterize the 
deaths of innocent civilians. (“Tragedy” is a word that’s also been used 
by other administration officials to describe the unconscionable death 
toll in Gaza.) The loss of innocent life in Gaza is indeed a tragedy, but 
the word connotes a natural calamity and suggests some fate of 
cosmic origins has befallen Palestinians. With every repetition of that 
word, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s administration and 
the Israel Defense Forces’ culpability recede further from view. The 
invocation of tragedy also implies that the death rate in Gaza isa 
natural byproduct of a painful but necessary war, and that Biden’s 
ability to alter the course of events is limited. But wars can be waged 
in different ways, and, with American money and weapons, Israel is 
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knowingly using ruthless tactics that are wiping out Palestinian life and 
civilization en masse. 


Biden also soft-pedaled the nature of what’s transpiring in Gaza in his 
other recent instance of criticism of Israel last week. At a news 
conference, Biden said “the conduct of the response in Gaza, in the 
Gaza Strip, has been over the top” and expressed concern that “there 
are a lot of innocent people who are in trouble and dying. And it’s got 
to stop.” Again, Biden managed to avoid naming whose behavior is 
over the top and what specifically makes it over the top. 


The death toll in Gaza since Oct. 7 is approaching 30,000, according 
to Gaza’s Health Ministry, which has consistently reported that most of 
the people who have died are civilians. (NBC hasn't independently 
confirmed those numbers; human rights observers say that historically 
the ministry's estimates are credible.) Biden should describe this not 
just as a tragedy but as an intolerable and ongoing violation of 
international law. Of course, using that kind of language might then 
compel him to do something about it, such as declining to continue to 
arm Israel or shield it at the United Nations, or admitting that defunding 
the U.N.'s Palestinian refugee agency is the wrong choice. Biden’s soft 
language, however, allows the administration to sound morally 
upstanding without having to be morally upstanding. 
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Sloan’s Valentines 


The beauty below from Eric Rittenbery's Poetic Outlaws newsletter 
sailed into my email in box this morning, and | was propelled back in time 
for a while. 


We Do Not Speak of Love 
By: Harold Norse 


Poetic 


Outlaws 


POETIC OUTLAWS 
FEB 14, 2024 


we do not speak of love 
but all are pushed & pulled 
by it 


taking all forms & shapes 
twisted pounded burnt 
by it 


like the sculptor’s clay our faces 
punched & pinched 

made long or ripped apart 

by it 


eyes pained or deep or lost 
lines cut in cheeks & forehead 
from it 


we do not speak of love 
our faces scream 
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of it 


haunting bars & 
running wild in the streets 
for it 


we do not speak of love 

but spike warm veins pop pills 
burst brain with alcohol 

for it 


gods & demons wrestle for the heart 
of it 


| can’t survive the lack 
of it 
San Francisco, ca. 1972 


Sloan Bashinsky 


Sloan’s Newsletter 


After | moved from Colorado back to Alabama in the fall of 1995 with 
my heart in shreds, again, and my head spinning, clueless that a 
4-year dark night of the soul, which had lifted in June of that year, 
would be followed by a 16 month-black night of the soul, which would 
make the dark night seem like heaven, this little poem fell out of me, 
which entered my thoughts after | read Eric’s love offering today. 


Love without Truth 
is mush, 
Truth without love 


is harsh, 
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They live together, 
or die. 


| started dating a woman | had known somewhat for a few years, and 
she became my 4th wife, and | made some mistakes with her, and the 
black night came, which felt like half my brain had died, and | wanted 
to kill myself every day for 16 months, but | didn’t tell her or anyone. 


14 months into it, her back went out and a chiropractor didn’t help, and 
a neurosurgeon put her in traction lying on her back 24/7, and she only 
left our bed to use the bathroom and bathe, and | prepared her meals. 


About 2 weeks into that, she screamed, “What’s wrong with my 
back?!!!” 


| sat on the bed beside her and said | didn’t think we suited each other, 
it wasn't anyone’s fault. She said she thought | was right. 


The next day her back was fine. 


It took me 2 more months to man up and go live with a man | had met 
in my mother’s church, who was fascinated with my stories about my 
mystical experiences, and who had offered me shelter. 


The day | moved in with him, | started dreaming again and the black 
night began to lift. 


He was bisexual and was attracted to me, but | had never been 
attracted to a man in that way, and | was not attracted to him, and he 
was puzzled, because he felt sure there was something there. 


Coming of the black night and off the psychiatrist's pills was really 


rough. | was told in my sleep that all | needed was a tranquilizer, and a 
woman showed up at my mother’s church, who eventually told me that 
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God had told her a man was coming to her, who would put God first, 
and her second, and | said | was that man, and she looked at me like | 
might be the devil. 


The man who was providing me shelter bought a new home and | had 
to move out and | got an apartment. 


The new woman's and my passion literally was not of this world, and 
we often went into something unearthly sublime when we were alone, 
talking, cooking a meal together, talking while sitting on her living room 
couch, which she named “The Space,” but she was a church girl, and | 
felt | was in church wherever | was, and she was a capitalist, and | was 
a birds of the air and lilies of the field guy, and although she said God 
kept telling her to let me be me, she kept trying to change me, until 
one night God told her in her sleep, “You are not the one,” and she 
woke up freaked out, and we parted and felt awful. 


She then had a dream in which God told her, Adam must anchor into 
God for both Adam and Eve, and let God discipline Eve. | didn’t like 
hearing that, but in time | came to think maybe it was true, because 
women are so downgraded on this world that maybe deep down inside 
they ain't all that happy about God putting them here. 


A new woman showed up, whom angels turned every which-a-way but 
loose and upside down and inside out for about 3 weeks, and healed 
her of incest with her father, which she had not remembered, and she 
was an entirely different person, and she became my 6th wife, until it 
got so difficult for us both that we parted. 


Two more remarkable women came, who had dealings with angels, 
and we danced for a while, and then we parted, and perhaps that was 


the end of my romance days. 


When a woman in a bridge club | had joined asked me how many 
wives I'd had, | asked her, “Are you sure you want to open that box, 
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Pandora?” She said, “Yes.” | said, “Eight. One by church wedding, 
three by judge ceremony, four by common law.” She looked like she 
might faint. 


By then, | understood each of those remarkable women woke up 
something in me, which | had not known was there, and they enriched 
my life, even though it was not always easy for us when we were 
together. 


| also understood by then that my cute line that | was going for a PhD 
in women's studies was a pipe dream, because no man can get a Phd 
in women studies, only women can do that. 
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